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In June three CHC 
representatives, Alain 
Moyen, Barrie Termeer and 
Heather Clay accompanied 
by CAPA representative 
Doug McRory, visited 
Ottawa. The delegation 
met with a number of 
government departments 
to achieve some action on 
various beekeeper concerns.

Honey prices

The biggest issue facing beekeepers 
is the low price of honey. Imported 
honey from China, Argentina and 
Australia have increased from 6.4 
million pounds in 2000, to 11.4 million 
in 2001 to over 20 million pounds in 
2004. The imported product is selling 
at prices far below the expected value 
of honey in our market. The CHC is 
investigating the potential for taking 
legal action against countries that 
dump honey in our country. The 
matter will be investigated by the 
Canadian Border Services Agency 
and action will be take if there 
are grounds for complaint. Under 
world trade rules we cannot impose 
standards on imported honey that are 
not mandatory for beekeepers in this 
country. This gives us more reason 
to pursue mandatory registration and 
certification of honey production in 
Canada. The new On Farm Food 
Safety program called C-BISQT 
which is being developed by the CHC 
will allow beekeepers to be accredited 
and will provide us with a tool to 
leverage better prices for our product 
and establish credibility for our quality 
honey. 

For more information about the 
Anti Dumping and Countervailing 
Directorate see the CBSA website 
www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca.

Oxalic acid registration

Last year the CHC raised 
money from beekeepers to 
assist with the work involved 
in registering oxalic acid. The 
effort has paid off and if all 
goes well beekeepers should 
have oxalic acid approved 
for use as a treatment against 
varroa mites in fall.  

During our Ottawa visit we met with 
the Pest Management Regulatory 
Agency team that is reviewing oxalic 
acid. They are well along the way with 
the review process. We have provided 
all the necessary information and they 
believe that they can complete the 
process in time for fall. The PMRA 
has to implement a policy change to 
accommodate oxalic acid under their 
“low risk pesticide” guidelines. It 
looks promising that other low risk 
pesticides may be able to follow a 
similar path within the PMRA system 
and be exempted from full registration. 
We also discussed the registration of 
other pesticides such as Sucrocide 
(sucrose octanoate ester) and Exomite 
( a thymol based product). Each is 
being tested in Canada and the PMRA 
will work with those registrants to 
facilitate the approval process.  

Honey labeling regulations

The draft proposal of the changes 
to the honey regulations announced 
at our annual meeting, appears to 
have stalled. Changes in personnel at 
the CFIA have meant that no action 
has been taken since February. We 
met with the new team at CFIA 
and let them know the importance 
of continuing the process. They 
assured us that the regulations 

would be moved quickly through the 
consultation phases and not held up by 
unnecessary delays.

AMPA repayments

We also met with MP Wayne Easter 
who is Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Agriculture. Mr Easter 
was very sympathetic to the issues 
of the honey industry. He assured us 
that those beekeepers who received 
advance payments on their crop will 
not be required to repay for an extra 
120 days. We expect that there will 
be action on several other fronts as 
a direct result of meeting with Mr 
Easter.

On Farm Food Safety

The CHC continues to work on 
beekeepers issues. We have been 
approved for a continuation of the 
work we began last year under the 
Canadian On Farm Food Safety 
program. Over summer we will be 
conducting a pilot project to test the 
forms and record keeping methods 
that have been developed for the C-
BISQT program.

Bee Clubs

The CHC is offering bee clubs a copy 
of Hivelights magazine for their library 
at a cost of $25 per year. Any group 
that would like to participate in this 
program should contact the CHC. 

We are always in need of members 
and ask that you would consider 
taking out a membership of $50 for 0-
49 colonies $100 for 50- 299 colonies 
and $200 for more than 300 colonies. 
Hivelights subscription is included in 
membership – a great value all round.

Canadian Honey Council Activities
Heather Clay, National Coordinator CHC
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Fellow Beekeepers, I have come to realize 
that being a producer and president of the 
Canadian Honey Council is not an easy 
task. 

As I am trying to work for you, I am also 
trying to survive as a beekeeper myself.  
With the current honey prices it is hard to 
decide where to put the most energy and 
still come out ahead.  

The one thing that unites beekeepers is the 
fact that the Global Economy is affecting 
us all. China and Argentina can freely trade 
in Canada and sell products that are cheap 
and damaging to our industry. We have to 
work out a plan to address this situation. If 
prices continue at this low level we will all 
be hurting and many will leave the honey 
production business.

Canadian Honey Council, delegates 
Heather Clay, Barrie Termeer and I, 
along with Ontario provincial apiarist 
Doug McRory spent 2 days in Ottawa. 
We met with parliamentary secretary Mr. 
Wayne Easter and also the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency, the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency and other government 
people. It was a successful trip and we got 
fairly good results.

I have not been president of HoneyCouncil 
very long but I have realized that 
beekeepers need a strong voice in Ottawa. 
We need to be there on a regular basis.. 
There are so many issues that affect our 
industry. With more support from our 
colleagues in the industry, I believe that 
can move ahead. There is still  lots to be 
done and we are working hard to make it 
happen.

Provincial Reports specific protocols. This 
hopefully will help meet the 
pollination requirements for 
P.E.I. blueberry growers. 

During the rush and stress 
of spring work, combined 
with extended periods of 
waiting on the weather, we 
often forget to take notice 
of the wonders of the honey 
bee colony. Till next time.

Québec 

In early spring I had healthy 
hives, in fact, they looked 
exceptionally strong so I 
was geared up to expand. 
Once May came around all 
we had was rain and cool 
weather. So let’s just say the 
colonies did not do what I 
had expected. 

In my area the hives went 
into the apple orchards 

President’s Report
Alain Moyen, Federation of Apiculturists, Quebec

Maritimes

The majority of beekeepers 
in the Maritimes had good 
overwintering success. 
There were some operations 
with very high losses but 
there does not appear to 
be a single cause for those 
losses. The problem may 
lie with a range of factors 
from poor management to 
increased varroa 
resistance to 
treatments.

April seemed 
warmer and 
sunnier than usual 
but May was 
colder and wetter 
than normal. 
Unseasonable 
heavy rain in June brought 
flooding to some areas 

of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick. This poor 
spring weather has caused 
problems for getting 
splitting done and moving 
hives to pollination. Many 
beekeepers were delayed 
getting their hives to the 
blueberry fields.

We are looking forward to 
a good pollination season. 
Being an optimist is not a 

pre-requisite to 
being a beekeeper 
but it sure helps.

Nova Scotia 
beekeepers voted 
to open the border 
for bees returning 
from pollination 
in Prince Edward 
Island. The 

movements are subject to 

Letter to  
the Editor

Thank You Hivelights and 
Canadian Beekeepers

A heartfelt and tropically 
warm “Thank you” to 

Hivelights and the Canadian 
Honey Council for 
publishing our “Beekeepers’ 
Paradise” story in the last 
issue of your magazine, 
and allowing us to appeal 
to Canadian beekeepers to 
support CUSO Canada’s 
honeybee development work 
in the Solomon Islands. 

And a bikfela tangio tu 
mas from Solomon Island 
beekeepers to your readers 
who generously donated 
to the continuation of the 
training and extension 
work that CUSO is 
doing as part of its rural 
livelihoods program. From 
the other side of the world 
village honeybee farmers 
are feeling a part of a 
community of beekeepers 
and experiencing the 
fellowship of the bees. 
There is a Solomon pijin 
word, “wantok” or one 
talk, one language, used to 
describe the kinship of an 
extended family or tribal 
group. Canadian beekeepers 
are wantoks blong mifela 
say the honey farmers of the 
Solomon Islands.

If you would like to contact 
Kathleen Cooper or Peter 
Hardie CUSO volunteer 
beekeepers for more 
information on beekeeping 
in the Solomon islands 
they can be reached at 
katpet@solomon.com.sb 

Paul Kittilsen
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continued on pg 8

around normal date, 17th 
May and I was hoping for 
some sun. The sun did not 
come until a week later. It 
was bad luck for the apple 
producers  because the bees  
did not do their job. My big 
worry was that my hives 
would not develop and I 
would have to feed 
them. 

By blueberry 
pollination time 
in June my hives 
were very strong. 
It is amazing after 
thinking that my 
colonies were not 
going to survive 
through May, that they have 
surpassed all ex-pectations. I 
have learned over the years 
that Mother Nature is the 
real boss and if we learn to 
listen to her, she may very 
well surprise us.  

Going into a season with 
low honey prices is not 
much for encouragement 
but like we say year after 
year, it will get better!

Ontario 

Spring in our region of 
Ontario has been a roller 
coaster ride, from April 
through to June. We have 
had some wild swings of 
weather which alternated 
between much higher than 
normal temperatures to 
much lower than normal. 
We’ve seen the bees 
looking great in April, to 
nearly starving in May to 
an incredible honey flow 
at the end of the apple 
and dandelion time. We 
normally experience a 
dearth in nectar flow for a 
couple of weeks in June, 

but it didn’t occur this 
season. The bees have been 
taking full advantage of a 
crushing heat wave that has 
lasted almost two weeks in 
early June.

In general, most reports 
I’ve heard seem to indicate 

that Ontario bees 
have wintered 
reasonably well. 
We are optimistic 
about this season’s 
prospects. Honey 
seems to be 
moving fairly well 
from the various 
outlets that we 
service, and in 

conversations with other 
Ontario producer packers 
all indications are that the 
price on the retail shelf 
seems to be holding fairly 
well. There is some concern 
with the influx of cheap 
honey from offshore that 
there will be some pressure 
on price in the near future. 

Quite a few hives have been 
sent to New Brunswick 
and Quebec again this year 
for blueberry pollination. 
This seems to be a welcome 
source of income for several 
beekeepers in Ontario. It 
is a 14-16 hour drive from 
this part of Ontario to 
New Brunswick It is very 
stressful on the bees, and 
with the extreme heat we 
have been experiencing, 
this can be disastrous on a 
load of bees if something 
were to go wrong with the 
truck enroute. However, 
if all goes well they can be 
back in time for at least 
a partial crop of honey in 
Ontario I’d like to mention 
that this pollination scenario 
has been made possible 
largely through the legwork 
of our provincial apiarist 
Doug McRory and Charlie 

Parker, Ontario’s largest 
beekeeper. 

I was supposed to go to 
some meetings 
with CFIA in 
Ottawa, with 
Heather Clay and 
Alain Moyen, 
however I had to 
cancel at the last 
minute because 
of bee shipping 
schedules. I’d 
like to thank 
Barrie Termeer for 
graciously stepping in for 
me. I’m sure we will be kept 
busy working on beekeeper 
business. CHC is working 
hard to keep the interests 
of beekeepers on the front 
burner of the regulatory 
bodies in Canada. If you 
are not a CHC member 
yet, consider taking out a 
membership. We need the 
support of the industry.

Manitoba 

For Manitoba farmers, wet 
spring weather continues 
to cause major problems. 
The unusual wet weather 
has delayed honey bee 
colony build up only slightly 
but has caused 
difficulty for most 
beekeepers by 
delaying the hands-
on work needed 
in their spring 
locations. For 
many producers, 
feeding their 
colonies became 
a major effort 
because rain and 
flooding made access roads 
impassible. Work vehicles 
that frequently become 
mired in the mud are 

causing a loss in productive 
work time and an increase 
in operating expenses. For a 
number of producers, access 

to their storage 
buildings and honey 
extracting plants has 
become problematic 
for the first time 
ever.

Although some 
areas missed the 
dandelion flow, 

overall, colonies 
of bees are in 

good condition for honey 
production that usually 
begins during the final 
days of June or early July. 
Reports of swarms have 
been more abundant this 
year likely due to hives 
with large populations and 
several prolonged periods of 
dearth caused by cold and 
rainy weather.

Most field crops have been 
seeded in the western part 
of the Province which has 
since experienced heavy 
rains and extensive flooding. 
In eastern Manitoba, 
around the Red River 
Valley, including regions 
surrounding Winnipeg 
and northward throughout 
the Interlake region, only 

about 30% of the 
crops have been 
seeded. With the 
Manitoba Crop 
Insurance seeding 
deadline of June 
20 approaching 
and continuing 
heavy rains, it is 
unlikely that any 
more land will be 

planted this year. 
Manitoba farmers have 
experienced these unusually 
wet conditions for two years 
in a row. Last year 600,000 
acres of Manitoba farmland 

Ron Rudiak

John van Alten

Alain Moyen
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This

The Beekeeper Meeting
  Ron Miksha, beekeeper and author, Calgary Alberta

is a two-part article on how to organize and run a local beekeepers’ club.  
This issue of Hivelights has some ideas on getting started; next issue we 
discuss the tough business of running a meeting.

Sylvia Plath once described a bee meeting:

W ho are these people at the bridge to meet me?   
They are the villagers --- 

The rector, the midwife, the sexton, the agent for bees.
In my sleeveless summery dress I have no protection,
And they are all gloved and covered, why did nobody tell me?
They are smiling and taking out veils tacked to ancient hats.
Now they are giving me a fashionable white straw Italian hat
And a black veil that molds to my face, they are making me one 
of them.
They are leading me to the shorn grove, the circle of hives.
The villagers open the chambers, they are hunting the queen.
Is she hiding, is she eating honey?  She is very clever.
She is old, old, old, she must live another year, and she knows it.
…Now the villagers are untying their disguises,  
they are shaking hands.
Whose is that long white box in the grove, what have they 
accomplished, why am I cold.

Ms. Plath was a leading poet of 1960s America.  Her father, a university 
professor and beekeeper, had a profound influence on her life.  It was a troubled 
- and tragically brief - life.   Through most of it, she felt the chill and alienation 
she portrayed in The Bee Meeting.  We’ve all felt similar cold isolation, 

hopefully not at our local bee club’s 
meeting.  However, I remember 
my first Saskatchewan bee meeting 
which started off feeling like Plath’s 
unwritten second poem… 

I was twenty years old. A new 
beekeeper.  I reached Tisdale, 
Saskatchewan, on a sunny Saturday in 
June. The beekeepers’ meeting would 
start at two. I drove around the town, 
looking for evidence that this town of 
rape and honey would soon host a bee 
meeting. This was an alien town to me 
– I was a foreigner from a place far to 
the south. I passed St. Paul’s United 
Church, Jake’s Bait and Tackle. A big 
warehouse with a sign - The Honey 
Co-op – indicated the place members 
traded honey for beekeeping supplies. 
Then I found the town hall. A cluster 
of four-wheel drive trucks, some 
with flat wooden decks, indicated a 
beekeepers’ gathering.

I parked on the street, half a block 
from the hall. Walked up six unpainted 
cement steps to a set of double doors 
held ajar by a chair. It took a moment 
for my eyes to adjust to the dim 
lighting. I began to see Beekeepers. 
Mostly tall, thin, young. Healthy 
looking folks. Jeans, cowboy hats, 
hiking boots, long-sleeved blue and 
grey shirts were everywhere. Clean 
shaven, except for two gentlemen 
with beards. Caps proclaimed “Bee 
Maid Honey,” and “John Deere.” A 
hundred men, only a dozen women. 
More people entered from the doors 
behind me. I did not know any of 
these beekeepers; I felt awkward as 
folks were gathered in chatty clusters 
while I was an obstacle on the floor 
that new arrivals darted around as 
they waved towards old friends and 
called their names.

I felt awkward and apart, but there 
was enough energy and good-will at 
this meeting that I soon relaxed.  It’s 
the job of the people organizing the 
bee meeting to help everyone feel 
comfortable enough to want to come 
back again.  The big established 
organizations – the Canadian Honey 
Council and the various provincial 
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Ross Rounds, Inc. and see  
how this low cost investment  

can increase your profits.
8 oz. sells for same as 12 oz.

 Minimal Labor • Bees Fill Completely  
No Breakage • No Propolis  
Attractive Durable Package

Comb Honey  
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associations do quite well 
at handling meetings with 
hundreds of attendees and 
dozens of interesting speakers.  
But beekeeping’s base for 
support often rests with the 
small-scale beekeeper. These 
people need to meet at local-
level organizations.  Provincial 
and federal groups (CHC) can 
do a lot to support these local 
bee clubs.

In theory, almost anyone can get a bee 
club going.  Three or four folks with 
an eye for bee-craft might get together 
in a basement and plan an association.  
They plan the club because they 
want to share ideas, learn more about 
beekeeping, pool resources for luxuries 
like extractors and bee gloves, and 
perhaps create a soap-box for a local 
beekeeper with political aspirations.  
Hopefully, word will spread and more 
people will join. Soon you need to elect 
officers, collect dues, find somewhere to 
bank the money, locate a meeting hall, 
and invite experts to address your club.  

In North America, we pretty much 
do all this any way we want. This 
contrasts with the club-system I 
observed in Britain, for example.  In 
England, local clubs belong to the 
county club, to which the local sends 
delegates. The county club, in turn, 
elects delegates to the National. A real 
hierarchical structure. This results in 

somewhat coordinated voices 
on issues. And a very nice 
magazine - Bee Craft.  But 
North Americans generally 
do their own thing.  Local 
associations rarely call senior 
groups to tell the same story 
to the press on any particular 
issue; members of the local 
club don’t necessarily belong 

to provincial and national 
(CHC) groups.  With a huge country 
like Canada and wide-ranging local 
issues, maybe this is a good thing.

Anyone can start a local bee club at 
any time. But check first to see if there 
is already a local bee club in your area.  
You will look pretty silly if you start 
the ‘Reformed Southwest Calgary Bee 
Club” if there is already a Calgary Bee 
Club.  Join the one in your town and 
reform it yourself. Or start one from 
scratch if you have no other choice.

Your bee club should register as 
a charity.  There are a few minor 
responsibilities with such a listing, 
but they make good business sense.  
You can’t hoard lots of cash if you 
are a charity. You have to have two 
signatories on a cheque.  You can’t 
exclude potential members because 
you don’t like the way they look or 
the way they keep bees.  To start your 
charity bee club, check with the local 
government and get registered. With 

Ron Miksha

continued on pg 12
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CHC - CCM  
Delegates 2005 

Canadian Honey Council  
Board of Directors

PRESIDENT Alain Moyen, 
Fédération des 
Apiculteurs du Québec
Les Joyaux de la ruche s.e.n.c.
15651 Petite Cote des anges
Mirabel QC J7N 2G5
tel : 450-475-1065
fax: 450-475-1066

VICE PRESIDENT Ed Nowek 
British Columbia Honey 
Producers Association 
5011 Bella Vista Rd 
Vernon BC V1H 1A1
ph. 250-542-8088 
beeworld@junction.net 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Paul Kittilsen, Maritime 
Beekeepers Association 
RR 1 
Debert NS B0M 1G0 
ph. 902-662-4072 
pl.kittilsen@ns.sympatico.ca 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Corey Bacon
Saskatchewan Beekeepers 
Association
B’s Bee Ranch
Box 84 
Kinistino SK S0J 1H0 
ph. 306-864-2534
beeranch@sasktel.net

NATIONAL COORDINATOR  
Heather Clay
Suite 236, 235 - 5149 
Country Hills Blvd NW
Calgary AB T3A 5K8
ph 403-208-7141 
fax 403-547-4317
chc-ccm@honeycouncil.ca

DIRECTOR John Van Alten
Ontario Beekeepers 
Association
Dutchmans Gold
Carlisle ON L0R 1H2
tel: 905-689-6371 
fax; 905-689-7730 
info@dutchmansgold.com
 
DIRECTOR Ron Rudiak, 
Manitoba Beekeepers 
Association 
Sunnybrook Bee Farm
Steinbach MB R5G 1N2
ph. 204-326-3763
manbeekr@mb.sympatico.ca 

DIRECTOR Barrie Termeer,
General Delivery
Rollyview AB T0C 2K0
ph 780-986-3040 
fax 780 986-3040
btermeer@telusplanet.net

DIRECTOR Grant Hicks,  
Alberta Beekeepers Association
Box 181
McLennan AB T0H 2L0
ph 780-324-3688
fax 780-324-3712
djhicks@telusplanet.net

NON VOTING MEMBER AT LARGE

Wink Howland, Saskatchewan 
Beekeepers Association 
Howland’s Honey
Box 55 RR #3  
Yorkton SK S3N 2X5
ph. 306-783-7046 
fax 306-786-6001
whowland@accesscomm.ca

went unseeded and for 
many this has caused a 
major crisis.

Combined with the 
outrageously low prices 
being offered for honey, 
unseeded acres are not 
good news for Manitoba 
beekeepers. Producing 
an abundant honey crop 
depends on the availability 
of canola, sunflower, 
buckwheat and other 
flowering crops. In areas 
where no seeding has been 
possible many beekeepers 
are searching for alternative 
locations which are 
becoming more difficult to 
find.

Saskatchewan

Beekeepers in Saskatchewan 
overwintering success was 
normal with most 
loses ranging in the 
5% - 15% range.  
Reports indicate 
that the bees that 
came out winter 
successfully were 
for the most part 
above average 
strength.  Coupled 
with the warm 
weather the first 10 
days of April, spring started 
off extremely well.  Mid 
April turned extremely cold 
for two weeks. However, 
hives were not effected 
significantly due to their 
excellent strength.  The 
early part of May came 
with average weather, 
followed by two weeks 
of rain and cool weather.  
Many parts of the province 
received upwards of 3 - 4 
inches during this period.  

Moisture levels throughout 
the province give hope 
once again for that bumper 
crop that we missed out on 
last year due to the frost 
in August  The dandelion 
and caragana flow, which  
has been exceptional 
was delayed until June 
because of the wet and cool 
weather.  Fortunately for 
the beekeepers, seeding 
was also shut down for 
two weeks allowing for 
seeded canola to be spread 
out from early May til mid 
June.  Crops that are up 
look extremely well and 
weather forecasters predict 
Saskatchewan will be 
warmer than average this 
spring.  Honey prices for 
Saskatchewan honey have 
strengthened somewhat 
since late winter.  There are 
reports of honey having sold 
in the $0.80 - $0.82 range 
in late May, a significant 

increase from the 
$0.72 price of 
late winter.  The 
Saskatchewan 
Beekeepers 
Association 
formation of our 
Commission is 
currently still 
in the hands of 

the provincial 
government.  Plans 

are in place to have the 
Commission in place for the 
2006 year.

Alberta

Winter losses were normal 
in Alberta this winter, and 
the near perfect spring 
has meant that we will be 
going into the honey flow 
with high colony counts, 
and hives that are in terrific 
shape. The heavy rains 

Reports from pg 5

Corey Bacon
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has granted an extension 
till January, 2006 for 
repayment, etc. on the 
Cash Advance. Thanks 

to the Manitoba 
Beekeepers for 
their leadership on 
this issue, and the 
CHC executives’ 
push on their 
recent Ottawa 
visit.

The ABA 
convention in 

November will 
hopefully feature some very 
informative international 
guests. I am sorry to have 
to hold out on their identity, 
but their itinerary has not 
been confirmed at this time. 
Suffice it to say that West 
Edmonton Mall will be the 
place to be for up-to-date 
information, and breaking 
news.

British Columbia

Prospects for the 2005 
honey crop are currently 
very high.  A relatively 
mild winter with generally 
moderate losses, an early 

spring and warm 
build up weather 
followed by good 
rains in June 
have the stage 
set for a better 
than average 
honey crop this 
year.  Pollination 
placements were 

running well ahead 
of normal but now appear 
to be normalizing.  The 
demand for bees for the 
pollination of blueberries 
remains high and numbers 

Barrie Termeer

Ed Nowek

of August and September 
and good spring rains have 
resulted in the best moisture 
conditions since 1997. One 
fly in the ointment 
has been the 
heavy demand for 
queens, that has 
really only eased 
up as we head 
into the latter half 
of June. Heavy 
rains in June have 
complicated the 
lives of Southern 
Alberta beekeepers, 
but hold the promise of a 
nice August honeyflow. 

Bears have held the 
spotlight for the ABA 
executive this spring. Our 
producers are offered very 
few tools or options for 
dealing with this pest. Our 
grain and cattle producers 
receive much higher levels 
of support when dealing 
with problem wildlife. 
Meetings with the Minister 
have brought his support 
around this issue.

The move to a commission 
from an association is 
progressing. The regulations 
are now before the legal 
experts, and 
will proceed to 
Committee and 
Cabinet before the 
summer is over. 
We anticipate 
functioning as a 
commission when 
our next fiscal year 
begins September 
1, 2005.

Falling honey prices and 
slow sales have placed 
producers in a cash flow 
squeeze. It is certainly 
good news that the Federal 
Minister of Agriculture 

Grant Hicks

appear to be up for 
cranberries as well.

The BCHPA annual general 
meeting and fall convention 
are scheduled for Nelson 
B.C. in late October.  More 
information will be available 
on the BCHPA website 
www.bcbeekeepers.com.

Many British Columbia 
honey producers are 
insulated from falling honey 
prices due in large part to 
their size of operation and 
their ability to direct market 
or wholesale a considerable 
portion of their crop.  Retail 
prices in supermarkets have 
been falling but certainly 
not in proportion to bulk 
honey prices. Wholesale 
prices have thus far fallen 
in two stages over the past 
six months and are expected 
to fall again as lower priced 
inventory comes to market.

Bee Maid 

Bee Maid held 
a series of 
informational 
meetings in 
June in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan. 
and Manitoba. The 
Alberta Honey Producers 
members have decided to 
proceed with construction 
of a 100 x 120’ steel 
building in Spruce Grove, 
designed for indoor storage 
of empty drums and bee 
supplies inventory. This is 
another step along the road 

that Bee Maid is following 
in its recognized HACCP 
program, designed to 
protect purity and quality 
of our Canadian honey. 
It fits into our program 
of quality assurance and 
traceability, which is 
something consumers and 
buyers are asking for more 
frequently. Canadian honey 
quality assurance programs 
are moving forward quickly, 
including work on on-
farm food safety, and will 
differentiate us from many 
of the imported sources of 
honey. 

Bee Maid also contributed 
to the recent meetings 
between Canadian Honey 
Council and various 
government departments 
in Ottawa, including CFIA 
and PMRA, by sending 
our delegate to Honey 
Council, Barrie Termeer to 

these meetings in 
Ottawa, with costs 
for travel and food 
covered by Bee 
Maid. We continue 
to support Honey 
Council efforts to 
implement label 
changes that will 
clearly identify 
imported honeys 

on Canadian 
shelves as well as register 
safe treatments for mites 
(like oxalic acid) that will 
maintain bee health in our 
colonies while producing a 
pure clean honey.



Eliminate AFB 
and Chalkbrood

Eliminate AFB  
and Chalkbrood

Iotron's treatment program offers beekeepers  
a cost effective, environmentally friendly solution  

for managing bacterial and fungal disease.
Iotron’s proven technology has been recognized as a useful 

defense against antibiotic-resistant strains of AFB.  
Iotron has successfully treated more than 50,000 supers  

and thousands of kilograms of pollen.

For more information please contact:
Robert Krag-Hansen

Iotron Technologies Corp.
1425 Kebet Way

Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838 Fax: 604 945-8827

e-mail: rkhansen@iotron.com
 www.iotron.com

Alberta Honey Producers
70 Alberta Avenue, Box 3909,  
Spruce Grove, Alberta  T7X 3B1
Phone:  (780) 962-5573   
Fax:  (780) 962-1653

Manitoba Co-operative 
Honey Producers
625 Roseberry Street,  
Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3H 0T4
Phone:  (780) 783-2240   
Fax:  (204) 783-8468

BeeMaid Honey Ltd.
1210 – 100 Street,  
Tisdale, Saskatchewan  S0E 1T0
Phone:  (306) 873-2521   
Fax:  (306) 873-3455

 

Carrying a full line of beekeeping equipment from several manufacturers:

• Dadant & Sons Ltd. • Mann Lake Supplies  
• Maxant • Dakota Gunness • Walter T. Kelly  
• Medivet • Perma-Dent Foundation   
• Pierco Canada • Cook & Beals • Plus Many More.

Whatever your requirements we would be glad to help. Quality products for 
the beekeeping industry, including: 

• Woodenware • Queen Rearing Supplies  
• Package Bees & Queens • Bee Apparel  
• Honey Containers • Extracting Equipment  
• Beekeeper Tools • Novelties • Foundation  
• Medication & Chemicals.

Buyers of Light & Dark Beeswax at Competitive Prices. We can arrange 
your sugar requirements - dry or liquid sugar in small lots or trailer load lots 
delivered.
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Bentley extractors 
Cowan extractors
Swinger Forklift
High Fructose Corn 
Syrup

Sucrose Syrup
Inland Plastic 
Winter Wraps

TLS Bee Apparel
Mahurangi 
Hiveware

Bee Pro Pollen 
Supplement

Mountain Bee 
Products - bee 
suits, veils

Oxytet
Permadent
Frames
Supers painted 
and unpainted

Supers assembled 
and unassembled

Lumber for supers
Helmets
Hive tools
Hive lifters
Smokers
Honey containers
Feeder pails
Barrels
Liners
Barrel Grabber
Barrel Carts
Pallet puller

Buy Sell
Honey Beekeeping Supplies
Wax Extracting Equipment
Propolis Used Equipment

Tony Lalonde Sales Inc.
Box 42, Clavet Sk,  
Canada S0K 0Y0 
Ph: 306-931-0155
fax: 931-1646

Tony Lalonde Sales Inc.
Box 42, Clavet Sk,  
Canada S0K 0Y0 
Ph: 306-931-0155
fax: 931-1646

Distributors for some or all  
of the supplies
Alberta
Alberta Honey Producers Coop ......780-960-8010

Manitoba
Manitoba Honey Coop ...................204-783-2240

Maritimes
Claude Hachey .................................506-546-6687

Ontario
François Petit ...................................519-443-5583 
Munro Honey  .................................519-847-5333

Quebec
Réjean Lambert ...............................819-828-2549

Saskatchewan
Tony Lalonde Sales ..........................306-931-0155
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the proper papers, go to a 
convenient bank branch and 
open an account. Just like 
any overgrown bureaucracy, 
banks have their good guys 
and bad guys. Look for a 
sympathetic bank – you will 
actually encounter a few 
bank managers who will not 
want to be troubled by your 
business. Don’t force them 
to take your deposit. You 
will eventually meet a good 
banker.

So, you are registered, you 
have a core group of a few 
enthusiasts. You need more 
members.  Look for places 
to promote yourselves. Here 
in Calgary, we’ve been on 
T.V. with bees and honey 
– forcing a local talk show 
host to spoon down fresh 
alfalfa honey.  We’ve hit 
the front page of our local 
newspaper with a picture of 
a graying guy with no bee 
veil and a little girl armored 
up holding a frame of bees.  
This is really, really easy 
to do.  Local media are 
desperate for bee stories. 
Just call the editor and you 
are surrounded by the press.  

The reporter will prompt 
you to talk about bee stings.  
Don’t ever brag about the 
hundreds of stings you 
enjoy every day.  This 
will actually frighten some 
people and may result in 
your city voting to ban 
your hobby.  Tell the 
reporter that bees rarely 
sting – only in self-defence 
– and for most people stings 
are nothing more than a 
minor nuisance.  Move the 
conversation to how the 
bees pollinate the gardens.  
And put in your plug for 
the local bee club.  Have 
a phone number with an 
answering machine that 

readers/viewers can connect 
with.   Look for other places 
to get noticed – the CBC 
plugs up-coming events, as 
does the local newspaper.

Abusing the power of the 
press will get you a few 
new members, but these 
days most bee clubs get 
new faces from the internet.  
You need a web page, with 
a contact e-mail addresses.  
The web page can be very 
simple – just enough to let 
people in your community 
know the organization 
exists.  The club name, a 
contact.  You really don’t 
need much more.  With the 
power of the search engines 
these days, anyone using 
Google will find you, even 
if the site is hosted on a 
member’s personal web site.  
Doing it this way saves a lot 
of money. And you will get 
quite a few inquiries – our 
association gets about a 
dozen membership queries a 
year this way.

Okay.  You have a club,  
a bank account, and a 
growing membership.  You 
will have to move out of 
your home basement and 
start meeting somewhere 
with tables and chairs, a 
projection screen, and a 
coffee machine.  We have 
tried the local library but 
they charged us quite a lot 
of money, they were anxious 
to throw us out at exactly 
nine in the evening, they 
were nervous that we would 
bring bees into the building, 
and they kept telling us to 
“Shhhh!”  Try to get forty 
hobby beekeepers to be 
library-quiet.  It can’t be 
done.  We ended up at the 
Co-op grocery store.  In 
our town, the Calgary Co-
op Grocery has a number 
of outlets and they give us 

a huge room. Free.  They 
are still anxious that we 
leave on time, but they don’t 
seem to mind our noise and 
they only ask that we buy 
coffee, cookies, and juice 
from them.  You will also 
find a community hall, store, 
church, or other place that 
will treat you nicely.  

Because we don’t pay rent 
(which otherwise might 
be a hundred dollars) the 
dues we charge are around 
twenty dollars per year.  
Sometimes it is hard to suck 
even this nominal amount 
out of members, so you 
will need to devise a list of 
benefits for the attendees. 
The most important benefit 
of membership is the chance 
to associate with other 
beekeepers.  The local club 
is the forum for buying, 
selling, and especially 
learning about the business 
of bees. You need to keep 
reminding the members that 
without their twenty bucks, 
you won’t be able to keep 
meeting any more.  You 
can devise other benefits.  
Since most people belong 
to the club to learn more 
about bees, offer subsidized 
magazines or bee courses.  
Door prizes are a nice touch 
and they are usually items 
donated by bee supply 
businesses.  But the biggest 
draw for membership is 

Meetings from pg 7

hosting an interesting, 
regularly scheduled meeting.

Because we don’t spend 
money on rent, we can meet 
more often.  This brings us 
to the next point for keeping 
your bee club running.  For 
a while, we held our bee 
meetings every now and 
then.  Maybe in September, 
maybe in November. On 
a Tuesday, or perhaps 
Thursday.  We finally 
settled on meeting the 
first Wednesday of every 
second month.  This makes 
it a lot easier for everyone 
to plan on attending.  It is 
also easier on the officers 
of the club to prepare when 
they know their timeline.  
You might think that it is 
hard to find speakers for 
each bi-monthly meeting. 
It is.  But you don’t need 
a great orator every time.  
Most people attend just to 
see other beekeepers.  To 
brag about their own bees 
and to try to buy and sell 
equipment. A good speaker 
is a nice bonus.   In the 
next issue of Hivelights, we 
will consider some ways to 
make the meeting fun and 
informative and ideas on 
whom to invite.

(Part of this article has been 
excerpted from Ron Miksha’s 
book, Bad Beekeeping.)

Varrox® Vaporizer
Oxalic acid (vaporization method ) for treating 
beehives against varroa mites is inexpensive, 
effective in broodless colonies and well 
tolerated by honeybees. 
The Varrox® Vaporizer is easy to use, just insert 
it through the entrance with a 12 V battery 
hookup. The cost is $145 plus 7% GST and 
shipping.
For more information or to purchase the oxalic 
acid Varrox® Vaporizer contact
Daniel or Beatrice Ficza, 902-675-3690 or 
honeydew@pei.sympatico.ca
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Update on 
Voluntary Quality 
Assurance 
Program

Bruce Boynton, Chief Executive Officer, 
National Honey Board, Longmont, CO 

At the June 24th National 
Honey Board (NHB) meeting in 
Denver,  attendees were provided 
with an excellent presentation 
by Heather Clay, National 
Coordinator for the Canadian 
Honey Council, on efforts in 
that country to develop a quality 
assurance program.   Her 
presentation was so well received 
and informative that many feel 
her presentation would benefit 
the industry at the January 
meetings of U.S. honey industry 
organizations.  The NHB is 
therefore financing her travel in 
January so she can be available 
at both national meetings on 
January 12th and 13th.  

With the goal of providing 
more information to the honey 
industry on what might be 
involved with this aspect of a 
voluntary quality assurance 
program, the NHB asked Jerry 
Probst to develop a preliminary 
outline.  Mr. Probst will use 
information on USDA’s Plant 
Systems Audit as well as other 
resources he has accumulated 
during his many years of 
experience in the honey industry.  
It is expected that this outline 
will be available for the NHB’s 
next meeting in early October, 
and should also be available to 
share with the industry during 
the many industry meetings in 
the fall.  With this information, 
combined with presentations 
and/or discussions with Heather 
Clay at the January meetings, 
the industry should have a much 
better idea of what a voluntary 
quality assurance program might 
look like.

Sharing-’secrets of the hive’/ apitherapy 101”
Intensive apitherapy course-level 1

WHAT IS APITHERAPY? Apitherapy is the therapeutic use of Bee Products to 
prevent, heal or recover  from a variety of diseases/conditions. “The Art 
and Science of treatment & Holistic Healing through the honeybee and 
her products for the benefit of Mankind and the animal kingdom.”  
   In conjunction with Ontario Beekeepers’ 
Association (OBA) Convention

COURSE DATES : November 19 (evening only)-November 20 & 21 (full day). 
LOCATION: Delta Meadowvale Resort & Conference Centre, 6750 Mississauga 

Rd, Toronto (west), Ontario, Canada.
 Please make your room reservations directly with the Hotel, and 

mention the OBA’05 Convention Group, to receive Room Rate : $109.00 
per room.

TOPICS: Focus on Therapeutic properties and use of products of the Beehive, 
i.e.: Bee Venom Therapy (BVT), Bee Pollen, Royal Jelly, Propolis, 
Honey, Beeswax & Apilarnil (Drone larvae extract). “Certificate of 
Knowledge”, will be issued, to full-course participants.

COURSE PRESENTERS: Dr. Stefan Stangaciu MD(main instructor) , specialist 
in Family medicine, licensed in Acupuncture & Apiphytotherapy, 
President of German Apitherapy Society (www.apitherapie.de), 
Apitherapy Internet Course Coordinator (www.apitherapy.com), 
International Apitherapy Consultant*. 
Katrina Brudzyski, a Scientist at Bee-Biomedicals, Inc. and an Adjunct 
Professor in the Chemistry Dept. at Brock University. She is involved 
in the discovery and clinical development of therapeutics derived from 
beehive substances, intended for the prevention and treatment of human 
diseases. 
Annie VanAlten, (OBA’s, Api-Course’05, Co’ordinator)  of “Annie’s 
Apitherapy” - div. of “Dutchman’s Gold Honey Products”, Carlisle, Ont.  
Will do a presentation on Beeswax Ear Cone-Candling.

PRIVATE CONSULTATIONS: with, Dr. S. Stangaciu. Personal appointments are 
available (1 Hr. or 30min.), on Tuesday November 22,2005 (9am-5pm) 
at: Dutchman’s Gold, Carlisle, Ont.,( please call, Annie VanAlten,  905-
689-6371 for information and to book your appointment  ).

WHO MIGHT WANT TO ATTEND? 
 Beekeepers & Assistants (Commercial & Hobby) Practicing 
Apitherapists or those that would like to receive knowledge to 
consult,  regarding the benefits of Apitherapy. Patients, wishing to 
gain knowledge on applying Apitherapy for various health conditions, 
diseases & concerns
People who use or have experience with Apitherapy Products
Health Practitioners
 Health Store sales persons) interested in Natural and Preventative, 
Therapeutic
Alternative Medicine- General Knowledge
Any individual interested in bees and their healing products

REGISTRATION COST: (For API-Course): ‘EARLY-BIRD’ rate $275.00 
(plus $225.00 for 2nd person same address)before October 15, 2005. 
Cancellation refundable until October 15, 2005. Registrations after 
Oct.15 are: $325.00 p/p (plus $275.00 for 2nd person same address) and  
are non-refundable. For more information contact Ontario Beekeepers’ 
Association - Bayfield ON  N0M 1G0, phone 519-565-2622, website 
www.ontariobee.com. 

•

•
•
•

•
•
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I had an inspiring experience last 
summer when our garage 
was invaded by a swarm of 

approximately 20 thousand 
bees. The scout bee found a 
finger hole in one of the cabinets 
and decided it would make a 
good home for the colony. 

Off she went and summoned 
19,999 other buzzers. We 
awoke to a black cloud of 
bzzzzzzziiiinnnggg bees directly 
above my Jetta and the mass was 
almost the size of the car. They 
hung and mingled awhile, then 
one by one, made their entrance 
to their new home. I called The 
Hawaii Association of Beekeepers 
and they sent a beemeister to 
the rescue. He vacuumed the 
nesting swarm into a few wood 
boxes and whisked them off to a 
nearby bee yard. I was stung with 
a $100 bill for his services, but felt 
pleased that our family had saved 
that huge number of pollinators. 
I found the whole experience 
intriguing. 

In the meantime, I recently retired 
from University of Hawaii Art 
Department after thirty five years 
of teaching and was in the process 
of attending a class in Glass 
Casting. During one of the class 
lectures on technical procedures, I 

remembered the honeycomb that 
I had kept as a souvenir of the 
bee visit. 

I then thought about using the 
actual wax honeycomb together 
with the traditional polycrystalline 

Glass
casting with
honeycomb

Ron Kowalke, Professor Emeritus, Art Department,  
University of Hawaii, Honolulu, Hawaii



Biological control for wax moths

wax to build a model to be cast in 
glass. After casting the wax model 
in plaster, the wax is melted out, 
creating a mold of the original 
honeycomb. Molten glass is 
poured and/or melted into the 
mold, filling the negative space 
left by the original wax model. 
The creation is left to cool slowly 
for three days. The Perrier Studio 
in Australia has an excellent web 
site featuring  “Cire Perdue” - Lost 
Wax Technique- for Glass Casting 
at http://www.perrierstudio.iinet.
net.au/process.htm

The extraordinary aspect of 
this casting is the fidelity of 
the honeycomb cell structure 
translated to glass. The shapes are 
beautiful and the glass creates 
optical illusions and wonderful 
light reflections. The casting for 
this series began in November 
2004 and took many months to 
complete. I greatly appreciate 
the opportunity to present this 
material to the beekeeping public. 
It would be my great pleasure to 
answer any questions related to 
my approach to art making, or 
the casting process by contacting 
kowalke@lava.net. 

continued on pg 17
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Ron Kowalke is a practising artist with an 

international resume of museum collections 

/exhibitions. His work is included at 

many permanent collections including 

the Museum of Modern Art  and the 

Metropolitan Museum NYC, the Library 

of Congress D.C, the Boston Library and 

the Hawaii State Foundation on Culture 

and the Arts. Among his credentials he lists 

exhibits and permanent collections in USA, 

Poland, France and Germany. Ron’s art can 

be viewed online at the following web sites

http://www.lava.net/windowsoffire/ 

http://www2.hawaii.edu/~kowalke 

http://imageevent.com/kowalke;jsessionid=r

yas2aejl1.buffalo_s 

http://flickr.com/photos/kowalkeglass/ 

He is currently affiliated with http://www.

fineartassociates.com/ and exhibits at the 

Balcony Gallery in Kailua, Hawaii.

Beekeepers across the globe can now have 
access to an organic and natural control 
product for one of their biggest  

out-of-season pests: wax moth. Vita (Europe) Ltd 
has just launched B401 (also known as Certan), 
a biological control that is up to 100% effective 
against wax moth, but is harmless to bees, humans 
and the environment.

Wax moths can cause huge problems for beekeepers by decimating 
honeycombs that have been put into seasonal storage. B401, a concentrated 
solution of the micro-organism Bacillus thuringiensis subsp aizawai, kills the 
wax moth larvae and is easily applied as a preventative measure by spraying 
a diluted amount directly onto combs just before they are put into storage. 
B401 will be available globally through Vita’s global distributor network.

B401 has many advantages over other treatments such as PDCB 
(paradichlorobenzene) crystals which are toxic to humans and honeybees 
and leave residues in wax and honey. 

“Wax moth can be an extremely destructive pest and can destroy empty 
combs in a very short space of time,” explained Dr Max Watkins, Technical 
Director of Vita. “In the USA it is estimated that wax moth damage costs 
the industry more than $5 million annually. Wax moth is a worldwide pest 
and causes most damage in areas where winters are mild.”

Watkins continued: “We are already receiving many enquiries from Greece 
and other countries where several major brands of honey had to be recalled 
because they contained unacceptably high levels of paradichlorobenzene. 
As a completely natural product that leaves no residues, B401 enables 
beekeepers to keep their produce pure.” 

Press release, Vita Europe Ltd, UK
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Infant botulism  
  Infant botulism is rare. In the past 
25 years a total of 22 Canadian 
babies became ill with infant 
botulism. The majority had no 
confirmed link to honey.

  The source of ingested spores 
is unknown in most cases of 
infant botulism. Studies in the 
USA showed around 20% of 
the affected babies had ingested 
honey before the onset of infant 
botulism.

  There are seven types of C. 
botulinum (A-G).based on the 
neurotoxins they produce. Types 
A and B are most commonly 
associated with infant botulism.

  A national study showed 98.7% 
of Canadian honey sampled was 
free of spores that cause infant 
botulism. 

  Medical science does not yet 
understand all the factors that 
make a baby susceptible to 
botulism spore germination. 

  In the rare event of illness, 
infant botulism is treated with 
supportive hospital care, including 
the monitoring of respiration and 
nutritional needs. Antibiotics or 
antitoxins are not routinely used.

  Heating honey or “pasteuriztion” 
does not destroy botulism spores.

  It is not clear how honey may 
get contaminated. Dirt dust and 
decaying larvae are possible 
sources. It is recommended 
that beekeepers maintain good 
production practices at all times.

  As a precaution Health Canada 
recommends that honey is not fed 
to infants under one year of age.

  Honey is a safe healthy food for 
anyone over one year of age. 

Infant botulism is caused by ingestion 
of viable spores of Clostridium botulinum 
which germinate, colonize and produce 
neurotoxin in the intestinal tract of 
infants under one year of age.  Infant 
botulism was first recognized in 
1976 (Pickett et al. 1976) and is now 
the most common form of botulism 
in the United States (Centers for 
Disease Control, 1998).  The disease 
remains rare in Canada with only 22 
cases reported in Canada since 1979.  
Infection may arise from ingestion 
of spores from the environment 
(dust, soil, etc) or from food.  Until 
a case of infant botulism in the UK 
was associated with infant formula, 
honey had been the only food source 
implicated in cases of infant botulism 
(Dodds, 1993).

A survey of Clostridium botulinum in 
Canadian honey was undertaken 
by the Canadian Honey Council 
(CHC) and Health Canada.  The 
CHC organized random collection of 
honey samples from each province.  
The number of samples from each 
province was proportional to the total 
honey production for each province.  
A total of 158 honey samples were 
assayed for the presence of spores of 
C. botulinum.  Eighty samples were 
collected in 2001, and 78 samples were 
collected in 2002.  Three of the 158 
samples (1.9%) contained C. botulinum.  
The spores were enumerated using 
the most probable number technique.  
One sample from Ontario contained 
7 spores/kg of proteolytic C. botulinum 
type B, one sample from Quebec 
contained 6 spores/kg of C. botulinum 
type E, and one sample from New 
Brunswick contained 6 spores/kg of 
proteolytic C. botulinum type F. 

While proteolytic strains of C. 
botulinum can cause infant botulism, 
the numbers of spores in the  samples 

tested in this survey are far below 
the levels found in honey that has 
been implicated in cases of infant 
botulism.  Previous surveys of honey 
have demonstrated spore levels 
ranging from  <1 to 10 spores/kg, 
similar to levels found in this survey.  
Samples of honey implicated in cases 
of infant botulism have been found 
to contain 1,000 to 10,000 spores/
kg (Midura, 1979; Hauschild et al. 
1988).  One of the reasons for the 
current survey, was to determine the 
source of spores in honey.  In order 
to do this, we required one or more 
samples containing at least 1,000 
spores/kg.  Since a sample with a 
high concentration of spores was not 
found, we were not able to trace back 
a sample to a single source.
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Unlike their larval stages, 
adult wax moth cause no 
physical damage to combs 
but both adults and larvae 
can transfer pathogenic 
bacteria to the wax in their 
faeces. It is important to 
target the larvae as the most 
destructive and harmful 
stage of this pest. B401 
acts by producing a natural 
toxin specific for the moth 
larvae. The larvae ingest 
the spores of B401 which 
then germinate in the 
gut and release the toxin 
which destroys the gut 
lining, killing the larvae. 
The reproductive cycle of 
the wax moth is therefore 
stopped.

About Vita (Europe) Ltd

Vita (Europe) Ltd is a 
mite control and honeybee 
health specialist based in the 
UK and operating across 
the globe. Vita researches, 
develops, manufactures and 
markets acaricide products 
and is the world’s dominant 
supplier of honeybee health 
products to the honey and 
pollination industries. 

In the development of new 
and ecologically-sensitive 
approaches to mite pest 
control, Vita collaborates 
with universities including 
Cardiff, Milan, Udine and 
institutes including the 
Tierhygienisches Institut 
(Institute of Animal Health) 
in Freiburg, Germany 
and the UK Central 
Science Laboratory. Vita’s 
innovative research and 
development work has 
received support from the 
UK Government. 

Vita’s products are available 
through a network of 40 
distributors in 47 countries 
and have been registered 
by more than 60 veterinary 
authorities. Its product 

range includes anti-varroa 
acaricides (Apistan® and 
Apiguard®), chalkbrood 
and wax moth controls, and 
foulbrood diagnostic kits. 
All products are designed as 
elements of Integrated Pest 
Management programmes 
to inhibit the build-up of 
resistance and wherever 
possible use natural 
compounds and biological 
control agents that are 
benign to all but the target 
pests. 

As a result of its primary 
research of natural control 
agents, Vita is currently 
engaged in new projects 
exploring mite control in 
the agricultural, veterinary, 
and horticultural industries 
as well as public health and 
human allergen control.

Vita has purchased the 
B401 wax moth control 
product as part of its 
acquisition of Swarm SAS, 
a French company. Swarm 
will now be known as Vita-
Swarm SAS. 

Wax moths

Adult female wax moths 
(greater and lesser wax 
moths: Galleria mellonella and 
Achroia grisella) fly at night 
and lay eggs on honeycomb 
and in tiny crevices in hives. 
After a few days the larvae 
hatch, crawl onto the comb, 
and begin to feed, damaging 
or destroying combs by 
boring through the cells 
as they consume cocoons, 
cast skins, and pollen. As 
they chew through the wax, 
they spin silken galleries for 
protection, reducing combs 
to a mass of debris and dust. 
They also pollute the combs 
with faeces, which may 
contain pathogenic bacteria 
and a mass of webbing, 
rendering what is left of the 
wax comb, useless. 

BEEKEEPER
Do you want a role in the fu-
ture shape of an industry? Our 
unique New Zealand company 
is at the leading edge of world-
wide developments in specialist 
honey and bee products. We are 
looking for beekeepers with an 
intuitive understanding of hive 
dynamics who can work unsu-
pervised. If you are a beekeeper 
with relevant commercial ex-
perience we want to hear from 
you. A seasonal appointment 
is available from September to 
April for the right person. 

Applications should be forwarded in writing to 376 Reid 
Road, RD7, Te Puke, New Zealand by fax to 00 647 542 0798 

or by email office@steenshoney.co.nz 

CWC & AES ASSOCIATES 
Canadian Honey Floral Source Identification

Pollen grain analysis: We identify the nectar 
source of Canadian honeys for characterization 
of the product for export and domestic 
consumption. We will soon be adding diastase 
analysis and colour characterization.

Other services: Our business also relates to 
plant surveys, environmental impact statements, 
reports concerning land use and remediation of 
sites for both the private and public sectors.  

Sample preparation: We require 50 grams of 
raw unprocessed honey from each drum that is 
identified for shipment.  

Samples can be mailed to: 
CWC & AES Associates  
11384 Kempt Head Rd. 

Boularderie Center, NS  B1X 1K9    
 

Phone 902 674 2524  email cwcromp@auracom.com  
Keep on the lookout for our upcoming website.

Staff:  Clifford W. Crompton Dip. Agric. M.Sc. Author of
 “Pollen Grains of Canadian Honey Plants” and
Alina Stahevitch-Crompton B.Sc., M.Sc. Ph. D.
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Common Name:  Sainfoin, Holy clover, Holy hay;  
French clover

Scientific Name: Onobrychis viciifolia Scop.

Native Range:

Sainfoin (sãn´foin) [French for holy hay] is a perennial 
herb of the family Leguminosae (pea family) indigenous to 
southern Europe and temperate western Asia. There are 
some 130 different Eurasian species of Onobrychis spp. (from 
Greek “donkey fodder”) but the main cultivated species is 
Onobrychis viciifolia Scop. 

Sainfoin was widely cultivated as a forage crop in Europe 
for centuries. It was brought to the UK from France in the 
early 1600’s and to North America in the mid 1800’s. 

It is considered a prime honey crop in both the UK and 
France where it is often cropped twice in a year (after 
mowing).

Canadian Distribution:

Although introduced into the United States about 160 years 
ago, sainfoin has never become agriculturally important 
there. Considered a dry-land crop it was not brought 
to Canada until later. Early varieties from Europe were 
poorly adapted to North America. New varieties were 
introduced to North America from Turkey and have shown 

more promise as a hay 
and pasture crop for the 
Dakotas and Montana. 
Today there are more 
productive varieties, 2 
developed for Canada 
and now widely used are 
Melrose and Nova. 

Sainfoin has not replaced 
the traditional forages. 
Although it appears to be 
about equal to alfalfa in 
palatability and nutritive 
value, regrowth after 
mowing is limited. It is 
however, superior to many 
forages as it does not cause 
bloat in cattle.

Description:

Sainfoin is a perennial 
legume with a deep taproot 
and stout erect stems 
arising from a many-
branched crown. The stems 
of sainfoin are upright, 
hollow and succulent during 
summer. When not eaten 
or cut, the skeletons remain 
after autumn and trap 

blowing snow throughout 
winter.

O. viciifolia grows from 
15 cm to over 1 m high 
depending on environmental 
conditions. It has pinnate-
compound leaves. They are 
composed of 6 to 14 pairs 
of leaflets, which can have 
small hairs. The flowers 
are characteristic of this 
crop. They are large and 
appear on spike-like heads 
(racemes) up to 15 cm long. 
The pink or rose-colored 
flowers have dark striations 
and occur on terminal, 
erect, close racemes made 
up of a series of about 50 
flowers (range 5 to 120). 
The oldest blossoms are at 
the bottom, the youngest at 
the top.

Seed pods that form after 
pollination are less than 1 
cm long, hairy, and toothed 
on the margins. The pods 
shatter as they mature, 
expelling the single seed.

Ecology

Under optimal conditions 
for sainfoin, it will out 
produce crops such as 
red clover and alfalfa. 
Successful crops of sainfoin 
are grown on free draining 
soils with minimum pH of 
6.5. It is intolerant of acid 
soils and flooding.

It thrives on calcareous 
soils too dry or too barren 
for clover or alfalfa and 
makes excellent hay. Some 
plantings are 60 years old 
and still used for pasture. 

Sainfoin blooms 1 to 2 
weeks before alfalfa, but has 
a shorter flowering period. 
Flowering begins in early to 

Early summer Sainfoin blossom

Doug Clay, Research Scientist, Calgary, AB

Plants for bees
Sainfoin or Holy Hay
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HARD CHEMICAL RESISTANCE?

MITE-AWAY II™ 
 Proven Varroa Control

Hive treated spring and fall 2003 with only Mite-Away II ™ 
 Single Application Formic Acid Pads 

Picture taken March 10, 2004

Mite-Away II ™ Spring and Fall – Proven Control
Of Varroa and Tracheal Mites

Affordable, Single Treatment, Ready to Use, Food Grade - No Residues!

What’s Your Hive Worth to You?

NOD Apiary Products Ltd.
P.O. Box 117 Frankford, Ontario K0K 2C0

toll free: 866-483-2929   fax: 613-398-8422
www.miteaway.com

Early spring sainfoin plant

mid June and can last up to 
60 days.

Canadian Habitat:

O. viciifolia requires a neutral 
to alkaline soil. Although 
not grown much in eastern 
Canada, it maybe suitable 
for certain sites as sainfoin 
yields best on deep well 
drained soils with good 
moisture, including gravelly 
soils. 

Because it can withstand 
winter temperatures as low 
as -40° C, it can grow in the 
coldest parts of the country. 
Sainfoin performs better 
than alfalfa on cold soils.

Methods of Reproduction 
and Spread:

Sainfoin seed production is 
primarily dependent upon 
bee pollination. The flower 
mechanism is similar to 
sweetclover. A bee landing 
on the flower causes the 
stigma and anthers to 
protrude from the keel. The 
stigma projects beyond the 
anthers to ensure cross-
pollination. After the bee 
flies off the flower returns to 
its previous position.

Cross-pollination of sainfoin 
flowers is required as self-
pollination does not occur. 
Seed production of plants 

exposed to bees was 10 to 
25 times as great as that 
from plants caged to exclude 
bee visitors. Flowers of 
many species of plants begin 
to fade or wilt shortly after 
they are pollinated. It is not 
known if this is true with 
sainfoin. The seed develops 
in a one-seed pod. 

Four hives per acre were 
found to be insufficient for 
bee saturation of a sainfoin 
field. Seed production 
increases with stand age, 
with about 50% production 
in the first year.

Honey/Pollen Potential:

Flowering begins at the base 
of the raceme and takes 2 
to 3 weeks to reach the tip. 
Honey bees begin visiting 
the flowers quite early in 
the morning and continue 
to visit them throughout 
the entire day. In the early 
morning, bees will begin 
working sainfoin an hour 
before clover. The flowers 
may open throughout 
the day but mostly in the 
morning. Each blossom 
usually remains open for 
only 1 day. The calyx tube 
is 2 to 3 mm deep, thus 
honey bees can reach the 
nectar and pollen.
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The Canadian Bee Industry 
Safety Quality Traceability (C-

BISQT) programme developed by 
the Canadian Honey Council is an 
industry driven, On Farm Food Safety 
initiative with financial assistance 
from Agriculture and Agri- Food 
Canada. Under this program a good 
production practices manual has been 
drafted and record keeping forms 
have been prepared by beekeepers 
for beekeepers. These are currently 
undergoing field trials during the 
summer of 2005 

Following this pilot project the  
C-BISQT program will be 
submitted for Technical Review and 
accreditation by the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency. Emphasis at the 
moment is on developing the record 
keeping system that will be used to 
track honey moving from producer to 
customer and to trace honey back to 
the producer or even the beeyard of 
origin.

In response to the national C-BISQT 
survey of beekeepers conducted in 
2004, a paper record keeping system 
has been developed and it is the record 
keeping system that is undergoing the 
field trials. The system consists of:

 An apiary log used to log visits to 
each beeyard and record activities 
performed there.

 A lot management record for 
tracking lots coming in from the 
beeyard. It relates those lots to 
barrels or other containers that a 
particular lot is stored or shipped 
in.

 An inventory log for recording 
the acquisition and dispensing of 
agricultural chemicals used in pest 
control and disease management 
in the beeyard and the plant.

 A shipping log for recording 
the destination of all containers 
shipped.

1.

2.

3.

4.

 A maintenance log for recording 
maintenance performed on all 
equipment and facilities in an 
operation.

All the records are in the form of 
two-part non carbon duplicate forms 
— like those used for receipts. The 
beekeeper will be able to separate 
the records, keep one copy onsite 
and forward the other copy to be 
entered into a database or archived 
securely. It was felt that this approach 
was the most flexible and could be 
adapted to the largest variety of 
operations as possible. It would suit 
beekeepers not used to, or unable 
to, use electronic record keeping 
systems. The beekeeper could focus 
on keeping the paper records, separate 
the records and forward one copy to a 
data entry point. This data entry point 
could be their bookkeeper, C-BISQT 
or possibly a third party contracted 
specifically for the purpose. With 
these various possibilities, the most 
cost effective option could develop in 
response to the way the majority of 
beekeepers actually use the system. 
This would avoid having to push an 
arbitrary system, top down, on the 
beekeeping community.

It is anticipated that an electronic 
record keeping system will follow 
immediately upon the introduction of 
the paper version. Beekeepers com-
fortable with computers and electronic 
data entry could transfer their paper 
records to a database themselves or 
enter their data directly without the 
paper version using a personal digital 
assistant (PDA). The database would 
be maintained on a local desktop 
computer application, kept by the 
beekeeper in the plant or at home. For 
a beekeeper to be accredited under 
the C-BISQT programme, a portion 
of those records would need to be 
submitted for auditing.

5.

The pilot project will take place this 
summer. Reports from users will be 
reviewed and the record keeping 
system augmented to reflect their 
input. 

Container 
identification 
systems

There are several implications of 
the record keeping system of 

which beekeepers should be aware.  
First, it is assumed that it will be 
possible to identify a hive, or pallet 
of hives in a beeyard. In the absence 
of such identification it will have to 
be assumed that the entire beeyard 
was the subject of some procedure, 
which may introduce undesirable 
inaccuracies into the system. Say you 
had to treat a quarter of your hives in 
a beeyard with some chemical and it 
turns out that the honey flow started 
before the withholding period was 
complete. The entire yard would be 
lost to production unless you were 
able to substantiate which hives were 
subject to the treatment and which 
were not.

A second implication is that a labeling 
and identification system for barrels 
and other containers will need to be 
consistent with industry standards 
across the country. To some extent 
the identification system is arbitrary 
as long it can be standardized. It 
will likely prove desirable that the 
selected system not only meets the 
requirements of the honey industry 
in Canada, but also conforms to 
international standards and conforms 
to inventory systems used in retail. 
Given the choice between a honey 
supplier that supplies data in a form 
compliant with a retailer’s inventory 
system and one who does not, clearly 
the retailer will prefer the compliant 
source. 

CBISQT field trials underway.
R. Gelderblom, CBISQT consultant, Calgary
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The information need not be stored 
centrally but can be recovered 
following the chain back to its source. 
The down side to such a system is 
additional time required to follow 
the trace and identify bracketing lots 
for the purpose of recall. The upside 
is simplicity, which definitely has a 
value as well. In the case of the honey 
industry the shortest chain would be 
producer-consumer. More complex 
examples are: producer-shipper-
retailer-consumer, or even producer-
shipper-packer-shipper-retailer-
consumer.

More and more such a system looks 
like the GTIN (Global Trade Item 
Number) system adopted by many 
markets. The 14 digit GTIN identifies 
a trade item (product or service), the 
producer and the packaging type (case 
of 12, barrel, etc). The GTIN involves 
membership in an organization and the 
associated fees that come with such a 
membership. The C-BISQT committee 
is investigating the possibility of 
implementing an identification system 
that is compliant with the GTIN 
system.

As long as the identification system the 
honey industry adopts consists of 14 
digits, with the last digit reserved for 
a checksum (the result of a calculation 
performed on all the other digits in 
the number to insure data integrity, 
i.e. capture clerical errors), the system 
will be compliant with a GTIN based 
inventory system and may suit most 
retailers and export markets. The 
exact composition of the number is 
currently the subject of some research 
and development. It needs to include 
an identifier for a producer or packer, 
an identifier for the packaging type (a 
barrel, or one of the other legal sizes 
of container that can be used in the 
industry) and a lot identifier of some 
sort. Combined, that information 
would allow tracing to the immediate 
source of the honey.

There are a couple of ways a tracking 
and tracing system can work. On the 
one hand all lots can be entered into 
a central database and the adventures 
of that lot are recorded as it passes 
from producer to consumer. The 
source of a given lot recorded like 
that can be established in one query 
to the database and bracketing lots 
can be identified immediately. The 
downside of such a system is a certain 
amount of administrative overhead and 
complexity and, perhaps, some privacy 
issues. 

The alternative to such a system 
is referred to as a One-Up-One-
Down system; every link in the 
chain tracks who the supplier is and 
what the destination is of a product. 

Sainfoin blossoms secrete nectar 
excessively and are highly attractive 
to pollinating insects, particularly 
honey bees. In a comparison it was 
observed that 10 times the number 
of bees visited sainfoin compared to 
white clover, a plant considered highly 
attractive to bees. The total quantity 
of nectar sugar produced is estimated 
to be 32.8 to 130.3 kg/ha. Pollen is 
also produced in abundance. During 
a cool wet (poor) season in France, 
bees in scale hives were able to store 
nearly two kg of honey daily. Honey 
production is estimated at over 500 kg/
ha and 20 to 54 kg/colony. The nectar 
secretion increases with temperature 
but continues through the range 14 to 
30° C.

Sainfoin honey is pale yellow or 
amber, exceptionally clear and 
considered to be of the finest quality. 
According to Lovell (1926) this honey 
does not granulate readily while 
Ramsay (1987), quoting Eva Crane, 
says it granulates rapidly to a fine solid 
consistency.
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NOD Apiary Products Ltd. received 
the official PMRA Certificate of 

Registration for Mite-Away II Formic 
Acid Pads effective May 20, 2005. 

This means that the varroa and tracheal 
mite treatment product Mite-Away II 
is fully registered and legal for sale in 
Canada. The use of Mite-Away II no 

longer falls under the PMRA document 
C94-05.  Questions concerning this 
product should be directed to NOD 
Apiary Products Ltd., toll free: 866-
483-2929, <mailto:info@miteaway.

com>info@miteaway.com,  or visit the 
website: http://www.miteaway.com/

www.miteaway.com.

Plants for bees continued
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Making Tomorrow’s Products Better

Acsion Industries • P.O. Box 429 • 402 Ara Mooradian Way, Pinawa  MB R0E 1L0
tel:204-753-2255 • fax: 204-753-8466 • e-mail: acsion@acsion.com •  www.acsion.com

Introducing EB Treatment for AFB Decontamination!

Disinfection using EB Treatment at
 Acsion’s Manitoba Service Centre

Acsion’s EB (electron beam) treatment process
has been shown to  be extremely effective for
disinfecting AFB-contaminated supers.

Equally effective in treating pollen.

• Low cost affordable process
• No heating 
• No damage to wax combs
• No residues
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After

of this season, I have been 
parking my vehicles on the 
frontage road, putting on 
knee rubbers and walking 
through mud into the spring 

yard.  A bountiful honey 
season is questionable. 
The deadline for seeding, 
in order to qualify for the 
Provincial crop insurance 
program, has passed and a 
spokesman for Manitoba 

Having such a large number 
of fields unseeded will 
ultimately affect beekeepers 
across the Province as they 
look for alternate locations 
and deal with lower honey 
production”. 

Intense weather systems are 
becoming more common. 
Snow and ice storms, 
torrential rain and hail 
storms, tornadoes and 
wind storms appear to be 
increasing in frequency and 
severity. Dr. Barry Smit, 
Canada Research Chair 
in Global Environmental 
Change, Professor of 
Geography, University of 
Guelph notes that climate 
change is often thought of 
as global warming, referring 
to small long-term increases 
in average temperature. 
But there are other aspects 
of climate change that we 
can expect, such as higher 

years of 
drought in the 

prairies, beekeepers 
recently experienced 

unprecedented rain and 
flood waters. Dry fields 
became lakes and dams 
overflowed as the rain kept 
falling. Calgary beekeeper, 
Rudy Gelderblom found 
one of his beehives about 
5 km downstream from its 
original location. It had 
been swept off its stand by 
the rising waters. 

In Manitoba, Ron Rudiak 
reports, “I have not talked 
to a beekeeper who didn’t 
have a story to tell about 
the wet spring. For most 

Adapting to Climate change
Heather Clay, National Coordinator, CHC

A brood box drifts in the Elbow river after being swept off its stand

Making Tomorrow’s Products Better

Acsion Industries • P.O. Box 429 • 402 Ara Mooradian Way, Pinawa  MB R0E 1L0
tel:204-753-2255 • fax: 204-753-8466 • e-mail: acsion@acsion.com •  www.acsion.com

Introducing EB Treatment for AFB Decontamination!

Disinfection using EB Treatment at
 Acsion’s Manitoba Service Centre

Acsion’s EB (electron beam) treatment process
has been shown to  be extremely effective for
disinfecting AFB-contaminated supers.

Equally effective in treating pollen.

• Low cost affordable process
• No heating 
• No damage to wax combs
• No residues

Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Initiatives estimates 
that there may be two 
million unseeded acres 
in Manitoba this year. 
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IN

Oxalic Acid Registration
Heather Clay, National Coordinator CHC

Canada all 
pesticides are 
regulated under the 

Pest Control Products 
(PCP) Act. The Pest 
Management Regulatory 
Agency (PMRA) enforces 
the PCP Act with “the 
objective of preventing 
unacceptable risks to people 
and the environment from 
the use of pest control 
products”. The Agency has 
a lengthy and expensive 
process for reviewing and 
registering each pest control 
product for use. Usually the 
application for registration 
is submitted by a large drug 
company with a well funded 
team that can produce the 
detailed research studies 
required to prove efficacy 
as well as the potential risks 
to health and environment. 
PMRA scientists rigorously 
review this information in 
order to determine if the 
product is acceptable for use 
in Canada. 

Oxalic Acid is a low risk 
pesticide that is very useful 
in the treatment of varroa 
mites. It is not a synthetic 
chemical and will not 
accumulate in the food 
chain. It has over 90% 
efficacy in the treatment of 
mites and leaves no residues 
in the honey. Oxalic acid 
occurs naturally in many 
foods including honey. 
Beekeepers felt that it was 
important to have this 
chemical registered for use 
in treating varroa mites. 
Over the past year they 

donated money to allow 
Canadian Honey Council 
(CHC) to prepare the 
documentation and pay the 
necessary fees to have oxalic 
acid registered.

The CHC is a not for profit 
corporation and will not be 
selling oxalic acid. There are 
a large number of suppliers 
and oxalic acid is readily 
available over the counter.  
This has created a problem 
for the PMRA because 
their system is set up for 
assigning a PCP number to 
one supplier, who is usually 
the applicant.

The PMRA recognizes 
the need for fast tracking 
the approval process for 
low risk, readily available 
pesticides. They have 
formed a low risk pesticide 
working group that is 
devising and recommending 
solutions for improving 
the current registration 
process. In the case of low 
risk pesticides such as oxalic 
acid, there is consideration 
being given to exempting 
them from registration or 
regulation under the PCP 
act. 

The working group has 
identified some of the 
characteristics of low risk 
pesticides as

  Low toxicity to non-target 
species

  Low inherent risk to users 
and the environment

  Off-label use unlikely to 
cause adverse effects

  Not persistent

  No “residues of concern” 
in target or off-target 
crops

  Substance widely available 
to public for other uses

  Regulated under other 
legislation

  Long history of safe use

  Common food or foodstuff 
(mechanical processing 
only)

  Non-toxic mode of action

  Unlikely to cause 
resistance 

Oxalic acid meets 
the general low risk 
requirements and there 
is good efficacy data to 
support our request. We 
have indications that the 
PMRA review will be 
completed this summer 
and that a policy statement 
will be issued in time for 
fall use of oxalic acid. 
This is good news for 
beekeepers who would 
like to begin treatments 
after the honey flow, when 
the colony is broodless. 
The recommended dosage 
and methods of use will 
be available on the CHC 
website www.honeycouncil.
ca and from suppliers as 
well as provincial apiarists.

Oxalic Acid Facts 
Oxidizing agent
Colourless crystals
Molecular formula: C2H2 O4

Dust or mist irritates the nose and throat
Solutions of 5-10% are irritating to the skin

Occurs naturally in: 
 g/100g ppm
Beans 0.36  3600  
Beet leaves 0.61  6100 
Carrot 0.50  5000 
Celery  0.19  1900
Parsley  1.70  17,000 
Spinach 0.97  9700 
Honey   20-400 

(Mutinelli)

From: 

Agriculture Handbook No 8-11 Vegetables and Vegetable 

Products 1984. 

Cheminfo: Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety

•
•
•
•
•
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Honey Wanted
Call for Current Market Conditions

Toll Free
1-800-789-4391

Trusted By Beekeepers for Over 50 Years!

ELI GROSSMAN - EXT 230

e-mail: egrossman@billybee.com

Billy Bee Honey Products Ltd. 68 Tycos Drive,  
Toronto, ON M6B 1V9

TEL: 800-789-4391  FAX: 416-789-9112
www.billybee.com

Foundation

For all your foundation needs, any size, wired or without, 
organic or conventional,  

place orders by phone 780-835-2115 or  
fax 780-835-2873 or email tegart@telusplanet.net.

For Sale

RV Comb Honey Trays - leak proof, clear plastic snap-on 
lid, cream colour plastic base. Stops the leaks and finger 
punctures of aluminum trays. Available in 100 or 500 per 

carton. River Valley Apiaries, P.O. Box 142, Stirling, 
Ontario, K0K 3E0.

VISA or Mastercard accepted. Phone/fax: 613-395-4257

For Sale

Active Beekeeping Business with retail packaging market. 
Registered packer, stainless steel extracting plant. 

Equipment for 500 colonies, queen rearing, package and 
nucleus colony production, pollination.

Sunny east west valley, three bedroom house, 2.61 acres, 
school bus route.  

Mike McLennan, Flower Power Apiaries, 4550 Hillview 
Rd Grand Forks BC V0H 1H5, 250-442-2933.

For Sale

Manual benchtop system for making your own honey 
straws.  Reliable, Affordable, Profitable.  Check it out at 

www.AnthonysKansasHoney.com.

For Sale

1,000 colonies Contact Jack Cage, Beaverlodge Alberta 
780-354-2728

For Sale

Denver Sting Stopper

Introducing a revolutionary new product designed 
exclusively to STOP the irritating stinging, burning, itching 

and swelling from Bee, Wasp, Yellow Jacket and Hornet 
stings. Also works on bites from Ticks, Mosquitoes, Fire 

Ants and Jellyfish stings.  
Contact 519-942-1380 or randy.beesknees@rogers.com

Wanted to Buy

Borage honey in drums  
and also beeswax.  

Contact Henry Nauta,  
phone 905-640-1564, fax 905-640-7479.

Classifieds
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MENTHOL BOARDS
Please order early

HAMILTON BEE RANCH LTD.
Box 1169, Nipawin SK S0E 1E0

Phone 306-862-4194
Fax 306-862-4193

Producers of Northern Blossom Honey

MiteGone™ 

FORMIC ACID DISPENSER 

Available in Canada
and World Wide!

Treatment method & video: www.
mitegone.com

e-mail: info@mitegone.com
tel / fax: 1-250-762-8156

frequency and severity of extreme 
weather events. 

Sudden and severe storms or long 
persistent periods of drought have 
an impact on crops and production. 
Depending on the crop insurance 
program beekeepers are not always 
compensated for loss of colonies 
caused by acts of nature. Some 
beekeepers in Quebec and New 
Brunswick who lost colonies during 
the unprecedented 1998 ice storm 
only received a small amount of 
compensation if any. Crop insurance 
can help with low production years 
but over the long term it is better to 
have a good crop. Western beekeepers 
have been challenged with prolonged 
drought conditions. After years of low 
rainfall, the vegetation is tinder dry 
and grass fires have become a concern. 
Wooden hives filled with wax can be 
very susceptible to drought-induced 
grass fires. 

What to do? Smit says there are 
two strategies that can be applied - 
mitigation and adaptation. We have to 
plan for floods and drought and work 
to reduce vulnerability. The adaptive 
strategies that Smit recommends 
include planning ahead to avoid 
development on floodplains, improving 
early warning systems for weather 
events, landscaping catchment areas 
with suitable plants and reforestation 
to prevent mass wasting and hold 
rainfall for longer periods before 
runoff. “Prediction of weather” he 
says, “is a mug’s game, because a one-
in-two hundred year flood can happen 
two years running”. 

Smit says, “We can expect more 
frequent, widespread and serious 
droughts and floods as part of the 
global climate change phenomenon. 
This will have serious consequences 
for producers, for the agri-food sector, 
and for safety net programs”.

Further information can be obtained 
from the climate change website of the 
government of Canada. A publication 
‘Canada Country Study’ provides a 
national overview with appendices for 
each region of the country.

Foundation made up from
$1.50-$1.75 lb

4-5 sheets to the pound
Nucs and resistant queens

FERGUSON APIARIES
Hensall, Ontario
519-236-4979
ferga@hay.net
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F.W. JONES & SON LTD.
SINCE 1878

44 DUTCH STREET, BEDFORD, 
QUEBEC J0J 1A0  

(450) 248 3323 PHONE

(450) 248 2592 FAX

E-MAIL: info@fwjones.com

We stock a complete line of beekeeping
Equipment for all your needs. 

Woodenware, Queen excluders, 
containers in glass and plastic.

Queen rearing equipment, 
Queens, Comb Honey

Containers, Foundation, smokers,  
Extracting Equipment

Beekeeping Tools and much more.

Please call or write to receive your
Free catalogue.

Branch Office: F.W. Jones & Son Ltd.
105 St. Regis Crescent, Toronto, Ont. M3J 1Y6

416 783 2818

Your Leading Supplier of:

*Natural Menthol Crystal
Please indicate your interest in Thymol Crystals, Call for 

Availability

*Bee Feed Pollen

*Fresh, Frozen Royal Jelly

Call for Competitive Pricing and for a Free Copy of our 
Full Color 2004 Mail Order Catalog.

PO Box 2744 _ Eugene, OR 97402 USA
Toll Free (800) 456-7923 _ Fax (541) 762-7173

www.GloryBeeFoods.com
Sales@GloryBeeFoods.com

Eastern
Guy Anderson, Kincardine ON 519-396-3529

Central
Lewis Farms, Austin, MB 204-637-2277

West
Alberta Honey Co-op, 70 Alberta Ave.  

Spruce Grove AB, 780-962-5573
Stawn’s Honey, Vernon BC 250-542-9977 
J.J. Bee Supplies 5693-176 St.,  

Surrey BC Ph 604-574-3400 Fax 604-574-9728
Flying Dutchman 6124 Metral Drive,  

Nanaimo BC ph/fax 250-390-2313

One-piece plastic drone comb



Quality Bee Pollen
Peace River, Alberta
Rural Ontario

Custom pollen cleaning and drying services
Buying Canadian bee pollen.
Fresh frozen pollen available

Call Chris Toll-Free 1-866-624-8175
Tel. (519) 773-5902
11302 Imperial Road, Aylmer, Ontario, N5H 2R3

www.apinutrition.com
chris@apinutrition.com

PLANET BEE HONEY FARM  
TOURS & GIFTS

5011 Bella Vista Road
Vernon,  B.C.  V1H 1A1
Phone 250 542-8088
email:  info@planetbee.com
website:  www.planetbee.com

Retail / Wholesale & 
Distributor Pricing,  
Re-sellers Wanted

Specialty Honey, Pollen, 
Propolis, Royal Jelly,  

Filtered Beeswax

Mite-Away

Use Mite-Away II Single Application Formic acid Pads in the spring 
and fall for control of varroa and tracheal mites. See our updated 

web site at www.miteaway.com or call toll free 866-483-2929. 
You can purchase Mite-Away at the following distributors: 

Ontario:  F.W. Jones & Sons Ltd, Toronto, 800-665-6637  
Cook's Bee Supplies, Aurora, 888-645-9722  
Better Bee Supplies, Cambridge, 519-621-7430  
Benson Bee Supplies Ltd, Metcalfe, 800-214-7366  
Peter Mewett, Stirling, 613-395-3225  
Grey-Bruce Bee Supplies, Markdale, 519-986-4980 
Clovermead Apiaries, Aylmer, ON 519-773-5503  
Tannenhof Farms, Oro Station,877-772-8753 
Sudbury Bee Supplies, Sudbury, 705-566-0743

Quebec: F.W. Jones & Sons Ltd., Bedford, 800-665-6637 
Maritimes:  Country Fields Beekeeping Supplies,  

Upper Coverdale, N.B., 506-387-6804 
Western Canada:  BeeMaid, Winnipeg MB, 204-783-2240 

Vancouver Island Apiary Supply,  
Duncan, BC    250-746-1676

VESPER TRANSPORT
Fully reconditioned and #1 Quality Export Drums - Offering custom 

trucking across western Canada and western states.
Office/Cory 250-499-5773 - Lee 250-499-5753 - 

Fax 250-499-5752 

High Fructose Corn Syrup
Food Grade Sweetener
Dealer for ADM Corn Processors

   Serving Manitoba & Saskatchewan

Delivered to Door on Time
At Temperature 80-90 degrees F.

PO Box 190 Fisher Branch MB R0C 0Z0
Telephone 1-800-990-1390 
E-mail-paul@interlakeforageseeds.com




