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Bad Beekeeping
             by Ron Miksha

(a book about really, really,
really BAD beekeeping)

From the prairie badlands  
of southern Saskatchewan  

to the palmetto swamps 
 of Florida, this is the  
story of a beekeeper  

and his family who  
survived drought, low  

prices and Canadian  
politics, to make a million  

pounds of honey.

Available from Ron Miksha
$30 CAN or $25 US

email: miksha@shaw.ca
www.badbeekeeping.com



HiveLights August 2007 1

Publication Mail Agreement number 

40031644
ISSN 1489-730X

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to
CANADIAN HONEY COUNCIL

Suite 236, 234 -5149 Country Hills Blvd. NW
Calgary, AB T3A 5K8

chc-ccm@honeycouncil.ca
www.honeycouncil.ca

(403) 208 7141

Hobbyist  
(1 to 49 Colonies) ...$50
Small commercial  
(50 to 299) .............$100
Large commercial  
(300 +) ....................$200
Industry ................$250     

•

•

•

•

Please make cheque pay-
able to the Canadian Honey 

Council and mail to:
CANADIAN HONEY COUNCIL

Suite 236, 234-5149  
Country Hills Blvd NW
Calgary, AB T3A 5K8

Fax 403-547-4317

Join the CHC and support beekeeping in Canada
 CHC is the national organization of the beekeeping industry. It 

is the vital link between beekeeper associations, governments 
and provincial apiculturists. Beekeepers in business can claim 
CHC membership and travel to the annual meeting as eligible 
business expenses for tax purposes.

 Editor ................................................................... Heather Clay
 Design and Production ................................. Rudy Gelderblom

 Hivelights is published quarterly (Feb./May/Aug./Nov.) by the 
Canadian Honey Council. Hivelights goes free of charge to 
members of the CHC. Non-member subscriptions are welcomed: 
$30/year (U.S.) outside Canada. Deadline for submissions: six 
weeks prior to publication (i.e. Dec. 15th for Feb. issue). A free 
sample copy will be sent on request. The opinions expressed in 
the articles printed in Hivelights are those of the authors, and 
do not imply the endorsement of the Canadian Honey Council 
for the promotion of any product, goods or services mentioned 
in this publication unless specifically stated.

Membership Application

Name 

Company 

Address

City 

Province Postal Code

Phone

Fax

Email

Visa #

Expiration date

Membership Fees

Table of Contents

  3   Canadian Honey Council Activities 
Heather Clay

  4   Colony losses in Canada 
Heather Clay

  8 Artist wins Governor General’s Award 
 Geoff Nixon

  9   Provincial Reports 

15   CBISQT program update 
Rudy Gelderblom

16    Pollinators provide economic incentive 

17 Exports of Honey to the European Union  
Heather Clay

19 Plants for bees 
Doug Clay

24  Anarchiost bees 

24  Shattering the folklore: black flies do not pol-
linate sweet lowbush blueberry

25  Queen bees avert the sting in the tail 
Heidi Ledford

25  Classifieds

Illustrations

Directors ................................................... Billy Burgos 

Winnipeg meeting ....................................

Karo rooftop bees .................................... Rudy Gelderblom

Plants for bees .......................................... Jim Campbell

HiveLights
August 2007 Vol 20 #3

Fresh comb and some 
bees strategizing on 

how to fill that comb 
as quickly as they 
can for Canadian 

beekeepers.



A reliable partner
Beekeepers have had to broaden their management  
skills even further with increasing challenges by  
diseases and pests.

We can help by supplying you with the information  
you need to make informed decisions about disease prevention 
and the role of pharmaceuticals in your management practices.

Suppliers of
Oxytet-25 Soluble

Fumagilin-B
Formic Acid

Bee Repel
Apistan

FoulBrood Mix

403 652-4441 www.medivet.ca
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Queens from Chile

The Canadian 
Food Inspection 
Agency has 
consulted with 
the Canadian 
Honey Council 
and the Canadian 
Association of 
Professional 
Apiculturists concerning 
the issue of importation 
of queen bees from Chile. 
Chile appears to be free of 
diseases of concern to the 
Canadian honeybee industry 
(Africanized honeybees, 
Small Hive Beetle, and 
oxytetracycline-resistant 
American Foulbrood).  
The CFIA requested and 
received documentation 
from the Chile Agriculture 
and Livestock Service 
(SAG) to confirm that Chile 
does not import honeybees 
from any country where 
Africanized honeybees 
are known to exist. They 
also confirmed that they 
have strict border controls 
to prevent the smuggling 
of bees from neighboring 
countries and that their 
apiary inspectors are 
trained to look for signs of 
africanization (aggressive 
behaviour, swarming) 
during their inspection 
visits.  The CHC has no 
objections to permitting 
importation of queen bees 
from Chile under CFIA 
protocols.  

Dr. Maria A. Perrone, 
Senior Staff Veterinarian – 
Imports, CFIA, has advised 

Canadian Honey Council Activities
Heather Clay, National Coordinator CHC

that shipments of 
honeybee queens 
from Chile are 
now permitted and 
will be subject to 
CFIA inspection at 
the port of landing. 
They must be 
accompanied by an 
official zoosanitary 
export certificate 

from the Chilean authorities 
containing all the required 
animal health attestations, 
as negotiated between 
the Chile Agriculture and 
Livestock Service (SAG) 
and the CFIA.

Colony Collapse Disorder

The issue of CCD has 
grabbed media attention 
since spring and there is 
a great deal of interest in 
what is happening to the 
bees. Although CCD has 
not been confirmed in 
Canada, the CHC held a 
meeting of stakeholders in 
June to develop a short 
term response and long term 
strategies in the event of 
future high losses. The 23 
action items that emerged 
from the meeting can be 
found on page 6. The CHC 
is urging more research 
dollars are spent on federal 
positions to assist in 
assessing colony health and 
we are seeking government 
support for a national 
diagnostic centre. We are 
also preparing a brochure 
for beekeepers with 
integrated pest management 
recommendations for the 
bee year. The brochure will 
be distributed by the CHC, 
provincial apiculturist, 

provincial associations and 
supply companies.

Promotion

Pierre, the “Spokesbear” 
for Canadian honey, has 
made several appearances 
at honey shows and fairs 
this year. He appeared at 
Aggie Days in Calgary 
and at Spruce Meadows 
International Show early 
summer.  He is heading to 
Manitoba for fall activities 
followed by an appearance 
at Agribition in Regina. As 
a followup to the awareness 
campaign the CHC will 
continue the promotion 
of 100% Canadian honey, 
providing tamper proof 
labels for the retail market. 
These are expected to 
be ready in time for fall 
marketing.

Forging a New Direction

The current major 
initiative, Forging a New 
Direction (funded in part 
by the Advancing Canadian 
Agriculture and Agri-food 
Program – ACAAF) began 
in October 2006.  Working 
Committees developed 
a number of options for 
“re-inventing” the CHC 
to better meet current 
and future challenges 
to the Canadian honey 
bee industry. Input 
from individuals and 
organizations has been 
received through meetings, 
round-tables and the CHC 
website.  Consultation with 
provincial associations/
commissions regarding 
the future direction of 
the CHC as the “national 

voice of the Canadian 
honey bee industry” will 
continue through the year. 
In October the provincial 
association presidents and 
CHC directors will come 
together for a face to face 
meeting in Winnipeg.  The 
final recommendations will 
be presented at that meeting 
and preparations will begin 
to implement the preferred 
options.  The Forging a 
New Direction Project will 
continue until the spring of 
2009, when the restructured 
and revitalized CHC will 
emerge.

Organic Honey Standards

The Canadian Honey 
Council has been invited 
to be a voting member and 
assist in developing national 
standards for organic 
agriculture for the Canadian 
General Standards 
Board. The standards for 
organic honey production 
that are currently in use 
were developed without 
consultation of our industry. 
We had no vote and our 
recommendations in the past 
were largely ignored. This 
is an opportunity to develop 
meaningful standards that 
do not exclude us from the 
world marketplace and do 
not make higher standards 
than we impose on imported 
product.

If you have any comments 
on the standards or would 
like to participate on the 
CHC organic committee, 
please contact the CHC 
office.

Oxalic Acid Registration

In October 2005 the 
Minister of Agriculture 
approved the use of oxalic 
acid for the treatment of 
varroa mites in bee hives. 
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CHC - CCM  
Delegates 2006 

Canadian Honey Council  
Board of Directors

PRESIDENT Ed Nowek  
BC Honey Producers 
Association 
5011 Bella Vista Rd 
Vernon BC V1H 1A1
ph. 250-542-8088 
beeworld@junction.net 

VICE PRESIDENT John Van Alten
Ontario Beekeepers 
Association
Dutchmans Gold
Carlisle ON L0R 1H2
ph. 905-689-6371 
fax 905-689-7730 
info@dutchmansgold.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Paul Kittilsen, Maritime 
Beekeepers Association 
RR 1 
Debert NS B0M 1G0 
ph. 902-662-4072 
pl.kittilsen@ns.sympatico.ca 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Corey Bacon
Saskatchewan Beekeepers 
Association
B’s Bee Ranch
Box 84 
Kinistino SK S0J 1H0 
ph. 306-864-3774
beeranch@sasktel.net

CHC OFFICE, NATIONAL COORDINATOR  
Heather Clay
Suite 236, 234-5149 
Country Hills Blvd NW
Calgary AB T3A 5K8
ph. 403-208-7141 
fax 403-547-4317
chc-ccm@honeycouncil.ca

DIRECTORS

Ron Rudiak, Manitoba 
Beekeepers Association 
Sunnybrook Bee Farm
Steinbach MB R5G 1N2
ph. 204-326-3763
manbeekr@mts.net 

Ron Greidanus
Alberta Beekeepers Association
PO Box 1581
Stettler  AB   T0C 2L0
ph. 403-742-8723
pattiron@telus.net

Jean Francois Doyon
Federation des Apiculteurs
287 Rang Beaurivage
Saint Sylvestre QC G0S 3C0
ph 418- 596-3037
fax 596-2727
rucher@altanet.ca

Barrie Termeer,
BeeMaid Honey Ltd
Rollyview AB T0C 2K0
ph. 780-986-3040 
fax 780 986-3040
btermeer@xplornet.com 

NON VOTING MEMBER AT LARGE

Wink Howland, Saskatchewan 
Beekeepers Association 
Howland’s Honey
Box 55 RR #3  
Yorkton SK S3N 2X5
ph. 306-783-7046 
fax 306-786-6001
whowland@accesscomm.ca

NON VOTING CAPA DELEGATE

Stephen Pernal, AAFC 
Research Station, P.O. Box 29, 
Beaverlodge AB T0H 0C0
ph. 780-354-5135 
fax 780-354-8171 
pernals@agr.gc.ca

The chemical was not officially registered as a pest 
control product by the Pest Management Regulatory 
Agency but was given ministerial approval for use. 
Because we had an approval for use the PMRA 
withdrew our application for registration. The CHC 
believes it is important for trade reasons to register 
the chemical on behalf of beekeepers. We have been 
informed the only way is to commence the process 
again but have been assured that this time the 
process will be shorter and the normally high fees for 
registration will be reassessed for our not for profit 
association. 

Canadian Bee Industry Safety Quality Traceability  
(C-BISQT)

The Canadian honey industry has embarked on 
an On Farm Food Safety plan for beekeepers. 
In cooperation with the Canadian Federation of 
Agriculture and Agriculture Agri-Food Canada, the 
CHC has accessed funding to help develop standards 
for honey production. A C-BISQT committee has 
been set up and the group is working on preparing 
a manual of good production practices for the bee 
industry. After the GPP manual has been reviewed 
by the government it will be made available to 
beekeepers to implement in their beekeeping 
enterprise. 

10 Reasons to Join the CHC

Representation at the national level for

Promoting 100% Canadian honey

Lobbying for fair labelling of honey 

Developing national standards for natural honey 
and organic honey production

Promoting research through the Canadian Bee 
Research Fund

Recommending national protocols for imported 
honey and bees

Registering Oxalic acid for varroa mite treatment

Communicating the latest industry news through 
four issues of Hivelights

Encouraging honeybee and native bee protection

Supporting registration of low risk pesticides

Distributing hive health information 

Support your national association by joining the 
Canadian Honey Council today. 

Current memberships expire October 31.  New 
memberships will start immediately and be extended 
to October 2008.  Remember that membership in the 
CHC and travel to the AGM are eligible business 
expenses for tax purposes.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
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The spring of 2007 was 
one of the worst in many 
years for many Canadian 
beekeepers.

The hardest hit province 
was New Brunswick 
where beekeepers lost 
an average 59% of their 
colonies. Most of the 
commercial beekeepers 
wintering outdoors lost up 
to 80% of their colonies. 
The only successful 
commercial overwintering 
was among colonies that 
were maintained in indoor 
facilities. Southern Ontario 
had extremely high losses 
up to 90% in the southern 
zone. Overall the province 
lost 37% (28,000) of their 
colonies. Alberta, with 
the highest colony count 
in Canada lost 31% of 
colonies during winter 
(77,500 colonies) and poor 
spring conditions slowed 
recovery of a further 15%. 
It is estimated that 46% of 
last years colonies are out of 
production in Alberta this 
year. Overall an average 
29% of Canadian colonies 
died (186,510 colonies) 
which is twice the normal 
loss. 

Some colony deaths could 
be explained by poor 
mite management, many 
were weather related 
and a percentage were 
unexplained because 
the colony died before 
examination. With reports 
of Colony Collapse Disorder 
(CCD) emerging from 
the USA, it was clear that 
Canadian beekeepers need 
a plan in place should bee 

losses continue and reach 
catastrophic levels.

The CHC took the initiative 
to be pro active and with 
the help of Dr Steven 
Pernal , AAFC Research 
Scientist, Dr Rob Currie, 
Chair CAPA research 
committee and Rhéal 
Lafrenière, Manitoba 
provincial apiculturist,  a 
meeting of representative 
stakeholders was organized 
to develop a national 
response strategy. The CHC 
invited representatives of 
the bee industry, suppliers, 
allied industries, provincial 
apiarists and federal 
government representatives. 
There was so much 
interest and the need so 
urgent that the numbers 
quickly expanded to 40 
representatives and three 
observers. Agriculture Agri-
Food Canada provided 
funding for travel for our 
guest speaker and meeting 
space. The Canadian 
Honey Council hosted 
the meeting and provided 
professional facilitators 
GreenIsle Consulting to run 
the workshop and produce 
a summary document. 
The aim of this important 
meeting was to develop 
both short trem response 
and long term strategic 
plans for our industry in the 
event of further high colony 
losses.

Our guest speaker, Dr 
Jeff Pettis, USDA –ARS 
lab Beltsville Maryland 
presented information 
about the US situation.   
He is co-chair of the CCD 
Response Team that is 
investigating the possible 

causes of the high losses. 
They are considering all 
factors from parasites, 
pests, diseases, chemical or 
environmental causes that 
may have triggered colony 
collapse. US beekeepers 
lost almost one third of their 
total 2.5 million colonies 

over winter.  Not all losses 
were CCD, it is estimated 
that 25% were attributed 
to this problem. The other 
factors were ineffective mite 
management, nutritional 
deficiencies in drought 
areas, and a variety of 
unknown causes. Secondary 
invaders such as nosema, 
fungi and viruses were 
prevalent in weak colonies 
but they are not thought 
to be the primary cause. 
No single agent has been 
identified for the majority of 
the colony deaths. Although 
the USDA lab has a suspect 
under investigation, it is too 
early to tell if there is a new 
contagion responsible for 
the high losses. 

Dr Steve Pernal, AAFC 
Research Station 
Beaverlodge, Canada’s 

only federal bee researcher, 
reported the Canadian 
situation. Overall our 
losses were very similar 
to the USA. There are no 
confirmed cases of CCD 
in Canada but we are 
seeing losses that are twice 
the normal value.  It is 
important to know what 
may be happening in the 
colonies and Steve’s lab 
has undertaken an analysis 
of bee samples. It has long 

been thought that Nosema 
apis was the only strain of 
this microsporidian in North 
American. Recent analysis 
of samples from current and 
archived samples show that 
the more virulent Nosema 
ceranae has been  in the bee 
population of Alberta since 
at least 1994 and PEI and 
Nova Scotia since 2002. 
Both forms of Nosema are 
killed by fumagillin so it is 
important that beekeepers 
monitor the level of nosema 
and treat as required in fall.  

 Dr Rob Currie discussed 
the research that has been 
conducted at the University 
of Manitoba. His work 
shows that there is a direct 
correlation between colony 
mortality and the presence 
of a combination of stressors 
(varroa mites plus tracheal 

Colony Losses in Canada
Heather Clay, National Coordinator, Canadian Honey Council, Calgary, AB

 pg 6

Rhéal Lafrenière led the working group on registrations and replacement 
bees at the CHC stakeholder meeting in Winnipeg.
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mites and nosema). The more stressors the higher the 
colony losses. It is vital for beekeepers to keep the number 
of parasites to a low level and to monitor the levels of 
nosema.

A direct outcome of this meeting is that the CHC will 
work with CAPA to produce an information pamphlet  for 
beekeepers describing the techniques for monitoring and 
treatment of mites and diseases. It will be distributed to all 
beekeepers through Hivelights, provincial apiarists and bee 
supply companies in time for fall management. 

The 23 recommendations for action that arose from this 
meeting and workshop (see  Future Strategies to Mitigate 
Colony Losses, page 6) further underline the need for a 
strong national association. At a meeting of Provincial 
Apiculturists on October 26, 2006, regarding the future 
direction of the Canadian Honey Council, the number 
one emerging issue was identified as hive health. As 
the Canadian Honey Council continues to forge a new 
direction, it is clear that the organization must maintain an 
active role in lobbying for research, education, training and 
communication.  

Future Strategies to Mitigate 
Colony Losses

23 Action Items from Canadian Honey Council  
Stakeholder meeting
A meeting of representatives of the national bee industry 
was organized by the Canadian Honey Council in 
Winnipeg, June 18th and 19th, 2007. The goal was to 
identify short term response and long term strategies in 
the event of future high colony losses. Participants were 
divided into six groups: monitoring, research, existing 
practices, new management practices, replacement bees, 
and communication. Following is a summary of the 23 
action items for the Canadian industry that emerged from 
the workshop discussions. 

1. Monitoring

This means knowing what is happening in the hives, from 
a bee health perspective, at all times.  Monitoring needs 
to be done in a partnership of beekeepers, provincial 
apiculturists, and Federal Government. 

Action Items

Create an information sheet (a “1 pager”) for wide 
distribution, to inform beekeepers about honey bee 
health.

Create a standard set of questions to enable gathering 
comparative disease and other related data from 
beekeepers in all provinces.

Identify/establish a national bee lab for testing and 
research.

Systematically collect and analyze comprehensive data 
on the status of the industry, nation-wide.

2.  Research

Research should focus on both known and unknown 
threats to hive health.  At the present time there is a lack of 
trained staff and infrastructure/resources to undertake such 
research.  More expertise is required as well as facilities 
and funding.  Some strategic options are:

Develop a diagnostic lab network 

Undertake research studies

Action Items

Lobby the federal government for at least one 
additional national apiculture research position (e.g. 
with a focus on pollination) with full technical support, 
employing a co-ordinated approach created by CAPA 
and CHC and involving the industry, suppliers and 
allied industries to demonstrate mutual support for this 
request.

1.

2.

3.

4.





5.

Workshop participants at CHC stakeholder meeting Winnipeg

Jeff Pettis USDA-ARS Bee Research Laboratory (black shirt) led the 
working group focusing on research at the CHC Stakeholder meeting in 
Winnipeg
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Develop a national diagnostic lab network, starting 
with a survey of existing facilities, capacities and 
deficiencies. 

Adress CAPA’s research priorities, as documented 
in the Association’s research plan (and including 
improving honey bee genetics for local conditions).

Initiate further research on nosema.

3.  Existing Hive Management Practices to Prevent and 
Mitigate Loss

There is a general lack of awareness, and education/
extension for hive health. Comprehensive diagnostic 
services are not available.  There is concern about queen 
supply for “high-loss” years.  There are regional differences 
both in terms of effective practice and major concerns, and 
we can expect on-going hive health problems in the future. 

Action Items

(also see Actions 1 and 19) 
Get the word out on monitoring: develop national 
sampling protocols, add sampling procedures to the 
new CAPA manual, and distribute the sampling 
information widely. 

Expand provincial inspection programs to include both 
fall and spring.

4.  New Management Practices to Prevent/Mitigate Loss

New approaches should include earlier identification of 
bee health problems, development of effective tools for 
dealing with them and better communication at all levels.  
This would prepare the industry for migratory beekeeping.  
Some strategic options are:

Creation of an “apiculture surveillance network” 
including a national database and baseline study

Better coordination involving more specialists

Increased cooperation with US agencies

Appointment of pollination ecologist

Better coordination amongst federal agencies to 
expedite the approval of new tools, etc.

An integrated apiculture system to reduce stressors for 
hive health i.e. not just pest control

Acknowledgement of international trade regulations, 
etc., to ensure that what is happening in Canada is 
compatible with trading partners

More effective national/provincial communication (and 
consumers), regarding pesticide use

Adoption of sustainable mite-control products currently 
available

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.



















5.  Registration and Replacement

Registration procedures for new products should be more 
efficient.

Short term strategic options are:

Provincial and federal financial support programs e.g. 
CAIS, crop insurance for both production and colony 
losses

Reducing inter-provincial barriers to the movement of 
bees to be compatible with international sources

Expanding availability of queens and packages from off-
shore

Long term strategic options are:

Improving Canadian bee stock

Developing a Canadian supply of replacement bees

Develop a “Made in Canada” sustainable industry

Creating a national conservation program for bees and 
native pollinators.

Action Items

Make representation to PMRA to expedite the planned 
review of aspects of the registration process (low risk 
pesticides ) with the intent of making registration more 
affordable for small commodity groups like the bee 
industry).

Trigger assistance/disaster relief programs for 
beekeepers i.e.:

At provincial level, define “disaster”, establish 
deductibles, implement process for verifying losses

At national level, ensure information about available 
programs is widely distributed to provincial 
associations

Lobby both levels of government to address gaps in 
programs

Lobby for creation of an income stability program for 
beekeepers e.g. an adaptation of CAIS.

Create a bee buy/sell list and make it available on the 
CHC website.

Investigate off-shore availability of packaged bees and 
queens. (CFIA, which conducts the risk assessment, 
requires an applicant to request to import bees from a 
specific country.)

Increase and improve coordination and communication 
of information regarding inter-provincial movement of 
bees.

Develop better ways to manage higher winter losses and 
educate beekeepers accordingly.

Create a national or international bee breeding program.















11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.



8 August  2007 HiveLights 

 Strategies from pg 7 

6.  Communication

Communication is the key to the adoption of new technology 
and management practice but there are many impediments 
to information transfer: complexity, beekeeper lack of trust 
and reluctance to change, and industry focus on the short 
term.  Some strategic options are:

Voluntary licensing/accreditation so that there is 
certification of entry-level beekeepers

Strong extension services (through an industry/
government partnership)

Industry ownership of issues and speaking with a 
national voice (CHC)

A single national communication network/publication 
including provincial information and supported by the 
honey bee industry

Structured professional development, delivered by the 
industry, for experienced beekeepers

Authoritative common messages to the media

Better and more extensive use of alternative means of 
communication i.e. multi-media

Strong extension services in every Province staffed by 
knowledgeable people and having continuity - including 
structured professional development

Build future communication on present strengths e.g. 
the CHC website and “Hivelights”

Action Items

(see also Actions 1 and 9)  
Send the same urgent and powerful national message 
(in both official languages), via provincial associations 
to all registered beekeepers, and to others via the CHC 
and provincial association websites, through supplier 
handouts, etc. including the topics of sampling and 
monitoring for hive health, fall management, etc.

Maintain a communication focus on hive health: 
Keep the message on hive health going through regular 
updating. 
Conduct a spring email/telephone survey (beginning 
in 2008), share the information gathered, and make 
provision for feedback and email alerts, etc. 
Start an annual production and health survey in the fall 
of 2007.

Establish a comprehensive professional development 
program for beekeepers e.g. courses in business and 
livestock management, accreditation, and good practices 
recognition.

Encourage participation in, and support for, developing 
commercial apiculture courses 

Prepare, deliver, and maintain a message to media on 
pollination.
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MENTHOL BOARDS
Please order early

HAMILTON BEE RANCH LTD.
Box 1169, Nipawin SK S0E 1E0

Phone 306-862-4194
Fax 306-862-4193

Producers of Northern Blossom Honey

A Winnipeg 
artist who uses 
honeybees to 
sculpt three-
dimensional 
objects 
- including 
handbags, 
dresses and 
hockey helmets - is one 
of eight recipients of this 
year’s Governor General’s 
Awards for Visual and 
Media Arts. 

Aganetha Dyck creates her 
artwork by selecting various 
objects, placing them inside 
a beehive and watching 
what transpires. 

“It’s a collaboration,” Dyck, 
69, said from Winnipeg, 
describing her artistic 
pairing with the winged 
insects. “Sometimes I carve 
into it or add to it … and 
sometimes I just let the bees 
go.” 

Despite the changes she 
makes, the Mennonite artist 
admits she’s reluctant to 
edit the artistic decisions of 
the bees. 

“Usually they make better 
decisions than I do,” she 

said. 

When she is 
creating, Dyck 
makes a pre-
dawn drive to 
a beekeeper’s 
house in 

the country. She likes to 
arrive by 5 a.m. so that she 
can move her sculptures 
without disturbing any 
of her thousands of tiny 
collaborators. 

Before starting her 
bee-assisted artwork in 
1991, Dyck worked with 
other mediums including 
cigarettes and shrunken 
wool sweaters. Her interest 
in bees stems from her 
passion for the environment. 

Dyck said she “feels 
absolutely wonderful” 
and “honoured,” to be a 
Governor General’s award 
winner. 

http://cnews.canoe.ca/
CNEWS/MediaNews/2007/
03/20/3790743-cp.html

Artist wins Governor General’s Award

By Geoff Nixon, Canadian Press
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Maritimes

Spring in NS and PEI 
seemed to be colder than 
average, delaying the build 
up of bee colonies. Many 
colonies were light on feed 
after a warm fall and short 
cold winter. These problems 
seemed trivial when 
compared to the disaster 
that NB beekeepers 
were facing. 
New Brunswick 
beekeepers faced 
an average 60 % of 
their bee colonies. 
This is not the 
first major loss for 
NB beekeepers 
and many are 
considering not 
restocking their 
equipment. The provincial 
Government has offered 
them some assistance, but it 
falls short of their needs and 
expectations. Fortunately 
for NB blueberry growers 
Ontario beekeepers were 
able to supply the colonies 
necessary for the blueberry 
pollination. 

It appears that NS and 
PEI were able to satisfy 
the demand for blueberry 
pollination from within their 
permitted borders. 

Beekeepers in NS are being 
encouraged to monitor their 
varroa mite levels in their 
hives this summer and treat 
when necessary. Beekeepers 
are also being encouraged to 

treat their hives for nosema. 
Preliminary results from a 
research project conducted 
by a graduate student from 
Acadia University has 
indicated that hives treated 
for nosema have much 
lower levels of infection 
than untreated hives. The 
making of summer nucs and 
overwintering them is being 
promoted to beekeepers as a 

way to help off set 
their winter losses. 
With the lack of 
extension services 
in NS these ideas 
will be promoted 
through a series of 
summer information 
sessions throughout 
the province with 
the assistance of 
our bee health 

advisor. 

Wishing all of you all the 
best for the summer.

Ontario 

After an unusually cool and 
nasty April, spring finally 
arrived in Ontario in May. 
The bees that managed to 
survive the winter have 
been thriving with the 
favourable conditions we 
have experienced since then. 

Certain areas of Ontario 
suffered unusually high 
winter losses. Some as high 
as 90%. The provincial 
average, which in the last 
few years has been fairly 
consistent at 12-15%, soared 

up to around 30% winter 
mortality this spring. 
The Ontario Beekeepers 
Association Board of 
Directors took our case to 
the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture in May, and 
June 25 we received the 
news that there will be a 3 
million dollar aid package 
for those beekeepers who 
suffered more than 15% 
losses. This is a 
welcome injection 
of money into those 
operations that 
were struggling 
financially to 
recover. Part 
of the package 
includes $600,000 
for research, tech 
transfer and honey 
promotion. I hope 
that the action taken by 
our provincial government 
will serve as a model for 
other provinces to help 
the beekeepers in their 
jurisdiction and possibly 
to inspire our federal 
government to take our 
industry seriously, and 
provide some additional 
assistance. 

The OBA summer 
meeting, which was held 
in the Kortright Centre 
just north of Toronto, 
was a success. We had 
a special speaker from 
Baton Rouge, Dr. Lilia De 
Gusman, spoke to us about 
the Russian Bee Project 
and her small hive beetle 
research. Every thing 
she said about the small 

hive beetle re-enforced the 
resolve to try to prevent this 
pest from coming within our 
borders. 

Our annual AGM will be 
held in Cornwall in Nov. 
Everyone is welcome to 
join us for what promises 
to be a very informative 
session. Please check out 
the OBA website for further 
information about this 
meeting. 

Once again there has 
been a migration of bees 

to blueberries in 
Quebec and New 
Brunswick. More 
and more, we are 
coming to rely 
on the income 
generated from 
pollination for 
our livelihood. 
The unobstructed 

importation of 
cheap honey from 

other parts of the globe 
has undercut the value of 
the honey crop that we 
produce, to a point where it 
is no longer viable to keep 
bees in Ontario, simply for 
honey production. We have 
to become innovative to 
supplement our income with 
other opportunities such 
as pollination, queen and 
nuc sales and value added 
products. I hope the recent 
media attention on the 
disappearing pollinators will 
inspire our honey packing 
industry and the Canadian 
consumer to support 
Canadian honey production 
over the importation of 
offshore honey. We can 
always hope!

Paul Kittilsen

Provincial Reports

John van Alten
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Manitoba 

This year many honey 
producers in Manitoba 
found it difficult to make 
up all of their winter losses. 
Many dead-outs could 
be explained by a variety 
of causes but for other 
colony losses there was no 
satisfactory explanation. 
An upsurge in demand 
for replacement 
bees was met by 
shortages and many 
brood chambers are 
still without bees 
at this time. When 
losses are severe 
making up large 
numbers of hives by 
splitting wintered 
colonies will often 
limit total honey 
production.

In June, a wintered hive 
survey was mailed out to 

all honey producers in 
the province by Manitoba 
Agriculture Food and Rural 
Initiatives (MAFRI). The 
results will be compiled and 
used to make improvements 
in hive management and 
identify areas that could 
benefit from further 
research as well.

The annual MBA 
Field Day and 
Picnic was hosted 
by the Podolski 
family in Ethelbert. 
The weather was 
beautiful and a 
large number of 
guests turned out 
for a tour of their 
efficient indoor 

wintering facility 
and honey extracting plant. 
Recently, building additions 
and renovations have taken 
place at Podolski Honey 

Farms making the series of 
connected buildings into a 
well organized and worker 
friendly facility. Following 
the tours everyone made 
their way to an array of 
picnic tables set up for a 
delicious buffet dinner.

After the dessert was 
served, David Ostermann 
(MAFRI) provided an 
overview of the provincial 
disease inspection program 
and honey bee sampling 
which will soon conclude 
for this spring. Rhéal 
Lafrenière (MAFRI) 
gave details about the 
facilitated CCD meeting 
in Winnipeg and answered 
several questions from 
beekeepers. Dr. Rob 
Currie talked about 
several ongoing  honey 
bee research projects that 

are taking place and some 
future projects that will be 
done at the University of 
Manitoba.

Much of the seeding of 
agricultural crops was done 
early this year. Flowering 
fields of canola are now 
being seen throughout 
the province and by early 
July later seeded canola 
acreage and some other 
field crops should also begin 
to flower. Heavy rains have 
been occurring regularly 
and many bee keepers are 
reporting that access to 
some bee yards has become 
difficult.

Saskatchewan 

Winter losses came in 
slightly higher than 
first anticipated in 

Reports from pg 9 

or check our website:
www.fraserauction.com

Ron Rudiak
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Saskatchewan, especially 
in the Northeast region of 
the province.  Winter death 
loses (and poor colonies 
unlikely to produce this 
season) for the province 
came in at an average of 
around 25%.  Cool and wet 
spring weather has seen 
surviving colonies 
slower building up 
and some weaker 
colonies suffer 
spring dwindle.  The 
southern part of the 
province started of 
a little on the drier 
side while the North 
continues to receive 
excess rain and cool 
weather.  This poor weather 
has somewhat hampered 
queen and nuc production 
to rebuild lost colonies and 
expand operations.  The 
colonies that over-wintered 
successfully experienced 
a good willow flow and 
extended dandelion flow 
when weather conditions 
permitted flight.  The 
caragana flow was slow 
compared to past years and 
may have been hampered by 
the negative temperatures 
experienced across the 
province in mid-May.  This 
excess rain has continued 
and spread throughout the 
province throughout the 
month of June.   As such, 
spring seeding has been 
delayed in many areas.  
This may be a blessing for 
Saskatchewan beekeepers 
as the canola seeding was 
delayed several times due 
to wet conditions bringing 
the seeding period span 
for canola up to 6 weeks 
in some areas.  The 
conditions are favourable 
for a bumper crop if the 
cool and wet weather turns 
and Mother Nature does 
not surprise us in August 
with a frost.  Honey prices 

slowly climbed during the 
month of May and topped 
out at $1.05 before falling 
back to $0.95/lb range.  The 
fallback was expected as 
packers awaited word on 
the Chinese crop and are 
aware that the deadline 
for the Advance Payment 

Loan Program 
is approaching.  
Beekeepers are 
optimistic and 
anticipate prices 
in late summer 
to reach the 
$1.20/lb range.  
This optimism 
was seen at two 

retirement auctions 
this spring that saw decent 
prices paid for the colonies 
and top dollar paid for 
the honey supers.  The 
Saskatchewan Beekeepers 
Association held its annual 
field day and Bar-B-Q in 
Nipawin this past weekend.  
There was a large turnout 
and beekeepers enjoyed 
the presentations on mite 
testing techniques and soft 
chemical treatment method 
displays.  The first elected 
board of the Saskatchewan 
Beekeepers Development 
Commission was also 
held this past weekend 
with election results being 
released and the election 
of a President and Vice-
President.  Thos elected 
based on colony count votes 
were Corey Bacon (3 year 
term), Gerry Moyen (2 year 
term) and John Gruszka (1 
year term).  Thos elected 
on a one member one vote 
were Tim Wendell (3 year 
term), Calvin Parsons (2 
year term) and Len Proctor 
(1 year term).  Tim Wendell 
was elected President and 
Calvin Parsons was elected 
Vice-President.

Alberta

The Alberta Blues

Wintering success in 
Alberta this spring has been 
all over the map.  Reported 
winter losses have ranged 
from as low as 10% to as 
high as 80%.  The Peace 
river region has seen an 
average of 40% winter 
loss;  The central region 
(Edmonton, Barrhead, 
St. Paul) has experienced 
a winter loss average of 
30-35% winter loss; the 
southern portion of the 
province is reporting the 
lowest losses of 
20-25% winter 
loss.  The median 
loss is 31.5%.  The 
reported losses 
are across the 
board regardless of 
whether bees where 
wintered indoors 
or outdoors.  The 
reasons for these 
losses are wide and 
varied.  They range from 
failed indoor wintering 
systems to mysterious 
spring dwindle.

Some of the more 
heartbreaking tales 
include the beekeeper 
who lost almost all of his 
hives after his wintering 
building collapsed from an 
unusually heavy snow load.  
Another tear-jerker was the 
beekeeper, after diligently 
feeding, medicating and 
treating discovered early 
this spring that he has a 
varroa resistance problem, 
evidenced by the thick layer 
of dead varroa found on 
50% of his bottom boards.

The difficult lesson that 
we as beekeepers across 
Canada can learn from 
this spring is that disaster 
lurks in the dark recesses 
of the future, ready to 
pounce as soon as we lower 
our guard.  Diligence and 
being alert can help ward 
off or mitigate the severity 
of a crisis, yet we remain 
susceptible, walking a 
narrow ridge, should our 
foot slip-down we fall into 
a perilous chasm.  Perhaps 
next spring you will be 
faced with hard decisions...

I am writing my report 
at the end of an industry 

stakeholders 
meeting in 
Winnipeg to 
discuss what has 
emerged as a North 
America wide 
phenomenon.  The 
headline news, 
“Why the Bees are 
Disappearing” is 

familiar to each of 
us.  CCD can be 

whispered in an ominous 
fashion and gets a lot of 
attention.  Because it is a 
novelty, CCD has gotten 
a lot of press lately.  So 
far Alberta has not had a 
single incident of CCD.  
It seems that the only 
common thread to many of 
the hive losses in Alberta 
and the rest of Canada 
is the weather.  Alberta 
experienced a cool and wet 
fall and winter came in 
rapidly packing a punch, 
this all on the heals of 
a crop that was of epic 
proportions.

Many beekeepers where 
unable to effectively (save 
the southern portion) 
prepare their hives for 
winter.  Inadequate 
quantities of young bees 

Corey Bacon

Ron Greidanus
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emerged into stressed 
colonies in the face of an 
oncoming winter.  Mite 
levels where not adequately 
‘knocked down’,  bees 
didn’t/couldn’t consume 
the sugar syrup fed later 
in the fall.  It was too cold 
for formic acid.  The list 
of reasons that beekeepers 
conjure up explaining away 
the winter loss are plentiful.

In the face of the extreme 
losses across the province, 
the Alberta Beekeepers 
Commission has approached 
the provincial government 
and request financial 
assistance for those most 
severely impacted by the 
winter losses and has 
also requested a complete 
revamping of the Apiculture 
program in Alberta.  The 
financial aid requested 
is still pending as the 
government endeavours 
to define ‘Disaster’.  A 
survey was sent out to all 
beekeepers 400 hives and 
more requesting specific 
information concerning the 
degree of loss, management 
practices and prospect for 
the future.  Once the data 
obtained from the survey 
has been analyzed, an 
economic impact assessment 
will take place and 
hopefully, assistance will be 
forthcoming for those that 
need it most.

The other apparent area of 
neglect that this crisis has 
revealed in our province is 
that of the gross negligence 
in Alberta’s Apiculture 
program.  How is one man 
supposed to enforce the 
Alberta Bee Act for an 
industry that boasts 240 
000 hives?  Medhat Nasr 
is a competent provincial 
apiculturalist and we are 
fortunate to have him.  The 

expertise he brings to our 
province is invaluable.  
However, the difficulties 
that we have faced this 
spring have highlighted 
the fact that we need more 
bodies and funding in 
our provincial Apiculture 
program to effect adequate 
extension and surveillance.  

To this end the Alberta 
Beekeepers have been 
petitioning the Provincial 
government for increased 
funding to hire additional 
staff and to fund a 
surveillance program to 
monitor hive health.  The 
different industries across 
the Province that benefit 
from pollination services 
that our bees provide 
have leant considerable 
support to the commission’s 
endeavors.  The results 
of our efforts are still 
forthcoming.

Not all news is bleak and 
dismal though.  Some 
positives are that most 
beekeepers who have 
suffered substantial 
winter loss are reporting 
that they have been 
able to re-establish their 
numbers.  Furthermore, 
many beekeepers have 
started clearing out honey 
inventories left over from 
the previous years.  There 
is not much honey left in 
the province.  The price of 
honey has also risen in the 
past 3 months from reported 
lows of 69 cents per pound 
to approximately $1.00 per 
pound.  

Additionally, on the cusp 
of several announcements 
that new plants will be 
constructed in the province 
geared towards producing 
Bio-diesel from canola, 
the seed canola companies 

(Monsanto, Bayer Crop 
Science, Pioneer, etc.) have 
found their seed inventories 
at zero.  This has lead to an 
increase in contracted hives 
for pollination services in 
the production of hybrid 
seed canola.  At present, 
these seed companies are 
cautiously optimistic that 
the bio-diesel initiative 
is going to propel the 
canola oil market from its 
somewhat bearish position 
to aggressively bullish.  This 
is good news for all involved 
- seed company, grower, 
beekeeper, David Suzuki 
and hopefully the consumer.

Well it has been about three 
weeks since I started writing 
this update,  I now have all 
my hives moved into 
pollination, my hives 
are supered and 
looking full.  I am 
going to start pulling 
the first honey on 
Friday July 13, 
and hopefully start 
extracting on July 
16.  May you pull 
more pounds than 
the times you get 
stung.  May your barrels 
have no leaks and may 
your boxes be full.  May 
you sleep well at night and 
sweat off all the pounds 
you put on last winter 
during the day.  May your 
employees not cause you 
any anxiety and may we sit 
down and regale each other 
with outlandish tales at next 
Novembers convention.  Its 
your turn to buy and I’m 
drink’in cocoa cola

British Columbia 

B.C. beekeepers are 
rebuilding winter losses 
& attempting to meet 

pollination requirements.  
Initial reports were of a 
24% overall winter mortality 
but subsequent reports are 
revealing a later crash of 
hives earlier considered 
healthy and vigorous.  
There were pockets within 
the Okanagan and Fraser 
valleys where catastrophic 
losses have been reported 
and requests have been 
received for disaster relief.  
Our provincial association 
is approaching the B.C. 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
providing all of the available 
information.

Required pollination units 
were delivered to the Fraser 
Valley blueberry growers 
from additional sources 

in Manitoba 
and Alberta.   
Adequate numbers 
for cranberry 
pollination are 
anticipated from 
local conventional 
sources, despite 
the challenges of 
colony build up 
from a cooler & 

wetter than normal 
spring.  Nice June rains 
in the Okanagan are again 
causing optimism for the 
July honey flow.

In attempt to divert some 
of the serious losses 
of the past winter, the 
BCHPA working under 
the leadership of President 
John Gibeau are creating a 
series of hive management 
and critical check lists 
for beekeepers to use in 
preparing healthy colonies 
for winter.  To assist in 
identifying quality B.C. 
honey, the BCHPA is 
releasing a “Made in B.C.” 
brand label for controlled 
distribution amongst its 
membership.

Ed Nowek

Reports from pg 11 
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Beemaid

The Bee Maid Board of 
Directors and management 
most recently met June 4th 
and 5th at the Nisku Inn 
south of Edmonton.  
Bee Maid continues 
to develop sales 
programs based 
on high quality 
Canadian honey 
and we have 
been successful 
marketing much 
of last year’s large 
crop, with some 
improvements in 
markets in the third and 
fourth quarters.  Some of 
this increase is coming from 
the reduced availability 
of honey from Argentina.  
It is also being driven by 
concerns over the size of 
the new crop coming from 
North America in light 
of the CCD affects in the 
United States and overall 
larger than normal losses in 
Canada this past winter as 
well.  

We have worked with 
CHC over the past number 
of years on the CFIA 
honey labelling review.  
Bee Maid CEO Gordon 
Marks attended meetings 
in Ottawa this past April 
with a CHC delegation 
to add his expertise to 
discussions and further 
updates on the coming 
regulation changes and the 
process to gazette these.  
Currently the Agriculture 
Minister has approved 
moving forward on this file, 
so we will continue to work 
with industry and CFIA 
to improve the labelling of 
domestic and foreign honeys 
in the Canadian market to 
benefit the consumer with 

clearer information to help 
make purchasing choices.

Derrick Johnston and 
his excellent staff had 
another successful and, 
as usual, very challenging 
year meeting industry 

requirements 
for queens while 
juggling orders to 
match beekeeper 
requirements that 
fluxed with the 
difficult weather in 
April, especially in 
Alberta.  Overall 
sales of queens 
have exceeded 

last year’s totals by 
6% as of early June with 
more volume yet to be 
shipped.  Beekeepers have 
struggled with higher losses 
and we are pleased to have 
strong relationships with 
some key suppliers that 
have been very reliable 
for our industry.  Our Bee 
Supplies department will 
continue to work with the 
various protocols to help 
the beekeepers get quality 
healthy queens from all 
available sources.  

Bee Maid is also a 
participant in the process to 
establish AMPA levels of 
advance crop payments for 
the upcoming year, working 
with other agencies across 
Canada.  We provide 
our assessment of market 
forces to help the federal 
government determine the 
rate that is set annually 
for AMPA payments.  
Perhaps this year’s rate will 
be known by the time of 
publication.

We were also happy to 
send Gordon Marks and 
Barrie Termeer to attend 

the recent Honey Industry 
meetings in Winnipeg 
that successfully brought 
together over 45 attendees 
from all sectors of our 
industry, crop growers, bee 
supply companies, makers 
of Checkmite, Apistan 
and Miteaway ll and also 
government personnel in a 
number of key departments, 
to take a hard look at the 
recent wintering losses in 
Canada and the United 
States.  This working 

Barrie Termeer

session was productive and 
gave industry direction on 
what we will have to be 
doing in the short and long 
term to keep our industry 
strong and growing.   

This year at the upcoming 
field day in Beaverlodge, 
Guy Chartier, Director of 
Bee Maid Marketing, and 
Derrick Johnston, AHPC 
Bee Supplies will be in 
attendance and Gordon 
Marks will attend field 
days in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan.

& Sons
Enterprises Ltd.

BOX 316, AUSTIN, MANITOBA
Toll-free 1-866-800-2077

Phone: (204) 637-2277     Fax: (204) 637-2033
Murray or Adam Lewis

QUQUALITALITY WY WOODENWOODENWARE BARE BOOXES, XES, 
FRAMES, ETFRAMES, ETC.C.

Unassembled, Assembled
and/or Wax-dipped
Food-Grade Finish

Call for 2006 Pricing
Please order well in advance.

BEEKEEPERS 
BUILDING FOR BEEKEEPERS.

Honeyland Canada
17617 Ford Road 
Pitt Meadows
BC V3Y 1Z1

Phone:  1-877-460-8889
Fax:  604-460-8887
Email:  
 info@HoneylandCanada.com
Website:  
 www.HoneylandCanada.com

WithHoneyland Canada
Natural Irradiated Bee Feed Pollen, 55lb/Bag, 

$2.75/lb.
A Complete one-piece Bee suit with hood $109  
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Eliminate AFB 
and Chalkbrood

Eliminate AFB  
and Chalkbrood

Iotron's treatment program offers beekeepers  
a cost effective, environmentally friendly solution  

for managing bacterial and fungal disease.
Iotron’s proven technology has been recognized as a useful 

defense against antibiotic-resistant strains of AFB.  
Iotron has successfully treated more than 50,000 supers  

and thousands of kilograms of pollen.

For more information please contact:
Robert Krag-Hansen

Iotron Technologies Corp.
1425 Kebet Way

Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 6L3
Tel: 604 945-8838 Fax: 604 945-8827

e-mail: rkhansen@iotron.com
 www.iotron.com

Alberta Honey Producers
70 Alberta Avenue, Box 3909,  
Spruce Grove, Alberta  T7X 3B1
Phone:  (780) 962-5573   
Fax:  (780) 962-1653

Manitoba Co-operative 
Honey Producers
625 Roseberry Street,  
Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3H 0T4
Phone:  (204) 783-2240   
Fax:  (204) 783-8468

BeeMaid Honey Ltd.
1210 – 100 Street,  
Tisdale, Saskatchewan  S0E 1T0
Phone:  (306) 873-2521   
Fax:  (306) 873-3455

 

Carrying a full line of beekeeping equipment from several manufacturers:

• Dadant & Sons Ltd. • Mann Lake Supplies  
• Maxant • Dakota Gunness • Walter T. Kelly  
• Medivet • Perma-Dent Foundation   
• Pierco Canada • Cook & Beals • Plus Many More.

Whatever your requirements we would be glad to help. Quality products for 
the beekeeping industry, including: 

• Woodenware • Queen Rearing Supplies  
• Package Bees & Queens • Bee Apparel  
• Honey Containers • Extracting Equipment  
• Beekeeper Tools • Novelties • Foundation  
• Medication & Chemicals.

Buyers of Light & Dark Beeswax at Competitive Prices. We can arrange 
your sugar requirements - dry or liquid sugar in small lots or trailer load lots 
delivered.
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After a period of inactivity, the 
CBISQT program is underway 

once more. The Canadian Honey 
Council’s CBISQT committee has 
almost completed the producer’s good 
production practices manual, one of 
the two manuals it must develop for 
the industry in order for the program 
to receive government recognition. The 
second manual details the management 
system for the CBISQT program. 
Details of this second manual will 
make, shall we say, less than riveting 
reading material for beekeepers and 
we will spare you the details of this 
document. For the intrepid, all the 
information will be available on the 
website www.cbisqt.ca. 

The producer’s manual is currently 
undergoing the last set of revisions. All 
the members of the CBISQT steering 

committee have received a copy and 
the editors are awaiting the feedback 
from the steering committee. Once 
those changes have been incorporated, 
a final version of the manual will be 
prepared and a face to face meeting 
of the committee will take place in 
Winnipeg in October to these last 
changes. Following confirmation of 
the GPP manual, a meeting with the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
will be scheduled to review the manual 
and complete that portion of the 
requirements for the recognition of the 
program.

The core of the manual is the 
flowchart of the production process. 
It lists all the inputs for a producer, 
from construction materials to feed 
and chemicals, and it shows where 
those inputs enter the production 
process and what Best Practices cover 

the management of those inputs. The 
chart could be a table of contents for 
users; see what particular item has 
interest for you and from the chart 
you will be able to find what items in 
the manual pertain to it. (see example 
below)

Record keeping is a key component 
for traceability. The record keeping 
system developed for this program 
has been altered to be more in 
keeping with  common practices in 
the industry. We found that most 
beekeepers use some form of journal 
or diary. The CBISQT committee 
has developed two diaries for record 
keeping; one for the field and one 
for the honey house. The diaries 
are flexible enough to be used by 
small producers with one or two 
beeyards, or multiple diaries can 
be used by larger producers. An 
electronic version of the diaries 
will be developed so producers can 
transfer data from multiple diaries 
into a central database on an office 
computer. Records can then easily be 
searched for information that covers 
all the yards in use.

The process of transferring the GPP 
manual to the CBISQT website is 
underway. The search engine on 
the site will aid in locating specific 
information. It is expected that the 
manual will be available on line in it’s 
entirety  towards the end of the year.

Canadian Bee Industry Safety Quality 
Traceability Program Update

Rudy Gelderblom, CBISQT committee
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AA report on wild bee field studies in canola 
by Lora Morandin and Mark Winston, 
Department of Biological Sciences, Simon 

Fraser University, Burnaby, BC shows compelling 
evidence favoring preservation over development. 
Their research of wild bee adundance and diversity 
and seed yield in canola crops reveals significant 
results.

Many Canadian crops depend on bees for 
pollination, yet we know little about the effects 
of agricultural chemicals and agronomic practices 
on these important beneficial insects. Morandin 
and Winston compared the diversity and abun-
dance and pollination efficacy of wild bees in 
conventional, genetically modified and organic 
cropping systems. Following is a summary of their 
findings.

Extensive field studies in northern and southern 
Alberta revealed a number of novel and significant 
results.

Herbicide-tolerant genetically modified canola 
agroecosystems had fewer wild bees than organic 
fields and there were an intermediate number of 
bees in conventional fields. Low bee abundance 
in GM fields and to a lesser extent conventional 
fields was associated with low seed set and 
reduced yields. Weed cover in fields and amount 

of uncultivated land around fields were positively 
related to bee abundance in fields. We also 
determined that crop landscapes with uncultivated 
areas could have greater yield than homogenously 
tilled landscapes.

Two particularly interesting findings emerged 
with conservation implications. First, and most 
surprisingly, reducing crop areas by up to 30%, 
and leaving those acreages to natural vegetation, 
can increase canola yields significantly, close 
to doubling profit for growers due to improved 
pollination. Second, even mixed managed systems 
can improve pollination through increased diversity 
and abundance of wild bees. In southern Alberta 
the amount of pastureland adjacent to the canola 
fields was highly correlated to pollinator efficacy.

Our studies provide information useful to enhance 
our ability to conserve agriculturally important 
bee species, protect and sustain the diversity and 
abundance of these ecologically critical insects and 
assess environmental impact using wild bees as 
indicator species. 

Reference:

Lora A. Morandin and Mark L. Winston. 2006. Pollinators 
provide economic incentive to preserve natural land in 
agroecosystems. Agriculture Ecosystems and Environment 
116:289-292. 

Pollinators provide economic incentive to preserve 
natural land in agro-ecosystems 
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Exports of Honey to the  
European Union 

Heather Clay, National Coordinator, Canadian Honey Council, Calgary, AB

The federal inspection system 
for honey has evolved with the 

changing needs of the honey industry. 
Agriculture Canada has required an 
export certificate for honey leaving 
the country since the 1980’s. The 
certificate was provided free of charge 
to registered honey establishments. 
Inspectors also 
sampled honey 
during inspections 
and provided 
laboratory reports 
of the results.  The 
situation changed 
when the Canadian 
Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) 
was formed in 1997. User fees for 
registration were implemented and 
laboratory results were not reported 
back to producers. The CFIA enforced 
the regulation that called for an 
export certificate but the majority 
of international honey buyers were 
not requesting this documentation. 
Producers were paying for mandatory 
certificates for countries that did 
not require them or paying for a 
certificate that was not recognised 
because the honey was not certified 
by the federal government. In either 
case the certificates were not useful 
to producers. The Canadian Honey 
Council lobbied to have the mandatory 
export certificate requirement dropped. 
The CFIA agreed and for the past few 
years export certificates have been 
voluntary, issued on a request basis, 
for a fee.

On May 1 2007 the European Union 
(EU) announced a mandatory 
requirement for a Health Certificate 
for honey imported into any member 
state. Member states of the EU are 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg. Malta, 

Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, United Kingdom. The Health 
Certificate must be signed and stamped 
by a CFIA inspector.

The Canadian Honey Council has 
worked with the CFIA to address 

conformance 
with the new 
requirement. After 
consultation, the 
CFIA has agreed 
to provide the 
necessary documents 
for export to the 
EU. Exporters 
will complete the 

documentation and CFIA inspectors 
will verify that the establishment 
is federally registered and that the 
documentation identifies the correct 
shipment. We are very pleased that 
the CFIA has agreed to provide this 
export monitoring service for no fee. 
There is no provision for the CFIA 
to conduct analysis of the honey and 
exporters are urged to have the honey 
tested by the importer before shipping. 

In order to comply with the new 
requirement, exporters must acquire 
the correct documents from the CFIA 
(available electronically) and complete 
the three forms, 1. Request for Export 
of Honey to the EU, 2. Exporter’s 
Declaration for the Export of Honey 
to the EU and 3. Health Certificate 
for Imports of Honey and Other 
Apiculture Products Intended for 
Human Consumption.  The required 
documents must be submitted to 
the CFIA inspection office at least 7 
working days before the shipment is 
to leave Canada. If the shipment is 
not available for verification no export 
certificate will be signed.

Only honey that is produced and 
processed in a CFIA registered honey 
establishment is eligible for export 

from Canada. The CFIA advises 
that despite the implementation 
of Working Residue Levels for 
honey, exporters must be aware that 
veterinary drug residues within these 
levels do not meet the requirements 
of EU legislation. Detectable levels of 
veterinary drug residues could result 
in the removal of honey from the 

Karo Group, a design house, has 
the unique distinction of hosting 

four colonies of bees on it’s roof in 
downtown Calgary. Last year the 
resident beekeeper at the Karo Group 
installed a couple of colonies of bees 
on the roof of the two story office 
building. It provided entertainment 
for the staff and clients as well as a 
small, but still respectable harvest (see 
Hivelights, November 2006 issue).

Funded by the sale of honey futures 
to an expanded group of happy 
shareholders (Continental Imaging 
who shares the roof with Karo decided 
to join in the action), the apiary has 
doubled in number to four producing 
colonies. 

Karo is looking for some interesting 
jars and will create a new label for the 
honey. The honey will make its way to 
staff and clients of the two companies. 

Karo rooftop bees

Rudy Gelderblom, Beekeeper and Graphic Designer, 
Rocky Mountain House, AB
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Bentley extractors 
Cowan extractors
Swinger Forklift
High Fructose Corn 
Syrup

Sucrose Syrup
Inland Plastic 
Winter Wraps

TLS Bee Apparel
Mahurangi 
Hiveware

Bee Pro Pollen 
Supplement

Mountain Bee 
Products - bee 
suits, veils

Oxytet
Permadent
Frames
Supers painted 
and unpainted

Supers assembled 
and unassembled

Lumber for supers
Helmets
Hive tools
Hive lifters
Smokers
Honey containers
Feeder pails
Barrels
Liners
Barrel Grabber
Barrel Carts
Pallet puller

Buy Sell
Honey Beekeeping Supplies
Wax Extracting Equipment
Propolis Used Equipment

Tony Lalonde Sales Prt.
Box 42, Clavet Sk,  
Canada S0K 0Y0 
Ph: 306-931-0155
fax: 931-1646

Tony Lalonde Sales Prt.
Box 42, Clavet Sk,  
Canada S0K 0Y0 
Ph: 306-931-0155
fax: 931-1646

Distributors for some or all  
of the supplies
Alberta
Alberta Honey Producers Coop ......780-960-8010

Manitoba
Manitoba Honey Coop ...................204-783-2240

Maritimes
Claude Hachey .................................506-546-6687

Ontario 
Munro Honey  ............................ 519-847-5333

Quebec
Réjean Lambert ...............................819-828-2549

Saskatchewan
Tony Lalonde Sales ..................... 306-931-0155 
tonylalondesales@sasktel.net

Tony Lalonde Sales Prt.
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Common Name: Prairie crocus; also 
know as the eastern or Prairie pasque 
flower.

Scientific Name: Pulsatilla vulgaris (L.) 
Miller; common synonym Anemone 
patens L.

Native Range: The pasque flower, or 
Prairie crocus as it is generally called 
in Canada, are a native of western 
North America and Eurasia. The 
name pasque flower comes from the 
French for Easter or Passover, the 
time they bloom in Canada.

The Pulsatilla vulgaris is a perennial 
forb or herb in the Ranunculaceae (or 
buttercup) family.

Canadian Distribution: P. vulgaris is 
a native of western Canada from the 
Yukon to southeastern Manitoba. 
It has been chosen as Manitoba’s 
provincial flower. Prairie crocus is 
found in the mid-western USA and 
the western Great Lake states all the 
way south to Texas. 

The old genus name Anemone comes 
from the Greek word for ‘wind’. 
Anemone plants are known as 
windflowers, because it was believed 
that they blossomed only when the 
wind blew in springtime. Often being 
the first flowers in a Canadian spring 
after a long winter, the prairie crocus 
is observed with some excitement by 
beekeepers –It’s the first ‘guarantee’ of 
coming spring. 

Description: Pasque flower is an early 
wildflower featuring hairy, fern-like 
foliage and erect, open bell-shaped, 
solitary (1 per stem), blue-violet 
flowers, they can occasionally be 
yellowish or white. These beautiful 
wildflowers arise from woody roots 
and often form colonies. The first sign 
is a gray-green, leafless, hairy stalk 
rising from a branched, woody base. 

They often have many stems 5 to 20 
cm tall. The basal leaves are grey-
green, divided into narrow lobes. The 
basal leaves only appear (expand) 
after the flower fades. Flowers are 2 to 
4 cm in diameter with 5 to 7 petal like 

Prairie Pasque flowerPrairie Pasque flower

 Doug Clay, 

Research Scientist, 

Calgary AB 

Prairie crocus or pasque flower is a valuable 
source of pollen in spring- Photos by Jim 
Campbell

Plants for Bees

 pg 20
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sepals. They have silky hairs on the 
back of the sepals and yellow stamens. 

The flowers are open during the day 
but close at night or in inclement 
weather. After the flower fades and 
the sepals fall off, a seedpod develops. 
Flowering is followed by a plume of 
seeds (2 to 3 mm) attached to silky 
slender fibers similar to clematis. 
Because of this, it is sometimes 
referred to as Prairie smoke.

The stems and foliage grow taller after 
the bloom. The plants typically grow 
to 20 to 30 cm height. 

Ecology: P. vulgaris and related species 
are native to prairies, sub-alpine 
meadows and dry rocky areas in 
North America, northern Europe, and 
Siberia. They grow best in coarse, 
medium to dry, well-drained soils 
in full sun to light shade. The plant 
prefers cool climates, and further 
south, it is found at higher elevations. 

The pasque flowers are difficult to 
transplant or grow from seed. Once 
established they are persistent. For this 
reason the prairie crocus is sensitive to 
loss of habitat. Its main habitat, native 
prairie grasslands are now largely 
gone, replaced by ‘tame’ pasture, 
crops, and urban infrastructure.

Canadian Habitat: The Prairie crocus 
grows from the prairies to alpine 
meadows and in dry, open woodlands.  

In most of southern Canada they 
generally bloom in April/May, 
sometimes late March.

In pockets of the southern Prairies, 
where the landscape is not conducive 
to grain crops, fields of crocuses still 
occur. In suitable areas the numbers 
can exceed dozens of flowers/m2. 

Methods of Reproduction and Spread: 
The name prairie crocus is a misnomer 
as they are not a true crocus (Iridaceae) 
and thus do not reproduce from bulbs. 
Rather they produce shaggy clusters of 
windborne feathery seeds. Even with 
seed they can be somewhat difficult 
to grow. Seeds exhibit morpho-
physiological dormancy requiring 
pre-planting treatments of cold moist 
stratification for 60 days. Germination 
occurs at 18° to 21° C. 

Honey/Pollen Potential: Little, if 
any, nectar is collected from the 
pasque flowers. Their main benefit 
for honeybees is as an early source 
of pollen. Honey provides energy 
for adult and juvenile bees, but for 
the spring buildup of larval bees, a 
key source of protein from pollen is 
critical. In many honey producing 
areas of western Canada the pasque 
flowers are the first source of fresh 
protein.

In Poland, with a cool temperate 

climate similar to much of Canada, the 
flowers tend to open from morning 
to midday (8 to noon), whereas the 
pollen ‘exposition’ lasts only 2 to 3 
hours, its peak occurrs between 10 
and noon. The rate of pollen collection 
by honeybees during the day was 
positively correlated with the intensive 
bursting of the anthers. During the 3 
to 6 day period of pollen presentation, 
production varied from 8 to 15 mg/
flower. 

Weather affects the time and length of 
blooming of the plants and controls the 
regularity of the developmental stages. 
The pollen is a creamy yellow and is 
considered a valuable food source of 
honeybees and other wild pollinators.

Reference:

Barth, F. G. 1991. Insects and Flowers: The Biology 
of a Partnership. Princeton University Press, New 
Jersey, USA. 408 pp. 

National Research Council, Committee on the 
Status of Pollinators in North America. 2007. 
Status of Pollinators in North America. National 
Academies Press, Washington, DC, USA. 
Available at:  http://www.nap.edu (Accessed 
4/7/2007).

Ramsay, J. 1987. Plants for beekeeping in Canada 
and the northern USA. IBRA, Cardiff, UK. 198pp.

Szklanowska, K., M. Strzakowska, and R. 
Luczywek. 2003. “Blooming, pollen production 
and foraging by honey bees of three pasque-
flower species”. Annales Universitatis Mariae Curie-
Skodowska. Sectio EEE, Horticultura, 12:00-00.

USDA, NRCS. 2003. The PLANTS Database, 
Version 3.5 (http://plants.usda.gov). National 
Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-
4490 USA.

Foundation made up from
$1.50-$1.75 lb

4-5 sheets to the pound
Nucs and resistant queens

FERGUSON APIARIES
Hensall, Ontario
519-236-4979
ferga@hay.net
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F.W. JONES & SON LTD.
SINCE 1878

44 DUTCH STREET, BEDFORD, 
QUEBEC J0J 1A0  

(450) 248 3323 PHONE

(450) 248 2592 FAX

E-MAIL: info@fwjones.com

We stock a complete line of beekeeping
Equipment for all your needs. 

Woodenware, Queen excluders, 
containers in glass and plastic.

Queen rearing equipment, 
Queens, Comb Honey

Containers, Foundation, smokers,  
Extracting Equipment

Beekeeping Tools and much more.

Please call or write to receive your
Free catalogue.

Branch Office: F.W. Jones & Son Ltd.
105 St. Regis Crescent, Toronto, Ont. M3J 1Y6

416 783 2818

Your Leading Supplier of:

*Natural Menthol Crystal
Please indicate your interest in Thymol Crystals, Call for 

Availability

*Bee Feed Pollen

*Fresh, Frozen Royal Jelly

Call for Competitive Pricing and for a Free Copy of our 
Full Color 2004 Mail Order Catalog.

PO Box 2744 _ Eugene, OR 97402 USA
Toll Free (800) 456-7923 _ Fax (541) 762-7173

www.GloryBeeFoods.com
Sales@GloryBeeFoods.com

Eastern
Guy Anderson, Kincardine ON 519-396-3529

Central
Lewis Farms, Austin, MB 204-637-2277
Manitoba Co-op Honey Producers, 625 Roseberry St, 

Winnipeg, MB 204-783-2240
West

Alberta Honey Co-op, 70 Alberta Ave.  
Spruce Grove AB, 780-962-5573

Stawn’s Honey, Vernon BC 250-542-9977 
J.J. Bee Supplies 5693-176 St.,  

Surrey BC Ph 604-574-3400 Fax 604-574-9728
Flying Dutchman 6124 Metral Drive,  

Nanaimo BC ph/fax 250-390-2313

One-piece plastic drone comb
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Honey Wanted
Call for Current Market Conditions

Toll Free
1-800-789-4391

Trusted By Beekeepers for Over 50 Years!

ELI GROSSMAN - EXT 230

e-mail: egrossman@billybee.com

Billy Bee Honey Products Ltd. 68 Tycos Drive,  
Toronto, ON M6B 1V9

TEL: 800-789-4391  FAX: 416-789-9112
www.billybee.com

Public Documents\Advertisements\ 2007 NEW INFO Ad - May 07, 2007 – E 

NEW FROM MITEGONE™
Simplified instructions for MiteGone Treatment 

• Costs only $ 3-5 per year per hive 
• No Resistance or Contamination 
• No Queen or Brood Losses 
• In temperate climates of USA, Canada, 

and Europe, treat twice a year with 65% 
formic acid. 

INSTRUCTIONS:  Do not unwrap the pads!  Put 3 soaked half-pads in 
the hive in August and leave them there until April.  Refill or put 2 new 
pads into the hive in April.  Throw out the pads in May.   

ALL Treatments in late September or October are too late!  The damage 
to winter bees is already done.  Your colony may collapse! 

BENEFITS & SIDE EFFECTS:  Following these instructions will get rid 
of Varroa and Tracheal mites carrying viruses, reduces Nosema and 
Chalkbrood, as well as the Lesser wax Moth and can potentially deter 
beetles. 

FOR DETAILS, EXPLORE WWW.MITEGONE.COM:  View the free 
video!  Download, print, and read: The Handbook of Formic Acid Use,
Instructions Brochure, Treatment Selection, Testing, Other Uses of 
Pads, Safety, Costs, & Scientific Evidence

SEMINARS & PRIVATE CONSULTATION:  An hour on the phone with 
the MiteGone developer is only $ 30.  Book your consultation to help you 
design a treatment for your specific conditions or a seminar for your club.

HELPLINE & ORDERS:  PH/FAX  1-250-762-8156 Pacific Time

Note:  Most printers reject photos in word boxes.  Attached is a copy of the 
picture separate from text. 
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www.rossrounds.com 
PO Box 11583, Albany, NY 12211

Use round comb section equipment by
Ross Rounds, Inc. and see how this low
cost investment can increase your profits.
• 8 oz. Sells For Same As 12 oz.
• Minimal Labor
• Bees Fill Completely
• No Breakage And No Propolis
• Attractive Durable Package
To purchase, contact your dealer. 
For more information call 
toll-free: 877.901.4989

Comb Honey 
Has Come 
Full Circle.

Pure Honey Brochure
The CHC has produced an attractive brochure to 
promote 100% Pure Canadian honey. A French 
version is also available. It contains information on 
honey, bee facts, recipes and an explanation of the 
100% Canadian honey logo. The brochure unfolds 
into a larger poster for children. Our industry 
mascot Pierre the bear has some wise words for 
readers “Before you buy honey, look for the 
symbol that says 100% Pure Canadian Honey. 
And bee-ware of imitations.”

The brochure is available from your 
provincial associations.

How to take care of your honey

Honey is 
one of the few products i

n the world that never go
es 

bad. Honey found in the tombs of Egyptian pharao
hs was st

ill 

edible afte
r thousands of years. 

Liquid honey—To prevent cry
stalli

zatio
n, keep it at

 room 

temperatu
re or in the freezer, not in the frid

ge.

Creamed honey—If yo
u prefer a fi

rm texture, you can keep 

it in the frid
ge. If your honey crystallize

s—Place the open jar 
in a pan of 

hot water, or heat ge
ntly in

 the microwave.

•

•

•

Naturally bette
r, in

 recipes 

It’s e
asy t

o make a healthy difference and add 

the unique flavo
ur of honey to all y

our recipes: 

Substitu
te 250 ml (1 cup) of honey for 250 ml (1 cup) of sugar 

and reduce liquids by 1⁄4 cup

Reduce oven temperatu
re by 15º C (25º F) 

Add 1⁄2 teaspoon baking so
da for each cup of honey used

To prevent honey fro
m stic

king to
 utensils a

nd measuring 

cups, coat them lightly with vegetable oil or ve
getable 

oil spray
If the recipe calls

 for oil, measure it in
 the cup first

Honey is e
asier to pour and measure when it is

 warm

Honey should not be fed to infants under one year o
f age

. 

Honey is a
 safe

 and wholesome food for older children

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Naturally, bette
r for you

For more than 5,000 years h
oney has been known for its

 

medicinal an
d health benefits. T

hese therapeutic q
ualitie

s have 

been confirm
ed by recent medical s

tudies: 

Honey co
ntains an

tioxidants th
at ar

e essential t
o protect 

the body aga
inst fr

ee radicals
. A daily d

ose of honey—even 

just a 
spoonful—boosts t

he immune syst
em. 

Honey provides natural fo
od energy. W

ith just 64 calo
ries 

and 17 carb
ohydrate

s in each tablespoon (15 ml), honey is 

released into the body at 
a ste

ady rat
e. Sports n

utritio
nists 

have found that co
nsuming honey before exercise

 increases 

endurance and reduces muscle fatig
ue. 

Honey is a
 natural a

ntiseptic. By absorbing moisture around 

wounds, honey prevents th
e gro

wth of bacte
ria a

nd helps 

keep cuts an
d minor burns cle

an and free from infection. 

Honey helps digestion. The anti-bacterial properties of 

honey are
 effective

 in treating digestive
 problems such as 

peptic u
lcers. Honey helps the body absorb calcium so it’s 

the healthy 

choice for people who are concerned about osteoporosis. 

Honey contains no fat 
and provides essential m

inerals—

iron, copper, sodium, potassi
um, manganese and phosphorus. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

���������������������

Delicio
us and nutritio

us
3

eggs

3

½ cup

honey

125ml

½ cup

vegetable oil

125ml

3½ cups
100% bran cereal

875ml

1½ cups
milk

375ml

2¼ cups
all-p

urpose flour

550ml

4 tsp

baking so
da

20ml

1 tsp

cinnamon

5ml

1 cup

raisi
ns

250ml

Beat eggs, 
honey an

d oil in small b
owl until blended; set asi

de. 

Combine bran cereal w
ith milk in larg

e bowl; let sta
nd 5 minutes. 

Add egg m
ixture to cereal m

ixture and stir 
lightly. 

Combine flour, baking so
da, cin

namon and rais
ins in medium 

bowl; mix well. Stir in
to bran mixture. Do not over-mix. 

Spoon batter into paper-lined or gre
ased muffin cups.

Bake in pre-heated oven 180ºC (350ºF) 20 to 25 minutes or until 

toothpick inserted comes out cle
an. Remove from pan; cool 

sligh
tly o

n wire rack
. Serve warm with honey or honey butter. 

Makes about 1 ½ dozen muffins. 

��������������������

A natural way to tenderize
 meat

1/3 cup

lemon or lim
e juice

75ml

2 tbsp

vegetable oil

30ml

2 tbsp

soya sa
uce

30ml

2 tbsp

honey

30ml

1

garli
c clo

ve, finely c
hopped

1

2 tsp

fresh ginger root, fin
ely c

hopped
10ml

1 tsp

dried thyme

5ml

¼ tsp

hot pepper sau
ce

1ml

Mix all i
ngredients to

gether. Marinate pork, chicken or turkey for 

at le
ast 4

 hours or overnight in the refrige
rato

r. Cook on BBQ 

or broil. Makes enough marinade for about 454 g (1
 lb) of meat. 

��������������������

������������
Perfe

ct fo
r fru

it 1

250 g package cream cheese, 

softened

¼ cup

honey

50ml

1 tbsp

frozen orange juice 

15ml

concentrate
, thawed

1–2 tbsp
milk

15-30ml

Combine all i
ngredients, using enough milk to make a so

ft, 

spoonable sauce. Spoon over fre
sh berries and fruit, or let guests 

dip their own. Makes approx. 12 servings. 

�����������������������������

A wonderful last m
inute desser

t 

½ cup

honey (divided)

125ml

1 tsp

grate
d orange rind

5ml

¼ tsp

cinnamon

1ml

4

baking apples

4

cored and pared 1/3 way down from top

Blend ¼ cup (50 ml) honey, orange rind and cinnamon; set asi
de. 

Arran
ge apples in 9-inch (23 cm) round or 8-inch (20 cm) square 

microwave-save
 baking dish. Fill ce

ntre of each apple with 1 tbsp 

(15 ml) honey mixture. Cover with microwave-safe
 wrap; vent. 

Microwave at H
IGH (100%) for 6 to 7 minutes, or until al

most 

tender; ro
tate dish ¼ turn half w

ay th
rough cooking tim

e. Drizzl
e 

remaining honey over ap
ples an

d allo
w to stan

d 2 to 3 minutes. 

Serve warm with cream or ice
 cream. 

Serves 4.  

Naturally, delicious

Honey brings yo
u all t

he delicio
us, su

btle flavo
urs of flowers. 

Because honey is s
weeter than sugar, a

 little
 goes a lo

ng way:

On half a 
grap

efruit, burstin
g with Vitam

in C

On whole grai
n toast, b

agels or muffins

In plain low-fat y
ogurt, w

ith fresh fruit or berries

In fruit milk shakes—a delicio
us way to

 increase 

calci
um in your diet

On pancakes and waffles instead of butter and syru
p

As a g
laze for car

rots an
d squash

As a li
ght touch for sal

ad dressings an
d vinaigre

ttes

For marinades that m
ake lean cuts of meat m

ore tender

For a d
elicat

e sweetness in
 herbal te

as

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Naturally, better for our world 

Honey is a consumer’s most ethical and environmentally 

friendly choice, according to agricultural researchers here in 

Canada and around the world. 

Recent energy life-cycle studies from Sweden show it takes less 

energy to produce domestic honey than to refine sugar from 

beets or sugar cane.
Sugar cane, corn and beets need more fertilizer, pesticides and 

irrigation than any other field crops.

By contrast, Canadian beekeepers leave virtually no trace on 

farm ecosystems. 
Canadian honey’s main floral sources are alfalfa and clover, 

which naturally fix nitrogen into our soil and reduce our 

reliance on fossil-fuel-based fertilizers. 

Honey wins over other sweeteners when it comes to the 

energy needed in refining because honey has no refining step. 

Beekeepers just spin honey out of the honeycomb. 

Domestic honey travels the least distance to get to Canadian 

consumers. This is important because the environmental costs 

of transporting food can rival the costs of processing. 

Refined sugar takes an incredible journey to reach Canadians. 

Canada imports 90% of its sugar. 

When Canadians buy table sugar they not only may be buying 

an imported product, but often a sweetener produced by 

labourers working in terrible conditions. Canadians who buy 

domestic honey support beekeepers who own their own 

businesses and help keep our rural communities vibrant. The voice of Canadian Beekeepers

Members of the Canadian Honey Council include provincial 

associations, honey packers, researchers—and, of course, 

beekeepers from coast to coast. Together we work on issues of 

importance to all Canadians. 

We’ve created this new symbol so you can 

easily tell the difference between blended honey (labelled 

“Canada No.1”)  and 100% pure Canadian honey.  Be sure 

you’re getting the best—always choose honey that features this 

new symbol of quality. 

This brochure is a result of an industry government co-operative effort between the 

Canadian Honey Council and Agriculture Agri-Food Canada.

Brought to you courtesy of:

Better.Naturally.
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Healthy bees. Long hours of summer sunlight. 

Clean air, clear water and fields bursting with 

blossoms. Canadian honey is made by the best 

bees working under the best conditions. 

Canadian beekeepers put their hearts into 

achieving the highest standards of purity. That’s 

why it’s only natural that 100% Canadian honey 

is known to be the best honey in the world.

The voice of Canadian Honey Bees

“Canadian honeybees make the best honey in the world, but 

they’re much too busy to speak for themselves. For far too long 

their work has been overlooked, their honey unrecognized. 

That’s where I come in! I’m proud to be the official Spokesbear 

for hardworking Canadian honeybees. 

After all, nobody knows more about honey than I do.

Since I was a cub I’ve travelled the world in search of the best 

honey. I always come home to Canadian honey. It’s made by the 

healthiest bees—in the cleanest environment—and it’s the 

most delicious in the world.

Before you buy honey, look for the 

symbol that says ����� �����

��������������. And bee-ware 

of imitations!” 

Canadian Honey Council

The fl
avo

ur o
f 

honey 
comes 

fro
m th

e 

plan
ts t

he h
oneyb

ees
 

visi
t—

wildflowers
, clo

ver
, 

can
ola, a

lfal
fa, s

unflowers
, 

fru
it t

ree
s an

d ev
en 

blueberr
ies.

 

Every day, a 

honeybee makes 

10 trips to visit 

more than 1,000 

flowers. 

Honeybees 
have 6 legs, 

2 compound eyes with thousands of facets, 3 simple eyes (ocelli) 
and 2 sets 
of wings. 

Over its
 life

, 

each
 Canadian 

honeybee will m
ake 

just 1
/10th of a 

teaspoon (.5 ml) 

of honey. 

Hardworking Canadianhoneybees fly at 
20 kilometres an hour 
and their wings beat 

190 times per second. 

To make just one pound (.45 kg) of honey, a hive of 60,000 Canadian honeybees will fly the equivalent of twice around the world and visit two million flowers. 
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Shattering the folklore: black flies do 
not pollinate sweet lowbush blueberry

IT is often said that on the Canadian Shield, black flies pollinate the sweet 
lowbush blueberry, because years with high black fly populations also 

tend to be those with large blueberry crops. This folklore has never been tested 
experimentally. Researchers 

Fiona F. Hunter, Steven G. Burgin, and Allan Woodhouse Department of 
Biological Sciences, Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario, designed an 
experiment and tested whether or not black flies can act as pollinators for sweet 
lowbush blueberry (Vaccinium angustifolium). They found there is no evidence 
that blackflies transfer pollen or increase fruit set in sweet lowbush blueberry. 
However, the authors do not exclude the possibility that in the wild, blackflies 
act as opportunistic nectar thieves of sweet lowbush blueberry, forcing the true 
pollinators to work harder (visit more flowers for food).

Reference: 

Hunter F.F., S.G. Burgin, and A.Woodhouse. 2000. Shattering the folklore: black flies do not 
pollinate sweet lowbush blueberry. Can. J. Zool. Vol. 78 : 2051-2054.
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Dr Ben Oldroyd, Professor, 
University of Sydney School of 

Biological Sciences, has developed a 
line of honey bees in which workers 
lay eggs at high frequency. 

“Anarchist bees” are rare genetic 
mutants that lay eggs even if they’re 
not the queen, and do not destroy the 
eggs of other anarchist non-queens. 
Through selective breeding, it is 
possible to create queenless “anarchist 
hives” where the sisters do it for 
themselves. 

These selectively bred anarchist 
hives have some other odd features. 
Normal workers transplanted into 
them may start laying, which suggests 
that the queen’s pheromones are 
weaker than normal. Most strangely, 
taking the queen out of an anarchic 
colony - which triggers worker 
egg-laying in normal hives - causes 
anarchic workers’ eggs to lose their 
deceptive properties. They are eaten if 
transplanted into a normal hive, says 
Oldroyd. 

Naturally anarchic hives contain a 
few dozen laying workers, and seem 
to function well. But by selective 
breeding, Dr Ben Oldroyd and his 
colleagues at the University of Sydney 
have got the egg-layers up to about 
40% of the workforce. In these hives, 
breeding workers neglect their chores 
and the hives become decadent to the 
point of collapse2. “They can barely 
feed themselves, and they do weird 
things like trying to raise queens out of 
male larvae,” Oldroyd says.

These anarchistic bees do precisely the 
opposite thing to ordinary honey bees, 
providing us with an experimental 
opportunity to study how sterility is 
enforced in ordinary bees. 

Projects are available in 2007 
for students who would like 
the opportunity for some really 
groundbreaking work in genetical 
aspects of animal behaviour. 
Possibilities include the identification 

of genes controlling the expression 
of worker sterility or anarchy.  
Contact the University of Sydney 
at http://www.bio.usyd.edu.au/
Social_InsectsLab/2005_6/2007_
hons_projects_web.doc for more 
information.

Anarchist Bees
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Foundation 11

For all your foundation needs, any size, wired or 
without, organic or conventional, place orders 
by phone 780-835-2115 or fax 780-835-2873 or 
email tegart@telusplanet.net.

For Sale 12

RV Cut Comb Honey Trays (340g). Tight 
Snap-On Clear Plastic Lid - Cream Coloured 
Base Sold Coast to Coast by Mail. 2006 Prices:  
$46.80/100 - $210.70/500 F.O.B.   River Valley 
Apiaries - P.O. Box 142, Stirling, ON, K0K 3E0 
- Visa/Master Card Accepted - 613- 395-4257, 
rvapiaries@yahoo.com

For Sale 56

Manual benchtop system for making your own 
honey straws.  Reliable, Affordable, Profitable.  
Check it out at www.AnthonysKansasHoney.
com or phone 785-842-9268 or 913-206-2188

For Sale 13

Beeswax candlemaking supplies including bulk 
wicking and silicone moulds at wholesale prices. 
Free Spirit Candles and Supplies.  
www.freespiritcandles.ca or 1-877- 335-3769.

For Sale 17

Active Beekeeping business with retail 
packaging market. Registered packer, stainless 
steel extracting plant. Equipment for 500 
colonies, queen rearing, package and nucleus 
colony production, pollination. Contact Mike 
McLennan, Flower Power Apiaries, 4550 
Hillview Rd Grand Forks BC V0H 1H5 phone 
250-442-2933.

For Sale 18

300-500 hives on pallets, honey supers available. 
Contact Nicola Valley Apiaries phone 250-378-
5208. 

Wanted to Buy 20

Buckwheat honey  in drum. Contact Henry 
Nauta phone 905-640-1564, fax 

For Sale 21

Strong double brood chamber hives. Excellent 
equipment, queens raised in Manitoba from 
Manitoba overwintered stock for 17 years. 
Available September 1.

Meadowlark Honey Ltd. phone: 204-385-2337 
email: tfehr@mts.net

Classifieds

Honeybee queens produce a 
chemical cocktail that politicians 

would swarm to get their hands on: the 
scent of a queen keeps her drones and 
workers loyal to the throne, dutifully 
feeding and grooming their ruler. 

Now it seems that this chemical 
perfume also prevents worker bees 
from developing aversions. This means 
that undergoing a negative experience 
around a queen won’t lead a worker 
bee to learn to hate her.

“They can still respond to something 
nasty,” says entomologist Alison 
Mercer of the University of Otago 
in Dunedin, New Zealand. “But 
what they can’t do is learn to 
associate particular stimuli with nasty 
outcomes.”

Negative association

Mercer and her colleagues tested 
this by training bees to associate a 
particular smell (not from the queen) 
with a mild electrical shock. They 
strapped the bees down, released the 
odour, and administered the shock. 
The bees extended their stingers in 
response to the jolt.

After a few repetitions of scent and 
shock, the smell alone was enough to 
trigger the stinger reflex even without 
a jolt of electricity — so long as the 
bees didn’t scent their queen. 

Bees exposed to the queen’s 
pheromones, and specifically to a 
compound called homovanillyl alcohol 
(HVA), did not learn to associate the 
smell with the shock. They could, 
however, still learn to associate a 
particular smell with food, showing 
that HVA was acting specifically on 
aversion rather than general learning 
or physical responsiveness. The results 
are published this week in Science1.

Previous work had shown that HVA 
acts on the bee brain via a signalling 

molecule called dopamine. In humans, 
dopamine plays a role in motor 
control and reward-seeking behaviour. 
In insects, however, dopamine is 
responsible for motor control and 
aversion. A different chemical, 
called octopamine, mediates positive 
associations, which could explain why 
HVA did not affect responses to food.

Smells like queen spirit

HVA is just one of many compounds 
within the queen mandibular 
pheromone coating the queen’s body. 
The queen’s attendant workers groom 
her with their proboscises and by 
rubbing her with their antennae. Then, 
when they mix with the rest of the 
hive, they distribute her pheromones 
to other bees. This calms the crowd 
and prevents reproduction among 
worker bees. “As soon as you put 
a queen into a colony, the young 
workers are less active and less 
aggressive,” says Mercer. 

So why would a queen need to 
chemically prevent the workers from 
learning to hate her? One possibility, 
suggests Mercer, is that the queens 
may have a problem with body odour: 
in high concentrations, their heady mix 
of pheromones become repellent.

“You can overdo any odorant,” 
says Mercer. “We experience that 
in humans, too.” If worker bees, 
particularly those closest to the queen, 
were to get a whiff of that stench too 
many times, they may begin to avoid 
her. And that could spell the end of 
the queen. 

Entomologist Mark Winston of Simon 
Fraser University in Vancouver, 
Canada, says the study provides an 
exciting glimpse into the relationship 
between genes and behaviour, but he 
finds the ‘stinky queen’ explanation 
unlikely. “I doubt that pheromone 
concentrations ever get high enough in 

a colony to be repellent,” he says. But 
he says suppressing aversion may still 
be important for other bee activities

References 

1. Vergoz, V., Schreurs, H. A. & Mercer, A. R., 
Science 317, 384-386 (2007).

http://www.nature.com/news/2007/070716/
pf/070716-14_pf.html

Queen bees avert the sting in the tail
Honeybee queens may use scent to stay popular in negative situations. 

Heidi Ledford
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More Convenient Than Ever!
Bees require proper nutrition to produce new bees and to increase longevity.
Here at Mann Lake we have been involved in bee nutrition for over 20 years -
supplying the best feed products at the most economical pricing available!

Don’t be taken in by hype and high prices.
Nutrition is based on good science.

Amino acids are the building blocks of protein. Different protein sources contain different
amino acid levels; and it's for this reason that a mixture of protein sources should be included
in a pollen substitute. A correct amino acid balance is the key to efficient utilization of protein.

Protein quality is determined by its level of essential amino acids.  A shortage of any one essen-
tial amino acid makes overall protein utilization by the bee less efficient.  (Example the bees
require 4% Iso-leucine and if the current feed you are using only has 3% Iso-leucine  that
means the bees can only utilize 75% of the available protein.)

See OurCanadianDealers!

Mann Lake Ltd.
800-880-7694
www.mannlakeltd.com

Dry Pollen Substitute products are best used in secluded areas and during weather conditions con-
ducive to bee flight.  During high humidity or damp conditions, pollen patties are a better option than
dry feed.  

800-880-7694
www.mannlakeltd.com

Pre-Made Patties

Authorized Dealers:
Manitoba Cooperative

(204) 783-2240

Alberta Honey Producers 
(780) 962-5573
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Bayer HealthCare, Animal Health is pleased to announce the
registration for CheckMite+® (10% coumaphos beehive pest
control strips) in Canada. First available through Emergency
Use Registration in 2002, CheckMite+® strips have built a
strong reputation as a dependable solution for varroa mite
infestation of honey bee hives. Now CheckMite+® strips are
registered for treatment and control of varroa mites, as well
as having Emergency Use Registration status for detection
and control of small hive beetle infestation in honey bee
colonies*.
We at Bayer HealthCare, Animal Health, look forward to
providing this great product to Canadian apiarists, and
continuing our strong relationships within the honey and
pollenation industry. 
Please contact your local distributor, or Bayer HealthCare,
Animal Health, to order or inquire about CheckMite+® Beehive
Pest Control Strips.

* The Emergency Use Registration applies to all provinces except for Ontario 
and Quebec.

® Bayer, Bayer Cross and CheckMite+ are registered trademarks of Bayer AG, used under license by Bayer Inc.

Your Distributors are:

Alberta Honey Producers Cooperative
70 Alberta Avenue
Spruce Grove, Alberta
T7X 3B1
(780) 962 - 5573

Benson Bee Supplies Limited
8358 Victoria Street
Metcalfe, Ontario
K0A 2P0
(613) 821 - 2797

Country Fields Beekeeping Supplies
1848 Route 112
Upper Coverdale, New Brunswick
E1J 1Y5
(506) 387 - 6804

New Brunswick Beekeepers Association
761 Route 105
Maugerville, New Brunswick
E3A 8L1
(506) 357 - 5444

Medivet Pharmaceuticals Limited
#4  55  9th Avenue South East
High River, Alberta
T1V 1E6
(403) 652 - 4441

F.W. Jones & Son Limited
105 St. Regis Crescent South
Toronto, Ontario
M3J 1Y6
(416) 783 - 2818

Bee Maid Honey
1210  100 Street
Tisdale, Saskatchewan
S0E 1T0
(306) 873 - 2521

Bayer HealthCare
Customer Service Desk
1 800 268 - 1432

Manitoba Cooperative Honey Producers Ltd
625 Roseberry St.
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3H 0T4
(204) 783 - 2240

F.W. Jones & Son Limited
44 Dutch Street
Bedford, Quebec
J0J 1A0
(450) 248 - 3323

Bee Basics
#2 Image Hill Road North
MacGregor, Manitoba
R0H 0R0
(204) 685 - 2117

CheckMite+®

Beehive Pest Control Strips



API Nutrition Ltd.
 
Quality Bee Pollen from Peace River, Alberta  
or Rural Ontario

Buying Canadian bee pollen.
Fresh frozen pollen available

Call Chris Toll-Free 1-866-624-8175
Tel. (519) 773-5902
11302 Imperial Road, Aylmer, Ontario, N5H 2R3

www.apinutrition.com
chris@apinutrition.com

PLANET BEE HONEY FARM  
TOURS & GIFTS

5011 Bella Vista Road
Vernon,  B.C.  V1H 1A1
Phone 250 542-8088
email:  info@planetbee.com
website:  www.planetbee.com

Retail / Wholesale & 
Distributor Pricing,  
Re-sellers Wanted

Specialty Honey, Pollen, 
Propolis, Royal Jelly,  

Filtered Beeswax

Mite-Away

Use Mite-Away II Single Application Formic acid Pads in the spring 
and fall for control of varroa and tracheal mites. See our updated 

web site at www.miteaway.com or call toll free 866-483-2929. 
You can purchase Mite-Away at the following distributors: 

Ontario:  F.W. Jones & Sons Ltd, Toronto, 800-665-6637  
Cook's Bee Supplies, Aurora, 888-645-9722  
Better Bee Supplies, Cambridge, 519-621-7430  
Benson Bee Supplies Ltd, Metcalfe, 800-214-7366  
Peter Mewett, Stirling, 613-395-3225  
Grey-Bruce Bee Supplies, Markdale, 519-986-4980 
Clovermead Apiaries, Aylmer, ON 519-773-5503  
Tannenhof Farms, Oro Station,877-772-8753 
Sudbury Bee Supplies, Sudbury, 705-566-0743

Quebec: F.W. Jones & Sons Ltd., Bedford, 800-665-6637 
Maritimes:  Country Fields Beekeeping Supplies,  

Upper Coverdale, N.B., 506-387-6804 
Western Canada:  BeeMaid, Winnipeg MB, 204-783-2240 

Vancouver Island Apiary Supply,  
Duncan, BC    250-746-1676

Fully reconditioned and #1 Quality Export Drums - Offering custom 
trucking across western Canada and western states.

Office/Cory 250-499-5773 - Lee 250-499-5753 - 
Fax 250-499-5752 

High Fructose Corn Syrup
Food Grade Sweetener
Dealer for ADM Corn Processors

   Serving Manitoba & Saskatchewan

Delivered to Door on Time
At Temperature 80-90 degrees F.

PO Box 190 Fisher Branch MB R0C 0Z0
Telephone 1-800-990-1390 
E-mail-paul@interlakeforageseeds.com

VANCOUVER ISLAND APIARY SUPPLY 
Beekeeping Supplies Equipment & Glassware 
Larry & Marilyn Lindahl 
6456 Cowichan Valley Hwy 
PO Box 1491 - Lake Cowichan BC V0R 2G0 -Canada 
250-749-3800 - www.thebeestore.com



Get control of Varroa
mites with Apistan.
• Up to 100% Varroa control

• Cost effective and convenient to 
use – one treatment gives a full year’s
protection

• Safe for bees and beekeepers

• Considered the best anti-Varroa product
by beekeepers around the world

• No detectable residue in honey

• No risk of applying too much, 
or too little

SECURE
THEIR

FUTURE

For additional information contact your favourite bee supplies company 
or call 1-800-263-2740.

Please read label carefully for directions and precautions. APISTAN is a registered trademark of Wellmark International.


