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you need to make informed decisions about disease prevention
and the role of pharmaceuticals in your management practices.
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Formic Acid

Bee Repel

Apistan

FoulBrood Mix

403 652-4441 www.medivet.ca
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Oxalic Acid Registration

In January the CHC sent out a
request to beekeepers and
associations to help us with
raising money for oxalic acid
registration. Our target is to
raise $30,000 towards the costs
of registration. To date we have
received over $20,000 from
beekeepers who believe this is a vital
project. Many more have pledged
support so we will get the process
underway. The first step is to determine
what information is in the public domain,
then we will hire a person to assist with
the project, assemble and prepare the
documentation in the format required by
the Pest Management Regulatory
Agency. There is a lot of red tape and
bureaucracy involved in the registration
process. The completion time depends on
how much more data the PMRA requires
and how long it will take us to resolve
the issues.

There are many benefits from registering
an alternative pesticide such as oxalic acid.
It provides a useful alternative treatment
for mites that are resistant to Apistan or
Checkmite. Beekeepers interested in
producing organic honey would have
another tool available to them in the
treatment of mites. Oxalic acid occurs
naturally in honey and if used correctly
for varroa mite treatment, it will not leave
residues or pose a risk to the food chain. 

US Queen Importation

The CFIA has gazetted a change to the
regulations of the Health of Animals Act
concerning the importation of honey bee
queens from continental USA. Under the
proposed new regulation queen bees and
their attendants can be imported under
permit conditions. Beekeepers have 30
days to comment on the change. 

All stakeholders at the CHC convened
importation meeting held in Kelowna,
October 2003, unanimously agreed to a

CHC Activities
Heather Clay 

National Coordinator CHC

list of recommendations for
importation protocols. These
recommendations have been
forwarded to the CFIA for
consideration when setting
the queen bee import permit
conditions.

Queen supplies

The southern Alberta canola pollinators
are seeking thousands of queens to allow
an increase in colony numbers to satisfy
the high demand for crop pollination.
Last year 50,000 colonies were sent to
pollination and there is a need for many
more colonies. Producers in the area have
been hampered by drought conditions
that have interfered with nucleus and
queen production. The availability of low
risk queens means a lot to the economic
prospects of this important part of the
honey bee industry.

100% Canadian logo

In the wake of recent recalls of blends of
imported honey there is a clear need for
promoting 100% Canadian honey. The
use of the grade name “Canada number
1” is misleading when it can be applied to
imported honey. The CHC is urging the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency to
take the reference to “Canada” out of the
grade name and to require that country
of origin is clearly identified in large
print where consumers can read it. A
committee has been formed to investigate
the possibility of developing a logo and
promoting 100% Canadian honey. This is
the best tool that Canadians have to gain
market share in the competitive world of
imported honey.

C-BISQT

The CHC has applied for funding under
the new Canadian Food Safety and
Quality program to assist in developing a
producer-led food safety system for
beekeepers. The new Canadian Bee
Industry, Safety, Quality, Traceability
program has a catchy acronym, C-BISQT.

The steering committee thinks that this is
a winning name in the race for gold. All
stake holders will be involved in the de-
velopment of the new system. Details are
on the CHC website www.honeycouncil.ca.

Membership

Our association is entirely funded by
membership dues. The board of directors
is comprised of eight voting delegates.
The six largest provinces each have one
delegate, the three maritime provinces
have one delegate and BeeMaid the co-op
honey packer, has one delegate. There are
vacant seats for the Canadian Packers
Association, the Canadian Pollinators
Association and the Canadian Bee-
Breeders Association. At present none of
these groups are official associations but
the door is open if they want to get
organized and join the CHC. In the
meantime, the rest of our funds are raised
through annual membership. 

Although a change to the voting structure
of CHC has been proposed, the directors
felt that such an important decision should
not be rushed. The status quo will conti-
nue until a better plan has been worked
out. The costs of running a national asso-
ciation have increased annually without
any increase in the cost of membership
for many years.  As a result, the directors
decided to increase membership fees for
the next financial year starting November
1st, 2004. There has also been a change to
the categories of membership to better
reflect the makeup of our industry. The
new fee structure is as follows: 

Hobbyist (1 to 49 Colonies) .......$50

Small commercial (50 to 299) ...$100

Large commercial (300 +) .........$200

Industry ......................................$250

If you would like to beat the rate
increase, any membership renewals
received before November 1st will be
processed at the current rate. 
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CANADA GAZETTE VOL 138 NO 15 APRIL 10, 2004
announces a notice of a change of regulation for the

importation into Canada or any Canadian port of a
honeybee queen, with its attendant bees, from the United
States.

HONEYBEE IMPORTATION PROHIBITION 

REGULATIONS, 2004 

PROHIBITION

1. (1) Subject to subsection (2), no person shall import any
bee of the genus Apis, commonly known as honeybees, into
Canada or any Canadian port from the United States, except
from the State of Hawaii, during the period beginning on the
date of the coming into force of these Regulations and
ending on December 31, 2005. 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to the import into Canada
or any Canadian port of a honeybee queen, with its
attendant bees, from the United States in accordance with a
permit issued under section 160 of the Health of Animals
Regulations. 

Based on the findings of the CFIA risk assessment, the
support of the majority of provinces and the changing
positions of Canadian stakeholders, the Minster of
Agriculture and Agri-Food, Bob Speller and the Solicitor
General,Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Public Safety
and Emergency Preparedness, Anne McLellan, have given
notice that it is appropriate at this time to allow the
importation of honeybee queens and their attendants (not
packaged bees) from the continental U.S. 

The proposed Regulations will maintain the current
prohibition on the import of honeybees from the
continental United States but would allow for the import of
honeybee queens with their attendants under import permit
requirements. Canadian beekeepers will be able to augment
the number of honeybee colonies available for honey
production and pollination through the importation of
additional honeybee queens from the U.S. This exemption
will allow industry to replenish bee stocks in a controlled
and regulated fashion that poses a minimal risk to the health
of the Canadian honeybee population. 

The full text of the notice can be found online at
http://canadagazette.gc.ca/partI/2004/20040410/html/regle
6-e.html#REFa

Interested persons may make representations with respect to
the proposed Regulations within 30 days after the date of
publication of this notice. All such representations must cite
the Canada Gazette, Part I, and the date of publication of

President Wink Howland,
Saskatchewan Beekeepers
Association 
Howland’s Honey
Box 55 RR #3 Yorkton SK
S3N 2X5
ph. 306-783-7046 
fax 306-786-6001
whowland@accesscomm.ca

Vice President Alain
Moyen, Fédération des 
Apiculteurs du Québec
83 Alderic-Huot Apt 2
St Thérèse QC J7E 5K5
ph 450-430-1793 
fax 450-430-2864
moyen@sympatico.ca

Executive  Director
Paul Kittilsen , Maritime
Beekeepers Association 
RR 1 
Debert NS B0M 1G0 
ph. 902-662-4072 
pl.kittilsen@ns.sympatico.ca 

Executive Director
Ed Nowek , British Columbia
Honey Producers Association 
5011 Bella Vista Rd 
Vernon BC V1H 1A1
ph. 250-542-8088 
beeworld@junction.net 

National Coordinator
Heather Clay
Suite 236, 235 - 5149 
Country Hills Blvd NW
Calgary AB T3A 5K8
ph 403-208-7141 
fax 403-547-4317
chc-ccm@honeycouncil.ca

Director Glen Ackroyd,
Ontario Beekeepers
Associaton
RR 2, Tara 
ON N0H 2N0 
ph. 519-934-0006
ackroyd.apiaries@sympatico.ca 

Director Ron Rudiak,
Manitoba Beekeepers
Association 
Sunnybrook Bee Farm
Steinbach MB R5G 1N2
ph. 204-326-3763
manbeekr@mb.sympatico.ca 

Director Neil Specht, Bee
Maid delegate 
Box 155 
Eatonia SK S0L 0Y0 
ph. 306-967-2841 
fax 306-967-2841 
janeil@sasktel.net

Director Grant Hicks,
Alberta Beekeepers
Association
Box 181
McLennan AB T0H 2L0
ph 780-324-3688
fax 780-324-3712
djhicks@telusplanet.net

CHC - CCM Delegates 2003 
Canadian Honey Council Board of

Directors

this notice and be sent to Dr. Samira Belaissaoui, Animal Health
and Production Division, Canadian Food Inspection Agency,
59 Camelot Drive, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0Y9 (tel.: (613) 225-
2342, extension 4005; fax: (613) 228-6630).

Regulation Change for Importation of US Queens
Dr. Samira Belaissaoui, 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency, 
Ottawa, ON
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Maritimes

AT the time of writing
Maritime Beekeepers

are still waiting for winter to
end, to unpack their hives or
remove them from indoor
storage. Many hives are still
completely buried after a late
winter blizzard dumping
record breaking amounts of
snow in Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island.

Beekeepers are relatively
optimistic that the bees will
be in good shape after a long
mild fall, there were reports
of full scale hive flight activity
as late as December 24th of
last year. The warm late fall
resulted in a late honey flow
in some areas causing
beekeepers to delay there mite
treatments later than they may
have liked.

Nova Scotia using
the Pettis test found
no resistance to
fluvalinate last fall.
Testing is scheduled
to continue again this
spring. New
Brunswick will
continue testing for
resistance to miticides.

Demand is expected to be
strong in all three Maritime
provinces for bees for blue-
berry pollination. 

I wish you all a successful
beekeeping and a bountiful
harvest.

QUÉBEC REPORT

After all our losses in the
Spring of 2003 followed by a
small honey crop, Quebec
beekeepers are all wondering
what is in store this Spring. 

I checked some hives in mid
March because I was curious,
but also I had to count them
to confirm the
number of hives
that wintered
successfully. So far
the hives seem to
be healthy but it is
also a bit early to
tell.

Some of you are
probably won-
dering why I
would go out and count my
hives in mid March. In
Québec we now have hive
and crop insurance on an
individual basis. Our hives are
covered for winter losses. The
insurance does not pay for the
bees but it pays for the crop
that they didn’t produce. 
The first 10% of losses is our

responsibility but
any losses beyond
10% will be
covered. Our crop
insurance in the
past was
determined on a
collective
production. Now
we have an
individual coverage

where each beekeeper
compiles his own statistics. 

Also for the second year, the
Québec Federation of
Beekeepers is offering the
federally funded Spring start
up loans program. It is similar
to the advance payment
program for our honey in the
Fall. We get a certain amount
per hive to head into Spring.

With these new financial
tools, the Spring tension
seems to be released. No one

wants to have heavy losses but
when you do have them, it
feels good to have a cushion.

Honey prices for the time
being seem to be around $2 to
$2.10 and some beekeepers
are getting 2.25 per pound.

Things are starting up early
this year, we have
packages coming in
late March so now
the Spring is under
way.

Last but not least, we
are still working on
gathering money for
the Oxalic Acid Fund
because we feel that
this will be an

important tool in our
integrated pest management
programs. 

So in the meantime lets just
hope we have a good Spring
build up and good crops.. 

Ontario

Ontario has experienced what
has been called an average
winter. Good amounts of
snow fall in most parts to
insulate the colonies from
average winter temperatures.
It is premature to say but it
would appear so far that
winter losses are normal but a
lot can change
before the end of
spring. 

The Ontario
Beekeepers'
Association's
summer meeting
will be held June
26th in Guelph.
For details please
visit the OBA
Webb site at
www.ontariobee.com/ 

There has been lots of action
in the last month from
beekeepers placing orders for

nucs and breeder queens for
this season. It seems everyone
is planning for a good spring
and a productive summer. 

Saskatchewan 

Saskatchewan has experienced
a relatively normal winter. To
date, there has not been an
extended period of really
bitter weather, nor has there
been an extended period of
chinook type weather. Either
of those conditions can affect
wintering as the first can
restrict the ability of the
cluster to move to new food
sources, and the second can
lead to premature brood
rearing, which may ultimately
result in creating a food
shortage. However, we have
not had enough snow! Last
year, most areas suffered from
near drought conditions and
we went into winter with low
soil moisture. It was hoped
that heavy winter snows
would help to fill sloughs and
dugouts in the spring, but that
will only occur in a few small
areas. Of course, the winter is
not over yet and all those
concerns could be remedied
by one or two major blizzards
or by heavy spring rains.

February was convention
month. Our convention
attendance was up almost

20% from 2003, and a
good portion of that
increase came from
individuals who were
just starting into
beekeeping. We
haven’t seen a lot of
new entries into our
industry lately, and
seeing new faces is a
promising sign.
Perhaps the word is

out that beekeeping has been
fairly profitable for the past
couple of years, and some
grain and cattle farmers are
looking at some diversi-

Provincial Reports

Paul Kittelsen

Alain Moyen

Glen Ackroyd



fication to help them through
their tough times.

Our beekeepers
are quite excited
by the work being
done by Albert
Robertson, in
attempting to
identify the genes
that mark Russian
bee stock and
those which indicate
mite resistance in
those bees. Dr. Robertson, a
commercial beekeeper, has,
along with several other
Saskatchewan queen
producers, been working with
the Russian lines that were
first brought into Ontario in
the research work that was
begun by Dr. Nasr. The gene
research is expensive,
however, and finding funding
is always a challenge. Last
year our members were
challenged with raising
research funds, and they
provided about $19,000 at the
convention. They exceeded
that figure this year, by
providing almost $22,000. To
date we have been able to
access an additional $20,000
from the CARD fund and the
research is going forward
quickly.

An offshoot experiment
involving Russian stock as
well as stock developed by
Saskatchewan queen produ-
cers, will be set up this spring.
This project, named
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tations are that the 2003 crop
will have sold by Spring,
albeit at lower prices than last
year. However, the prices are
still above $1.50, which repre-
sents a substantial increase
over the levels achieved in
2001. Beekeeping is still fun,
and perhaps it can even be
profitable! Have a good
spring!

Manitoba

Thanks to a thick covering of
snow and a slow spring melt,
ground moisture levels
around Manitoba seem to be
adequate for spring planting
which is likely to begin
around the end of April.
Most honey bee colonies have

come through a
long cold winter
with beekeepers
reporting normal
losses. A few
reports of  higher
than normal losses
may possibly be
attributed to
fluvalinate resistant
varroa infestations.

If  we experience
warm spring weather, then
colonies can be treated earlier
with formic acid or
coumaphos strips to control
any high levels of fluvalinate
resistant mites.

Many beekeepers were
disappointed, early this year,
when informed that they will
not be able to get enough
offshore queens to divide
their wintered colonies. The
Manitoba Beekeepers'
Association recently passed a
motion which would allow
queens with attendants to
come into Manitoba from
other provinces under the
same permit regulations set in
place for importing queens
from the US. An essential
condition is that all of the

“Saskatraz”, will establish an
isolated yard in which will be

placed selected stock
from a number of
producers, as well as
selected Russian
colonies. Consistent
mite levels will be
established at the
beginning of the
experiment, and the
colonies will be

managed but not
treated. Sounds like

most prison systems, doesn’t
it? Mite levels will be closely
monitored to determine
which, if any of the colonies,
have natural suppression
characteristics. Hopefully, this
process will identify some
colonies with better natural
mite resistance than others,
and those bees can be
examined to see if the gene
can be identified. If the gene
does exist and can be
identified, it will likely be
heritable, and queens could be
raised that would pass on this
gene. Is it doable? Only time
will tell, but should positive
results be obtained, our entire
industry will benefit and
millions of treatment dollars
may be saved world wide. To
date, there appears to be an
identifiable gene marker for
Russian stock, which lends
optimism to the further
search for a resistance marker.

Research is expensive, as is
promotion of our product.
Several provincial associations

are in the process of
attempting to establish
provincial commissions in
order to raise funds.
Saskatchewan is entering into
that process as well. We know
that creating a national
commission is virtually
impossible, but it appears that
the process for creating a
provincial one is likely
possible. Several agricultural
commissions already exist in
our province, and therefore
there is a road map to follow.
Provincial governments are
supportive of this process, as
it relieves them of the
responsibility of providing
funding to provincial
associations. A commission
would allow us to
impose an annual
levy on our
beekeepers, which
would provide a
continuous funding
situation.

Spring is just
around the corner.
Beekeepers are
becoming anxious to
get into their colonies and to
find out just how well their
bees have wintered.
Hopefully the winter losses
will be low, not only here but
in the other provinces as well,
so that we are not faced with
the bee shortages that were
encountered last year. As I
write this article no word has
come from the Federal
government regarding
changes in the queen or
package importation situation,
which means that there will
be a shortage of stock for
importation. Low wintering
losses could alleviate that
situation, and is probably our
best hope for this year.

Although the demand for
honey dropped off substan-
tially during December and
January, some sales were
made in February and expec-

Wink Howland

Ron Rudiak

Quality Bee Pollen
Peace River, Alberta
Rural Ontario

Custom pollen cleaning and drying services
Buying Canadian bee pollen.
Freash frozen pollen available

Call Chris Toll-Free 1-866-624-8175
Tel. (519) 773-5902
11302 Imperial Road, Aylmer, Ontario, N5H 2R3

www.apinutrition.com
chris@apinutrition.com
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attendant bees would have to
be removed and tested, at the
Manitoba Agriculture lab in
Winnipeg, for diseases and
parasites.

Some beekeepers are
reporting problems
controlling skunk levels
around yard sites. These
animals occur throughout the
province and even small
numbers of skunks damage
colonies. When they arrive in
significant numbers large
economic losses continue to
occur and colonies are often
depleted. The use of  live
trapping methods or repeller
boards is encouraged to keep
skunks under control, but
when there are a large number
of bee yards involved, the
amount of work needed for
this activity becomes
expensive and time
consuming. Beekeepers would
like to have an approved bait
material made available to use
for problem skunks.

The MBA is continuing to
meet with  Manitoba Health
regarding the control of West
Nile virus in Manitoba. The
problem is presently being
addressed by the preferred
ground application of
larvicides in areas where the
culex tarsalis mosquito is
known to live. Meetings with
concerned groups
concentrated on the need for
a free flow of information to
balance the concerns for
public health with the
concerns of honey  producers,
forage producers (leafcutter
bees) and organic food
producers.  Also discussed
was the  potential economic
impact on the agricultural
sector and the need for
compensation if aerial
pesticide application becomes
necessary. 

Beekeepers around the
province have become very
concerned about the recent
CFIA announced honey
recalls. Many of them have
been contacted by people in
the community who want to
know why this is happening.
This concern underlines the
need for every honey
producer to ensure that their
own operation continues to
produce the top quality
honey for which Canada has
become known.

Membership in the Manitoba
Queen Breeders' Association
continues to grow with
several members from
Saskatchewan joining in. The
project, now in its third year,
is under the guidance of Dr.
Robert Currie (University of
Manitoba). Selections of
colonies exhibiting hygienic
behaviour and mite
supression characteristics have
been made and bee stock, for
evaluation, will be distributed
to the members of the MQBA
this summer.

British Columbia 

There has been a strong
positive response from our
membership over the past
three years for supporting the
importation of queen bee
stock from mainland USA. 

There is a continuous
shortage of good queen stock
and package bees available to
honey producers in this
province and others. The
positive economic impact of
opening the US border to the
importation of honeybees
would be extremely
significant.

High honey prices have not
been capitalized upon because
of severe limitations on
honeybee supplies and
pollinators are always in short

supply which in turn reduce
the potential production of
other agricultural food crops.
Many thousands of colonies
of bees from Alberta are
overwintered in the lower
Fraser Valley because of this
shortage and uncertainty of
supply for the spring time
also causing extreme
competition with local
apiaries for the
limited amount of
bee forage.  We
believe that this
will be much less of
a problem after the
opening of the
border.  The disease
profiles in New
Zealand with the
widespread
presence of varroa
mites and Australia with the
small hive beetle can no
longer justify this preferential
treatment to their supply over
that of mainland USA.  In
addition the quality at best
has always been inferior from
these countries due in part to
the fact that they travel from
the Southern Hemisphere in
opposite seasons and are
extremely stressed by (very
expensive) air travel, air
conditioning and artificial
environments.  

Our membership has not
expressed a concern or
mandatory requirement for
traceability of imported queen
stock as it already does not
exist with off shore suppliers.

Honeybee colonies fly freely
back and forth across the
border all along "0 Avenue"
between Surrey and
Abbotsford  and have always
been doing this.   Our disease
profile on the Canadian side
of this portion of the border
has never been different from
the USA side and is not
expected to ever be. The

Canadian
Government funded
risk assessment of
this past year has
also summarized
that there is not a
significant
additional risk
involved with
importation from
Mainland USA.

The past few years
have shown much greater
wintering losses due to the
varroa and tracheal mites and
without new stock which
have already adapted to these
pests, we are extremely slow
in gaining a position against
them.  We understand the
urgency of moving ahead
promptly with these new
regulations in order to meet a
greater portion of the high
demand for queens this
coming spring. 

BeeMaid

The strong prices, for raw
Canadian honey have been
very good for our industry

Ed Nowek

MENTHOL BOARDS
Please order early

HAMILTON BEE RANCH LTD.
Box 1169, Nipawin SK S0E 1E0

Phone 306-862-4194
Fax 306-862-4193

Producers of Northern Blossom Honey

continued on page 10
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Pesticides and Lazy 
Beekeepin’: A Poor Mix

Paul van Westendorp, 
Provincial Apiculturist BCMAF, 

Abbotsford BC.

Apistan only when necessary,
so that the product would
remain effective as long as
possible. Despite these
warnings, many beekeepers
still preferred laziness and
cheapness by leaving strips in
for the winter, re-using strips
and, under-dosing colonies.

In the fall of 2002, British
Columbia received its first
coumaphos emergency
registration permit from
PMRA so that mite infes-
tations could be controlled
that no longer responded to
fluvalinate. To coincide with
the release of coumaphos,
articles were published in bee

journals, letters were sent to
individual beekeepers in BC
and Alberta, and all beekeeper
clubs and associations in BC
were advised that coumaphos
was a different chemical from
fluvalinate and that it was
imperative to follow label
instructions. 

I suppose it was to be expec-
ted. Health Canada’s PMRA
officers checked colonies in
the Fraser Valley and the
Okanagan during the winter
to ensure label compliance. It
was disheartening to learn
that a number of operators
had left coumaphos strips in
over the winter and in another
case, where strips had been
illegally disposed of. 

I fail to understand the
cavalier attitude among some
producers towards the use of
pesticides and drugs in their
colonies. Especially today,
with the public’s escalating
demands in food safety and
quality. Some 20 years ago,
we had an industry that
prided itself in producing a
honey crop free of pesticides
and only with limited use of
oxytetracycline. Then, we had
the first major shake-up with
the “sulpha scare” in 1986.
Some of our fellow beekeepers
had been applying the non-
registered antibiotic sulpha-
thiozole because “it was so
much cheaper”. You would
think that this was enough of
a warning but no, some prove
to be very slow learners. 

Beekeepers had been warned
of PMRA planning inspections
to ensure label compliance.
Regardless of the actions
available to PMRA in dealing
with the recent infractions,
beekeepers should sit back
and look at their own indus-
try, and think about the ever-
escalating use of pesticides and
drugs in their management.
This is particularly discon-

certing with some reports that
recently appeared:
� Canadian honey shipped

overseas was found to
contain traces of
sulphathiozole, an
antibiotic never
registered for use in
beehives in Canada,

� Canadian honey
containing traces of
Tylosin, an antibiotic not
registered for use in
beehives,

� CFIA warning of No
Name honey containing
traces of nitrofurans.

The case of honey containing
nitrofurans may not have in-
volved Canadian honey at all,
but the average consumer is
not aware that it may have
originated in China, Argentina
or some other country. The
consumer has the image that
honey is a wholesome,
healthy food free of pesticide
and drug residues. As an
industry, we have benefited
from that image for decades
but with the management
practices of some producers,
we are surely taking the risk
of destroying that image.
When news reports appear
about contaminants in honey,
the consumer will question
the purity of ALL honey and
invariably, our own manage-
ment methods will be
scrutinized. While we were
very quick in taking the moral
high ground by condemning
Chinese honey when it was
found with traces of chloram-
phenicol a couple of years
ago, are we any better?

While circumstances may
demand continued use of
various pesticides and drugs
in our management, lets be
professional about it and only
use registered products
according to label instructions. 

A
FTER THE VARROA MITE

came onto the scene, bee-
keepers gained access to fluva-
linate. This synthetic pyre-
throid was possibly the most
desirable control products
available to beekeepers. Easy
to apply, no danger of conta-
mination with proper use,
very low mammalian toxicity,
no impact on the bees, yet,
incredibly effective in control-
ling Varroa. But then, within a
short time, we learned about
mite resistance in Italy because
of “illegal formulations”,
followed by similar reports
from the US. Articles appeared,
urging beekeepers to follow
label instructions and apply

�

�

�

Pesticides and Lazy
Beekeepin’: A Poor Mix



Eliminate AFB
and Chalkbrood
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T he CBRF Board of Directors is pleased to announce that three
grants have been awarded to further bee research in Canada.

A large number of proposals were received for funding approval
and the quality of the projects was high. The review committee
had a difficult task in selecting the final applicants. Final
decisions were made on the basis of the research priorities
identified as high priority by the beekeeping industry. The CBRF
is pleased to announce the successful projects are: 

Rob Currie, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg,
“Environmental and Chemical Control of Varroa in
Indoor Wintering Facilities.” $10,000

Steve Pernal, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada,
Beaverlodge, “Management of Oxytetracycline
Resistant American Foulbrood Disease in Honey Bees”
$10,000

Albert Robertson, Saskatchewan Beekeepers
Association, Saskatoon, “Evaluation of Varroa and
Tracheal Mite Tolerance in Selected Honeybee Lines
and Attempted Correlation of Tolerance with DNA
Markers.” $7,500.

Reports of research projects that received CBRF funding in
previous years can be viewed on the Canadian Honey Council
website www.honeycouncil.ca 

Canadian Bee Research Fund
Announces Three New Grants

Eliminate AFB
and Chalkbrood

Iotron's treatment program offers beekeepers 
a cost effective, environmentally friendly solution 

for managing bacterial and fungal disease.

Iotron’s proven technology has been recognized as a useful
defense against antibiotic-resistant strains of AFB. 

Iotron has successfully treated more than 50,000 supers 
and thousands of kilograms of pollen.

For more information please contact:
Robert Krag-Hansen

Iotron Technologies Corp.
1425 Kebet Way

Port Coquitlam, BC   V3C 6L3
Tel:  604 945-8838    Fax:  604 945-8827

e-mail:  rkhansen@iotron.com
www.iotron.com

HARD CHEMICAL RESISTANCE?

MITE-AWAY II™
Proven Varroa Control

Hive treated spring and fall 2003 with only Mite-Away II ™ 
Single Application Formic Acid Pads 

Picture taken March 10, 2004

Mite-Away II ™ Spring and Fall – Proven Control
Of Varroa and Tracheal Mites

Affordable, Single Treatment, Ready to Use, Food Grade - No Residues!

What’s Your Hive Worth to You?

NOD Apiary Products Ltd.
Toll free: 866-483-2929

www.miteaway.com
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Honey Recalls
Heather Clay, National Co-ordinator, CHC

T he Canadian Food Inspection
Agency recently announced a
series of recalls of honey that may

contain nitrofurans or chloramphenicol.
Between March 13 and April 20 the recall
notices applied to 17 products for
nitrofurans and 6 for chloramphenicol.
The products were from various packers
and in the case of nitrofurans, the honey
was either from Argentina, Turkey or a
blend of Argentine honey with Canadian
or Australian honey. In the
chloramphenicol situation, all the
products were traced back to a single
source of buckwheat honey that had been
packed and distributed under different
private labels. Although the honey was
labelled product of Canada,
chloramphenicol is not readily available
in Canada and it is assumed that at least a
portion of the honey was from China.

confidence that all honey products carry
honest, consumer friendly labels.

There is an obvious need for a food
safety program in Canada. As part of this
process the Canadian Honey Council has
been developing the Canadian Bee
Industry Safety Quality and Traceability
(C-BISQT) program. We expect to have
it ready for rollout early 2005.
Beekeepers may not receive any higher
price for certified honey but given the
loss of markets for imported honey, there
is no better time to be selling 100%
Canadian honey.  

For more information on the affected
brands, lot numbers and sizes visit the
CFIA website www.inspection.gc.ca.

The current recall situation highlights the
need for better labelling of honey. We are
urging the CFIA to revise the labelling
regulations and provide consumer

over the last few years. As with anything
else, there is a downside to these strong
prices. The market conditions
have encouraged Canadian
packers and retailers to import
cheap, sometimes lower grade,
honey in record amounts.

Those of us who are involved in
the honey industry understand
that the quality of some of these
imported honey may not meet
the quality expectation we have
been providing the Canadian
consumer for many years. We understand
that the Canadian consumer may not be
getting top quality Canadian honey
unless the honey they choose is labeled
"Product of Canada". Since honey is our
business, this is clear to producers but
what about the average consumer (your
family, your friends, your neighbour,
your local grocery manager)? Chances
are they don’t know the difference. The
primary reason for the confusion is that
all honey on the grocery shelf is labeled
"Canada No.1". This can be deceiving as
"Canada No.1" is a grading term and
does not mean "Product of Canada".

In order to protect the good reputation
and trust that we have worked so hard to
build with the Canadian consumer, it is
critical that Canadians are well-informed
on the qualities of Canadian honey. The
responsibility of getting this message out,
starts with us, the Canadian beekeeper. If
we don’t start promoting our great

Canadian industry, who will? Let’s take
charge and start building the momentum
needed to educate 30 million Canadians.

If all Canadian beekeepers join
forces, this will make a
difference. Talk to your family,
your friends, your neighbours,
your local grocery store
Manager, explain the
importance of looking for
"Product of Canada".

The endorsement of our
industry starts with us! Look

for "Product of Canada".

Bee Maid Honey Ltd. packs 100% pure
Canadian honey. Any Canadian honey
packer that takes the high road and
supports our beekeeping industry by
marketing Canadian honey should be
rewarded for their support. Promotion of
Canadian honey by the Canadian
beekeeping industry, will benefit not only
BeeMaid but all beekeepers in Canada.
What better incentive for Canadian
honey packers to sell 100% pure
Canadian honey.

Neil Specht

Foundation made up from
$1.50-$1.75 lb

4-5 sheets to the pound
Nucs and resistant queens

FERGUSON APIARIES
Hensall, Ontario
519-236-4979
ferga@hay.net

Reports continued from page 7



Use round comb 
section equipment by 

Ross Rounds, Inc. and see 
how this low cost investment 

can increase your profits.
8 oz. sells for same as 12 oz.

Minimal Labor • Bees Fill Completely 
No Breakage • No Propolis 
Attractive Durable Package

Comb Honey 
Has Come 
Full Circle

Comb Honey 
Has Come 
Full Circle

Contact your 
dealer for supplies.

Ross Rounds, Inc.
PO Box 582 Guilderland, NY 12084
V 518•370•4989 F 518•381•6370

www.rossrounds.com

Vernon Vickery
receives 
CAPA award

Joanne Moran, Chief Apiary Inspector, 
NSAF, Kentville NS.

The Canadian Association of Professional
Apiculturists (CAPA) recently awarded
Dr Vernon Vickery honorary member-
ship in their association. The presentation
was made at the Nova Scotia Beekeepers
Association annual meeting in Kentville,
March 2004.

Dr. Vickery is a graduate of the Nova
Scotia Agricultural College and
Macdonald College, McGill University.
After receiving the B.Sc. (Agr.) degree, he
worked in Nova Scotia for eleven years
with the Nova Scotia Department of
Agriculture and Marketing. He worked
with the Provincial Apiarist, Endel
Karmo, and others on honeybee behavior
and pollination problems. From 1950-
1961 he served as Curator of the Lyman
Entomological Museum and Assistant

Professor, Department of Entomology,
Macdonald College.

As well as operating his own apiaries, he
established an apiary at Macdonald
College.  He taught apiculture, a practical
course for Diploma in Agriculture
students and Extension Department
Adult Education night courses, and a
more theoretical course for undergraduate
and graduate students.

He was a strong promoter of self-
sufficiency for Canadian beekeepers and
began production of spring-formed
nucleus colonies in 1974.  Later he produ-
ced late summer and fall-formed nucleus
colonies and wintered 4-frame nucleus
colonies outside very successfully, with
losses over a 5-year period of only 2.5
percent. His techniques in outdoor over
wintering of honey bee colonies have
been widely adopted in Eastern Canada.

Dr Vickey is also a well known
taxonomist of Orthoptera (grasshoppers,
and their relatives) and from 1985 to 1989
served as president of the international
organization, the Orthopterist's Society. 

In 1991 he published his book “The
Honey Bee A guide for Beekeepers” and
it has proved to be a valuable tool for
many beekeepers. CAPA congratulates
Dr Vickery on his accomplishments and
important contribution to Canadian
apiculture.

L. to R.: Dick Rogers, 
Vernon Vickery, Joanne Moran
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DENTIFYING LARVAE AND

PUPAE WITH American and
European foulbrood (AFB
and EFB, respectively) is the
most important step in
combating these diseases and
preventing spread among
colonies. Both diseases have
fairly diagnostic symptoms
that beekeepers can identify in
the field. Learning to see the
symptoms, however, can
sometimes prove frustrating
particularly when the diseases
are encountered unexpectedly.
Furthermore, on rare
occasions diseased specimens
may not match typical
symptoms, particularly if the
infection is light or if other
diseases or parasites interact
with the foulbrood infection
in the hive.

Until recently the only way to
be absolutely sure if a colony
had foulbrood was to remove
the section of comb with the
infected larvae or pupae, wrap it
in newspaper and sent it to a
provincial apiculture laboratory
for microbiological identification.
The British company Vita
(Europe) Ltd. has aimed to
provide an alternative to
laboratory diagnosis with the
launch of two new field
diagnostic kits for European or
American foulbrood. The
company suggests that in just
three minutes, a beekeeper can
have reliable diseases diagnosis
without having to leave the
apiary. 

How is such rapid diagnosis
possible? The kits employ
antibody-coated latex beads that
are designed to attach to the
bacteria that cause AFB and EFB.

Only the presence of these bacteria will set
off an immuno-chromatographic reaction
that results in two blue lines appearing on
the display window of the kit. If the
bacteria are absent only one line is visible.

The product resulted from collaboration
between Vita and Britain’s Central Science
Laboratory. Vita’s Research &
Development Director, Dr. Max Watkins,
explains, “Vita had been discussing the
possibility of developing a field kit for
diagnosis of foulbroods with the National
Bee Unit (part of the govt Central Science
Laboratory at York) for some years but we
were not happy with the reliability or
feasibility of some of the methods
available. By chance another department of
the Central Science Laboratory (Pocket
Diagnostic Section as it was called) had
developed a lateral flow device for the
detection of various plant pathogens. So

with a little cross-fertilisation Vita funded
research between the National Bee Unit
(validating the kits and obtaining samples
etc) and the Pocket Diagnostic Section.
Monoclonal antibodies were derived
specifically for AFB and separately for
EFB. The principle is similar to that
employed in pregnancy test kits with the
technology being licensed under patent”

To prepare a disease larva for testing
it is first macerated in a bottle that
comes with the kit, which contains an
extraction fluid and several metallic
balls. Following a half a minute of
agitation, a few drops of bacterial
suspension is drawn up and dropped
onto a well on the surface of the kit.
The suspension is then wicked up
across the display window where it is
wafted past the antibodies. 

Dr. Watkins feels that the kits may be
useful as a first step in combating
foulbrood. “These kits are
confirmatory tools to help
beekeepers, officials and researchers
decide on a plan of action. The key to
foulbrood management is good
husbandry. We believe our foul brood
diagnostic kits will be valuable in
caring for your bees”.

Research underway by Dr. Stephen
Pernal at the Beaverlodge Research
Farm suggests the potential for
having AFB in colonies can be
predicted by the levels AFB spores

present in samples of honey or in the
guts of adult worker bees. Can the AFB
kit be harnessed to find spores in honey
and adult bee samples? Unfortunately, at
the present time the AFB kit is only
designed to react with spore
concentrations in the order of
100,000,000 per millilitre, which is more
than adequate for diagnosing a diseased
pupa, but is not sensitive enough to
detect levels in honey (100-500 spores per
millilitre of honey) and barely sensitive
enough to find spores among heavily
contaminated adult worker bee (1,000-
100,000,000 spores per millilitre of
macerated bee guts in saline). 

The kits can only be used for one
diagnosis and are distributed in North
America by Dadant. The Dadant
catalogue lists individual kits for $12.95
USD or 50 kits for $9.50 each. 

New Tools for Foulbrood Diagnosis:
Field Diagnosis Kits by Vita (Europe) Ltd.

By Adony Melathopoulos
Beaverlodge Research Farm, 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Beaverlodge, Alberta

The test kits employ a three part procedure for
diagnosing foulbrood diseased larvae and pupae in the

field. The test takes about three minutes to perform
and each kit can only be used for one diagnosis.

I
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ALBERTA HONEY
PRODUCERS 

CO-OPERATIVE LTD.
Carrying a full line of

beekeeping equipment from
several manufacturers

DADANT & SONS LTD.
MANN LAKE SUPPLIES

COOK & BEALS
MAXANT

DAKOTA GUNNESS
WALTER T. KELLY

plus many more.

Whatever your requirements
we would be glad to help.

Quality products for the
beekeeping industry, including

Woodenware
Bee Apparel

Queen Rearing Supplies
Extracting Equipment

Honey Containers
Beekeeper Tools

Medication & Chemicals
Foundation
Novelties

Package Bees & Queens

Buyers of old combs,
cappings, 

light and dark beeswax 
at competitive prices.

We can arrange your sugar
requirements - dry or liquid

sugar in small lots or
trailerload lots delivered

Write for your
FREE PRICE LIST

70 Alberta Ave 
Spruce Grove AB T7X 3B1
Mailing address: Box 3909

(780) 962-5573
Fax (780) 962-1653

E-mail: honey@beeMAID.com

Australian Honey Bee Industry, 
B-Qual programme 

Report of the COFFS Working Group International Mission
Heather Clay, National Coordinator CHC

Safety mission met with Food Safety
program specialists in the Australian
government and commodity organiza-
tions. The aim was to gather ideas and to
discuss food safety concepts that may be
applicable to the development and imple-
mentation of food safety programs in
Canada.

The common theme among the food
safety programs being promoted by the
Australian commodity organizations is
that they are based on good science, and
promote Australian products as being
“clean and green” (sometimes adding
“pristine”). The programmes are outcome
focused, with the government being less
regulatory in its approach and more
consumer-oriented than in Canada.

An interesting part of the Australian food
safety system is that it not only focuses on
the quality and safety of products being
exported, but also on those being impor-
ted. In essence, all products are banned
from Australia and are only allowed to be
imported after a risk assessment has been
conducted. Risk assessments can take up
to five years to complete and are conduc-
ted by Food Standards Australia New
Zealand (FSANZ). 

The establishment of B-Qual was in
response to FSANZ new standard, which
requires that all food businesses develop
a Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point
(HACCP) based food safety programme. 

A programme for honey producers has
been implemented in Australia by the
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.
AHBIC set up an independent company
called B-Qual Australia Pty Limited to

assist in the development of national food
safety standards and the production of
training manuals for beekeepers. The 
B-Qual board of directors consists of
members of industry and the Common-
wealth (federal) government.

Prior to the B-Qual programme, the
largest Australian packer, Capilano had
produced a beekeeper manual and a
Vendor Declaration Form (VDF) for
setting quality standards. It was not a
national programme and many
beekeepers felt it was pure HACCP and
too rigid for a low risk commodity. The
industry received government support to
assist in setting up a national HACCP
based programme.

B-Qual offers training for the trainers
and a third party audit for honey
producers. Each of the auditors is
accredited by the Quality Society of
Australasia and the QSA is responsible
for auditing the auditors.

Most beekeepers who supply honey to
larger packers have developed a food
safety Risk Management Plan and are
moving towards certification under the B-
Qual programme. Those beekeepers who
wish to sell directly to the public will still
need to prepare a full Food Safety Plan.
Packers and retailers are encouraging their
beekeeper suppliers to be certified with
the B-Qual programme. Wescobee, a co-
op packer, pays extra for honey from
beekeepers who are B-Qual certified.

In general, uptake has been slow because
Vendor Declaration Forms (VDFs) are
acceptable and the programme is not
mandatory. All packers require a legally
binding VDF, stating barrel number,

A delegation of representatives from various commodities,

including honey, eggs, sheep, goats, grains and oilseeds,

visited Australia in February 2004. The Canadian On Farm Food

continued pg 23



negative impact: the fall varroa populations were 29.2% higher
than the control (not significant). In 2001 all SBB were used
with their bottom closed by the sampling drawer (in place for
the whole summer): we observed a 37% reduction of the mites
populations compared to the control (not significant). This
study was conducted during the normal operations of a
commercial apiary. Although all the important parameters were
quantified, variable colony strength at the start and differences
in queen genetics resulted in significant variation in the
individual colony varroa populations. These variations led to
results that were not statistically significant. Let me paraphrase
from my final report:

The important difference in the aggregated results obtained in
2000 (open bottom) and 2001 (closed bottom) was 29.2% more
and 37% less varroa mites respectively. This suggests a
confirmation of the negative thermal influence on varroa
control hypothesized in the 2000 trials (lower colony
temperature was beneficial for mite populations). To our
knowledge, the open/closed SBB is the only operational factor
that was systematically different between the 2000 and 2001
trials. The results suggest a correlation between this factor and
the increased varroa population obtained with the use of the
varroa-control SBB during 2000. We assume that the brood
cluster temperature was lowered with the use of the open
varroa-control SBB. 

Many other studies have observed that lower temperature
conditions enhance the development of varroa populations
(Fries, 1993; Kraus and Velthuis, 2000; Webster et al., 2000;
and Tabor and Ambrose, 2001). Fries (1993) states that the 
“…mite population seems to grow faster in cooler climates
than in warmer areas … it has been suggested that climatic
factors are decisive in determining the mite population
growth although the mechanism remains unclear”. We can
hypothesize that a longer period of time as capped brood
resulting from a lower temperature favours an increase in
the reproductive rate of the varroa population. An increase
in time as capped brood enables the young female varroa
mites to reach maturity before the bee emerges from its cell.
Kraus and Velthuis (2000) found that artificially reducing
the brood temperature of colonies had the effect of doubling
the mite population in comparison with control groups.
Their laboratory tests allowed them to determine that 33°C
was the optimal temperature for varroa mite reproduction.
They suggest beekeepers adopt practices to assist colonies
maintaining brood temperature at 35°C. Temperature affects
the rhythm of natural varroa drop as demonstrated by

Jean-Pierre Chapleau
Les Reines Chapleau Inc., Quebec

IN
2000 and 2001 I conducted studies intended to

evaluate the impact of screened bottom

boards (SBB) on fall populations of Varroa destructor.

In 2000, the study involved 184 colonies and 234 colonies

in 2001, although these investigations were large, there were many
variables that were not taken into consideration in the experimental design
and as a result the results were not statistically significant. Despite this
difficulty, I feel the information is important and should be considered by
beekeepers during decision making for management planning. 

The SBB had a 0.32 mm (1/8”) mesh screen and had an open bottom that
could be closed by a sampling drawer (see picture) located 4 cm below the
mesh. In 2000 all SBB were operated with the bottom open (no sampling
drawer in place). Under these conditions the SBB appeared to have a

The February 2004 issue of Hive Lights contained an excellent
article entitled “IPM- The Big Picture: Varroa Mites and

AFB” by Heather Clay. In this article it was stated “Chapleau
(2002) found that varroa mites increased in winter if the

screened bottom boards were left on”. This does not fully
reflect what I considered the key points. I would like to offer

the following to expand upon my thoughts.

continued on pg 16

The type of screened bottom
board that was used for the
study.

Seasonal impact of 
screened bottom
boards on Varroa

destructor

populations



Common Name: Pussy Willow
Related common native species: long-beaked (S. bebbiana Sarg.), 

black (S. nigra Marsh.)
Related common exotic species: weeping (S. babylonica L), crack or brittle

(S. fragilis L), white or golden (S. alba L)
Scientific Name: Salix discolor Muhl.

Native Range

The willow family Salicaceae includes two genus, the willows (Salix) and
the poplars (Populus). There are 300 to 400 species of willow in the
world, mostly in the northern hemisphere in North America, Europe,
and Asia. About 80 are native to North America and of those about
54 species are native to Canada – 8 being considered trees and the
rest smaller shrubs. 

Willows have been introduced around the world due to their highly
adaptive nature - rapid growth and ease of propagation. In many
countries they are considered a pest and eradication programs have
been designed specifically for them.

Canadian Distribution

Most willows are widely distributed due to their ability to
accommodate a wide range of climatic conditions and soil types.

The two most common species found in Canada are the shrub, S.
discolor, the pussy willow found across the country and the tree, S.
nigra, the black willow, found mostly in eastern Canada.

Description

The Salix are deciduous shrubs or trees that prefer moist rich soils,
often found along waterways or near swamps. The smallest of the
willows is found in the far north and is about 2.5 cm tall, the largest
willows grow to over 35 m in height.

Douglas Clay,
Research Scientist,
Calgary

T he purpose of this report is to
update beekeepers and others
associated with Alberta's beekeeping

industry on the Alberta Beekeepers
Association (ABA) proposal to establish a
refundable commission. 

The Board of Directors for the ABA sees a
need for beekeepers to take more respons-
ibility, including financial contributions, to
ensure appropriate and timely research and
development (R&D), education, extension,
and promotion of the industry. At the
Industry Visioning Session held in Edmonton

on December 1, 2003, it was obvious that
there are some great opportunities for
growth and diversification, but that much
needs to be done to ensure that the oppor-
tunities can be captured and industry risks
are minimized. The ABA Board recognizes
that government and other industry partners
are willing to help fund future R&D, but
only if the beekeepers bring some money to
the table. 

At the 2003 Annual General Meeting of the
ABA, a few people expressed concerns about
the proposed commission. As a result, the
Board of Directors decided that a series of

Move towards a Honey Commission

Two beekeeping organizations, the
Alberta Beekeepers’ Association and
Saskatchewan Beekeepers’ Association,
are actively pursuing the concept of
establishing a provincial Honey Com-
mission. The proposed organization
would work with the provincial
Agriculture Department to collect a
levy based on hive count in conjunc-
tion with the hive registration process.
It is anticipated that this levy would
be mandatory for all larger beekeepers
but refundable if the beekeeper opts
out. If the system is implemented the
levy will provide a source of revenue
that will enable the industry to seek
matching government funding.
Alberta beekeepers will have an
opportunity to vote on this proposal at
the ABA meeting in November 2004.
Following is a status report of the
progress toward the Alberta Honey
Commission.

Refundable Commission for the Alberta
Beekeeping Industry 

Denis Martin and Len Fullen, Agricultural Products Marketing Council, 
AAFRD, Edmonton, AB

The terminology pussy willow is used to refer both to the shrub and to
the furry buds on its branches (known as “catkins”). They are
dioecious (separate male and female plants) and use insects for
pollination. Willows have simple, alternate, usually narrow leaves and
catkins (what most people call pussy willows are the flowers on the
male plants) in early winter followed in spring by seeds with long silky
hairs. On younger plants the bark is smooth but as they age it
becomes fissured and scaly.

Plants for bees - Pussy Willow
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Webster et al. (2000) who found that
this drop is correlated to the average
outdoor daytime temperature. Tabor
and Ambrose (2001) also found that
when infested adult bees were
exposed to variable temperatures in
laboratory conditions, the percentage
of varroa mites falling from the bees
increased with the elevation of the
ambient temperature. Here again we
can deduce that the brood chamber
temperature should not be lowered
during mite control treatment.

Although my study has scientific issues
related to the treatments (opened and
closed SBB) not being compared side
by side in the same year, nevertheless
evidence is strong enough that I
recommend the beekeeping commu-
nity be aware of the possible impacts
that may result in how SBB are used. 

If a new study were to be conducted,
I suggest that it should involve 1) a
large number of colonies, that 2) they
should be of equivalent strength, that
3) their queens should be sisters, and
4) the colonies for treatment be
randomly selected. I learned from my
investigation that these aspects have a
major impact on the development of
the varroa population. Many recent
studies conclude that the SBB is
efficient at reducing the varroa popu-
lation (Webster et al. 2002; Ellis et al.,
2001; and Pettis and Shimanuki,
1999). The large differences on the
efficacy of the SBB found in these
studies (ranging from 14% to 70%)
can be explained by the important
influence of the above parameters
and by the small size of the samples.
The level of efficacy also depends
upon the duration of the study. A
higher efficiency of mite control
results when the test period includes
one or more chemical treatments
(Webster et al., 2001).

My cautionary note is relevant only for
the period of the year when brood is
present in the hive. I over-winter many
hives outdoors on open bottom SBB with
no detrimental effects. An additional
benefit I find is that my hives are drier
with no mold on any dead bees.

My experience is that the SBB is a highly
valuable tool in an IPM strategy. Besides
helping to control the varroa it provides
an easy and accurate method of sampling
the varroa population. I have also found

SBB Continued from page 14

that it can provide opportunities for the
administration of organic acids to
infected colonies. 

The full report of my study
‘Experimentation of an Anti-Varroa
Screened Bottom Board in the Context
of Developing an Integrated Pest
Management strategy for Varroa
Infested Honeybees in the Province of
Quebec’ (2000) on SBB can be found
on the website: reineschapleau.wd1.net
follow the links to the section on
Research., you will also find other
French/bilingual information on IPM.
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S. discolor is a shrub that can reach 5 m
in height with reddish-brown to dark
brown twigs, spreading branches, and
leaves that are bright to dark green on the
top and pale to grey beneath. The leaves
are 3 to 10 cm long and 1 to 3 cm wide
with fine double teeth (serrations). The
catkins are 1 to 2 cm long and emerge and
mature before the leaves break bud. The
fruit found on the female trees are small
brown capsules (5 to 10 mm) in clusters
(on the old catkin) about 5 cm long.

Ecology

The flowering of willow occurs in late
winter or early spring, providing one of the
first sources of pollen and nectar. In
northern climates willows are often
considered key to insect diversity and
overall health of the insect community.

Most willows require high moisture, full or
partial sun and are able to utilize poor
soils. They can adapt to a wide range of
soil pH (5.5 to 8.0) and survive
seasonally or permanently wet sites
(although not permanently flooded sites).
They tend to grow fast and develop
fibrous root systems that are often used
to stabilize riverbanks, reduce erosion,
and provide wind breaks.

Heavy browsing by wildlife encourages
plants to produce toxins (to discourage
further browsing) and to try to increase
seed production (more catkins in following
years). This effect can be simulated by
the apiarist by pruning mature plants to
about 50 to 60 cm high every couple of
years to force them to bear larger
catkins on longer, more slender stems –
providing more pollen and nectar for
spring feeding.

Canadian Habitat:
Willows are native to wetlands of Canada
and the eastern US, especially along
waterways. They are found in every
province and territory and in all regions
except the driest zones.

Methods of Reproduction and Spread:
Willows produce seeds in early spring,
however the seed has only a short period
of viability, typically about two weeks.
They root easily and in many regions the
main means by which willows spread is
vegetatively. Small cuttings or broken
branches will root in a damp environment. 

The rooting characteristic can be used by
the apiarist as a quick method to develop
a windbreak for the apiary and provide an
early source of forage for the bees. Stems
of almost any size can simply be stuck
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regional meetings were needed to ensure that all beekeepers, not
just ABA members, were aware of the commission concept and
what it would mean for them as individuals, and for the
industry as a whole. A letter was sent to all beekeepers in
Alberta inviting them to attend one of seven regional meetings.
In mid-January, we traveled across the province with three
members of the ABA Board to talk to beekeepers about the
proposal. 

The turnout at the seven meetings varied from good to strong,
with a high percentage of hives represented at each location.
While there appears to be good support for a commission, the
concern that we heard at each meeting centered on what was
proposed initially with respect to a service charge. The initial
proposal was that all beekeepers should pay a flat fee of $125, to
cover the types of expenditures currently incurred by the ABA,
and anyone with 20 hives or more would pay an additional $0.40
per hive, as a contribution to further research and industry
development (including education, extension, and promotion). 

Several people spoke against that proposal, stating that it could
result in people with only two or three hives "forgetting" to
register under the Bee Act, or operating "underground." That is
the last thing that the ABA wants to see. The objective is to be
as inclusive and fair as possible — not divisive or exclusive. At a
couple of the regional meetings, a few people also expressed
their concern about all beekeepers having a vote when most of
the revenue generated would be coming from the larger
commercial operations. 

The commission committee has now gone “back to the drawing
board” to see how we can structure a service fee that will be
fairer to all beekeepers in the province. What we hope will be
acceptable to all beekeepers is the following: 

� All beekeepers with 100 hives or more would be required
to pay an annual fee of $50.00 plus $0.80 per hive. As such,
they would become voting members under the
commission's regulatory framework; 

� Beekeepers with less than 100 hives would be exempt from
paying a service charge, however, any beekeeper with less
than 100 hives could voluntarily pay $130.00 per year (the
same as it would cost someone with 100 hives) to become
an eligible (voting) member of the commission; 

� The commission would provide all beekeepers who are
registered under the Bee Act with a subscription to Alberta
Bee News, notices of upcoming events, and updates on the
latest findings on disease control products, etc. The
objective would be to provide as much information as
possible to all Alberta beekeepers to try to ensure that
nothing enters the marketplace that could be a risk to
public health, or jeopardize the province's reputation for
high quality honey and honey products; 

� Encourage hobbyists to have a say in what the commission
is doing on behalf of the industry by designating one seat
on the board of directors for a representative. 

The reason for an annual service charge that includes a flat fee
of $50.00, plus a per hive amount, is that it provides a better

Continued from page 15
into moist soil in the spring, they will set roots within a few weeks.
The cutting must be planted bud tip up with one or two buds above
the surface. Cuttings should be from new growth, at least as thick
as a pencil and 25 to 35 cm in length for direct planting.

Willows hybridize easily when the flowering periods of different
species overlap. The promiscuous nature of Salix leads to difficulty
with the taxonomy of the group due to the high percentage of
hybrid plants.

Honey/Pollen Potential:
The Salix genus is considered very productive for both nectar and
pollen. Their honey yield is rated at between 100 and 200 kg/ha.
More important than the quantity of food available is the early
nature and high quality of the source; February on Vancouver Island,
March in the Niagara region and April and May throughout most of
the rest of Canada. 

Individual colonies have been reported yielding from 6 to 45
kg/colony depending on the season, species, and density of bees
and Salix.

The protein composition of the pollen is ranked in the excellent
category along with clover and cherry.

The honey from S. discolor is reported to be light in color and
pleasantly aromatic while that from S. nigra is darker.

Other Products:
Hippocrates first described Greeks chewing willow bark to relieve
pain and fever in about 400 BC. The first nations people taught the
early settlers to Canada to use willow bark for the same purpose. In
1829 the effective ingredient, salicin, was identified and by 1900
the Bayer Company had trademarked a stable form as aspirin
(acetyl salicylic acid).

Willow (any Salix species) produces a hormone which aids in rapid
rooting of willow stems. The hormone can be extracted by cutting
small pencil thin portions (2.5 to 7.5 cm long) of willow twigs and
placing them in hot water overnight to make ‘willow water’. This
‘potion’ can be used to stimulate rooting in other woody plants
that do not easily root as cuttings.

Recent investigations have found that a dilute aspirin solution (3
aspirin in 16 l of water) appears to make many plants grow better
and be better able to resist infection.

Reference:
Farrell, B. 2003. Strategic Planning for Willow Management in
Tasmania. Dept. of Primary Industries, Water, and Environment.
Hobart, Australia. 

Lovell, J.H. 1926. Honey plants of North America. A.I. Root
Company. Medina, USA. 408pp.

O'Donnell, N. 2004. Flowering pussy willows are a sure sign of
spring. Times Union, Home and Garden Section (March 20,
2004), Albany (N.Y.), USA. 

Pellett, F.C. 1947. American honey plants. Orange Judd
Publishing Company, Inc. New York, USA. 467pp.

Ramsay, J. 1987. Plants for Beekeeping in Canada and the
northern USA. IBRA, Cardiff, UK. 198pp.

Sternberg, I. 2004. Willow magic. http:// www.bluestem.ca/
willow-article1.htm.
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Alberta
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Manitoba
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Canadian Honey Council

Canadian Bee Industry
Safety Quality Traceability

Production Flowchart

- Production Step

The Canadian Bee Industry
Safety Quality and
Traceability programme 
(C-BISQT) has reached the
end of the first year of
development. Last year a
committee was established by
the CHC to develop a
Canadian On Farm Food
Safety programme. The
committee consists of a dozen
commercial beekeepers,

The first draft of a food safety
manual for beekeeper has been
produced and is currently
under review by the
committee. It consists of a
generic flowchart of a
beekeeping operation. The
flowchart identifies the steps
involved in moving honey
from the beeyard to the barrel
and details conceivable risks
to the quality and safety of the

honey at each step. Risks can
be either physical, chemical or
biological in nature and the
documentation articulates
both the risks and the
management practices to
control those risks. Critical
Control Points are identified
and the information required
for maintenance of records is
indicated.

A second stage is under
development. It will see some
field trials of the programme
to test how well the
programme fits with real
beekeeper operations. This
phase of the programme will
see the development of a
record keeping system that
will document a beekeeper’s
operation with the aim of
being able to document the
source, all inputs and the
destination of a particular lot
of honey. The record keeping
system is envisioned to be
available in both a paper and
an electronic form. 

Commerical beekeeping
software on the market has
been reviewed, but no good fit
has been found between the
demands of a quality and
safety control programme and
any particular programme.
Prototypes of software that
could be used to document a
beekeeper’s operation to the
satisfaction of a quality
control programme have been
developed by committee
members and will be tested in
the second phase of the
programme to determine
whether it is flexible enough
to accommodate different
beekeeper operations and
whether there is sufficient
demand among beekeepers to
warrant the development of
this software. Individuals
interested in testing the
software are invited to contact
Rudy Gelderblom at
rudyg@telusplanet.net.

industry specialists and
technical advisors drawn
from across the country.
Members of the committee
produced components of a
manual and met to work
out a consensus of what
the system should look
like in Canada and what
would be realistic aims for
the programme.

C-BISQT completes first lap
Rudy Gelderblom

IT consultant,
Calgary, AB







22 May 2004 HiveLights

T he existing ban on the importation of honeybees and
queens from the United States mainland has been one of

the most divisive issues our industry has faced. It has
polarized beekeepers since its inception and has dominated
most of the discussion at the annual meeting of CHC. There
are beekeepers who see the closed border as having a
tremendous negative impact on our profitability, while at the
same time, there are almost equal numbers who would argue
exactly the opposite.

As the availability of replacement bees and queens from
alternate sources has dwindled, and more and more beekeepers
across our country encountered problems with resistant varroa
mites, resistant American Foulbrood, and high winter
mortality, the pressure has mounted to find additional sources
of queen bees. In August 2003 the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency gave notice of their intention to amend the
importation regulation. The CHC convened a meeting of
industry leaders in October 2003 and all present unanimously
agreed on recommendations for a set of protocols for
importation of queens. The majority of provinces now
support the importation of continental US queens, subject to
protocols. Whether those protocols can be implemented is

another question, but nevertheless, the risks still remain
relatively low when queen importation is compared to package
importation. 

The announcement of an amendment to the importation
regulation in Gazette I allows for a 30 days comment period,
after which the amendment will be re-examined in view of the
comments. 

The subsequent gazetting of the final amendment in Gazette II
will move the change to such a late time in the year, that few
queens would be available and our beekeeping season may be
over. No doubt there will be considerable comment, both pro
and con, but I strongly suspect that unless the comments are
very heavily weighted in favour of retaining the ban, and
unless those comments are based on science, the amendment
will be put in place.

I also expect that traceability will be incorporated so that the
provinces will have a measure of control over what is
happening within their borders. I hope that beekeepers will
put this issue behind them, and that they will get involved in
some of the other serious issues faced by our industry. 

Proposed Amendment to Ban on Importation of
Continental US Queens - A Comment

Wink Howland, President, CHC

EACH YEAR THE CANADIAN HONEY

Council awards its highest honour to
the candidate who has made a
significant, positive contribution
of innovative, creative and
effective effort to our industry.
This year the Fred Rathje award
was presented to Mark Winston,
Professor, Simon Fraser
University, BC. For many years
he has encouraged and super-
vised apiculture research and
contributed an immense amount of
knowledge to our industry. He is a gifted
communicator and was the driving force
behind the successful Apimondia 99
congress that was held in Vancouver.
Among his many achievements Mark was
instrumental in establishing the Canadian
Bee Research Fund which provides a
lasting legacy for Canadian beekeepers.
The Canadian Honey Council is pleased
to congratulate Mark on this award.

Response from Mark Winston

I am truly, and deeply, touched
by this award from the
Canadian beekeeping
community, a group from
which I have drawn innum-
erable friends and colleagues.
The opportunity to work with
all of you has meant the world
to me, and the things we have

been able to do together will
always remain a lasting part of my life.

Although I could not be there to formally
accept the award, it proved to be an
unusually comforting gesture at a time of
personal loss, reminding me of the value
of friends and the passion about bees and
science that we hold together. Indeed, I
view this award as honouring my
students, colleagues and the myriad
beekeepers who have worked with us as

much as myself, and wished I could have
been present to extend my gratitude to so
many individuals who have meant so
much to me over the years.

Fred Rathje award

Mark Winston
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distribution of the cost of supporting the commission's work
between those with 100 or more hives and those with several
thousand hives, than if the fee was simply on a per hive basis.
Because it is a refundable commission that is being proposed
under the Marketing of Agricultural Products Act, any bee-
keeper with 100 or more hives will have the option of asking for
a full or partial refund each year. This will give producers an
opportunity to express their concern or displeasure with the
way in which the commission is functioning and help ensure
that the board of directors is meeting its goals and objectives, as
determined by the membership. 

We hope that the new proposed fee structure is a reasonable
response to the feedback provided by beekeepers. Since the
meetings, the committee has come to grips with how many
producers should be required for a quorum at an annual or
special meeting of the commission, and how many producers
would need to provide a written request before a special
meeting would be held. The committee believes that 30 eligible
producers should be the number for each of these situations.

If you have concerns or comments please contact Len Fullen,
Manager of Projects and Policy, Agricultural Products
Marketing Council, Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development. Phone 780 427-2164 (dial 310-0000 for toll-free
access in Alberta); or via email: len.fullen@gov.ab.ca or any of
the committee members Jerry Poelman, 403-330-9914, Kevin
Nixon 403-227-0092, Grant Hicks 780-324-3688

And eliminate the rest!
DAKOTA GUNNESS UNCAPPER

100 & 200 MODELS
~~~~

We’re selling 42% and 55%
H.F. CORN SYRUP

From Minnesota Corn Processors
Call for Price Quotes

Call Toll Free: 888.553.8393
FAX: 701.553.8394

E-mail: dakgunn@rrt.net

DAKOTA GUNNESS, INC.
P.O. Box 106 Abercrombie, ND 58001

batch number, drug treatment
information and withdrawal periods as well as other pertinent
information. To supplement the VDF’s, producers must have,
on-farm records to support the claims made on the forms. This
provides a satisfactory traceback in case of recall. 

The B-Qual programme is not mandatory yet because the
federal agreement is enforced at the State level and so far, only
one state, Victoria, has put the legislation in place. Many
Victorian beekeepers are accredited but other states have yet to
put in legislation so the uptake has been slower. It is expected
there will be a rush to become accredited when legislation is put
in place. After the standards have been adopted by FSANZ it is
expected that the B-Qual programme will become mandatory
but that appears to be some time in the future. 

The pressure for certification under B-Qual is coming from the
honey packers. To their credit, they are assisting by sending
staff to become trained facilitators, trainers and auditors. This
has contributed to the successful rollout of the programme.
There are some private auditors who have taken the training
course. They are all beekeepers because the minimum
requirement is 4 years beekeeping experience. Very few private
auditors have been called to do audits as the programme is new
and the packers are still willing to send an auditor at no cost.
This situation may change with time. 

The first audit is on-farm. If all is in order the next review can
be a desk audit which consists of a review of the beekeeper's
documentation and records. This is conducted at an off-farm
meeting and gives one year of certification under the B-Qual
programme. If the desk audit shows discrepancies, an on site
farm visit is initiated. Audits are conducted annually.

In some states beekeepers who qualify as primary producers
have been able to access funding through AAA FarmBis
(Agriculture - Advancing Australia) to assist with the cost of the
training and first audit. Not all states offer the assistance and it
is not available to hobby or part timers who have to pay the full
price of the cost of training. The beekeeper who takes an AAA
FarmBis subsidized course pays on average $80 for the training
course. Others pay, on average $300, depending on the fee set
by the course organizers. For this fee they also receive the B-
Qual Honey Standards Manual. Follow up audits are at the
expense of the producer. 

The standards set by B-Qual are not only for honey but also for
queen bees, pollination, pollen, propolis, biosecurity and
organic honey. The B-Qual system is expected to provide a self-
policing means of ensuring the highest standards are kept for
industry Best Management Practices and will meet the domestic
and export market demands.

Varrox ®Vaporizer
Oxalic acid (vaporization method ) for
treating beehives against varroa mites is
inexpensive, effective in broodless colonies
and well tolerated by honeybees. 
The Varrox ®Vaporizer is easy to use, just
insert it through the entrance with a 12 V
battery hookup. The cost is $145 plus 7%
GST and shipping.
For more information or to purchase the
oxalic acid Varrox ®Vaporizer contact
Daniel or Beatrice Ficza, 902-675-3690 or
honeydew@pei.sympatico.ca

BQUAL continued from pg 13Commision continued from pg 17



samples from the queen pro-
duction and mating apiaries.
Bee colonies will be examined
as follows:

A. Visual examination of
brood for symptoms of AFB
or EFB is required. Bee
colonies used in queen pro-
duction and mating apiaries
should be free from visible
clinical evidence of AFB or
EFB. If AFB or EFB is found,
queens would not be allowed
for shipment from this apiary.
At least three brood frames
per hive should be inspected. 

B. Colonies should be
assessed by alcohol washing
of bee samples (200-300
bees/colony). The sample of
bees should be placed in a
basket, immersed in a solution
of alcohol and the basket
should be shaken for a period
of at least two minutes. If
varroa is not detected or is
under 1% queen shipments
will be allowed. 

C. If varroa is found at levels
above 1%, bee colonies in the
queen rearing apiaries should
be treated with a product that
is registered in Canada.
Treated colonies must be
retested prior to collecting the
queens and attendants to
confirm that the level of
varroa is below 1%. 

D. Visual examination for
small hive beetle is required.
Colonies lids, bottom boards
and frames should be inspec-
ted for the small hive beetle.
Colonies from which queens
are collected should show no
clinical evidence of the small
hive beetle.

2.0 The queens originate from
an apiary free of genes of the

sub-Saharan type of the
Africanized honey bee, Apis
mellifera scutellata.

2.1 Africanized honey bees
have not, in the past one year,
been detected within 100 miles
of the apiaries of queens’
origin.

Based on current maps and
surveillance programs for
Africanized bees, a certificate
from an authority of the State
Department of Agriculture
must be included in the export
documentation.

2.2 Mitochondrial Polymerase
Chain Reaction-DNA (PCR-
DNA) testing results do not
show signs of A. m. scutellata

24 May 2004 HiveLights

The Canadian Honey
Council (CHC) ad hoc

Committee on the Importa-
tion of Honeybee Queens met
in Kelowna, BC, on October
21-22, 2003 to develop
industry recommendations to
the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA) regarding
proposed permit conditions
for importing honeybee queens
from the continental USA and
other importing countries.
The committee recommended
the following protocols.

The honey bee, Apis mellifera,
queens imported under CFIA
permit will be eligible for entry
into Canada provided that
queens are accompanied by a
health certificate issued by an
official from the Department
of Agriculture from the export-
ing state of the USA within
45 days prior to the importa-
tion conforming to sections
1.0 through 2.2 below.

1.0 The queens originate from
an apiary that does not have
any visible clinical evidence of
American Foulbrood (AFB),
European Foulbrood (EFB),
Varroa mites or small hive
beetles.

Five percent of the colonies
or a minimum of 25 bee
colonies (which ever is greater)
should be randomly selected
and examined from each of
the queen production and
mating apiaries from which
queens will be exported.
Inspection for AFB, EFB,
Varroa mites and small hive
beetles should occur within
45 days prior to exporting
queens. Queens would be
allowed for shipments if no
clinical evidence of AFB,
EFB, varroa, and small hive
beetles was found in the

in the progeny of the breeder
queens. 

Mitochondrial (PCR-DNA)
testing is done on random
samples of workers represen-
ting the progeny of the selec-
ted breeder queens used by
the queen producers. The
PCR-DNA testing should be
conducted within 180 days
prior to exporting queens in
the spring. Workers collected,
one each from each of the
breeder queens, may be pooled
and run as a single sample if
appropriate for the technique.
If the test indicates the
presence of A. m. scutellata,
whether from a single bee or
from all pooled workers, that
queen producer would not be
given certification to export
queens. The PCR-DNA
testing should be carried out
by an accredited or State
Laboratory.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
PROPOSED IMPORT CONDITIONS

Darlene McCue, GressIsle Consulting, Victoria BC
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Le Comité ad-hoc du Conseil Canadien
du miel (CCM) sur l'importation des
reines d'abeille s'est réuni dans
Kelowna, octobre 21/22.2003 pour
développer des recommandations
d'industrie à l'agence canadienne
d'inspection d’alimentaire (l’ACIA)
concernant des conditions
d’importation proposées pour importer
des reines d'abeille des Etats-Unis
continentaux et d'autres pays
d'importation. Le comité a proposé les
conditions d’importation suivante

Les reines (espèce Apis mellifera)
importées en vertu d’un permis de
l’ACIA ne pourront entrer au Canada
que si elles sont accompagnées d'un
certificat sanitaire délivré au plus 45
jours avant la date d’importation par un
fonctionnaire du ministère de
l'Agriculture de l'État américain
exportateur, et ce, conformément aux
exigences exposées dans les sections 1.0
à 2.2 ci-après.

1.0 Les reines doivent provenir d'un
rucher qui n’affiche pas de signes
cliniques manifestes de la présence de
loque américaine (AFB), de loque
européenne (EFB), du varroa ou
d’Aethina tumida.

Cinq pour cent des colonies ou un
minimum de 25 colonies d’abeilles (le
nombre le plus élevé étant retenu)
doivent être choisies au hasard et
examinées pour chaque production de
reine et chaque rucher de reproduction
d’où les reines seront exportées. Au
plus 45 jours avant l’exportation des
reines, il faut effectuer une inspection
pour détecter la présence de la loque
américaine, de la loque européenne, du
varroa et d’Aethina tumida. Les reines
pourront être expédiées si aucun signe
clinique de la présence de ces ravageurs
n’est relevé dans les échantillons de la
production de la reine et des ruchers de
reproduction. Les colonies d’abeilles
doivent être examinées comme suit :

a) Un examen visuel du couvain doit
être effectué pour relever tout signe de

la présence de la loque américaine ou de
la loque européenne. Les colonies
d’abeilles utilisées pour la production
de reines et dans les ruchers de
reproduction doivent être exemptes de
tout signe clinique visible de la présence
de ces ravageurs. Si on constate la
présence de ceux-ci, les reines
provenant de ce rucher ne pourront
être expédiées. Au moins trois cadres
de couvain par ruche doivent être
inspectés.

b) Les colonies doivent être évaluées
par un lavage des échantillons d’abeilles
à l’alcool (de 200 à 300 abeilles par
colonie). Les échantillons d’abeilles
doivent être déposés dans un panier et
immergés dans une solution d’alcool. Il
faut ensuite secouer le panier pendant
au moins deux minutes. Si la présence
du varroa n'est pas détectée ou si elle
inférieure à 1 %, le chargement de
reines pourra être expédié.

c) Si la présence du varroa est
supérieure à 1 %, les colonies d'abeille
du rucher d’élevage de la reine doivent
être traitées avec un produit homologué
au Canada. Les colonies traitées
doivent ensuite être vérifiées de
nouveau, et il faut que l’on confirme
que la présence de ce ravageur est
inférieure à 1 % avant de procéder à la
cueillette des reines et abeilles
accompagnatrices.

d) Un examen visuel doit être effectué
pour détecter la présence d’Aethina
tumida. Les couvercles, les panneaux
inférieurs et les cadres des ruches
doivent aussi être inspectés. Les
colonies d’origine des reines ne doivent
afficher aucun signe clinique de la
présence clinique d’Aethina tumida.

2.0 Les reines doivent provenir d'un
rucher ne présentant aucun gène
d’abeilles africanisées du type
subsaharien ( Apis mellifera scutellata).

2.1 Aucune abeille africanisée ne doit,
au cours de la dernière année, avoir été
détecté à moins de 100 milles des
ruchers d'origine des reines.

Un certificat émis par une autorité du
ministère de l'Agriculture de l’État et
délivré d’après les cartes actuelles et les
programmes de surveillance des abeilles
africanisées doit être fourni avec les
documents d’exportation.

2.2 Les résultats de tests de réaction en
chaîne de la polymérase
mitochondrique (PCR-ADN) ne
doivent pas révéler de signes de la
présence de A. m. scutellata dans la
progéniture des reines reproductrices.

Des tests PCR-ADN mitochondrique
doivent être effectués sur des
échantillons aléatoires d’ouvrières
issues des reines reproductrices choisies
par les producteurs de reines. Le test
PCR-ADN doit être effectué dans les
180 jours précédant l’exportation des
reines au printemps. Les ouvrières
échantillonnées (une de chacune des
reines reproductrices) peuvent être
regroupées et considérées comme un
échantillon unique si la technique le
permet. Si le test révèle la présence de
A. m. scutellata, que ce soit sur une
seule abeille ou sur l’ensemble des
ouvrières regroupées, le producteur de
reines ne pourra obtenir de certificat
d'exportation. Le test PCR-ADN doit
être effectué par un laboratoire
accrédité ou par un laboratoire de
l’État. 

CONDITIONS D’IMPORTATION PROPOSÉES

Darlene McCue, GressIsle Consulting, Victoria C-B

MiteGone™

FORMIC ACID DISPENSER

Available in Canada
and World Wide!

Treatment method & video:
www.mitegone.com

e-mail: info@mitegone.com
tel / fax: 1-250-762-8156
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Mite-Away

Use Mite-Away Single Application Formic Acid Pads in the fall
for control of tracheal mites. See our web site at

www.miteaway.com. 
You can purchase Mite-Away at the following distributors: 

Ontario: F.W. Jones & Sons Ltd, Toronto, 800-665-6637 
Cook's Bee Supplies, Aurora, 888-645-9722 
Better Bee Supplies, Cambridge, 519-621-7430 
Benson Bee Supplies Ltd, Metcalfe, 800-214-7366 
Peter Mewett, Stirling, 613-395-3225 
Grey-Bruce Bee Supplies, Markdale, 519-986-4980
Clovermead Apiaries, Aylmer, ON 519-773-5503 

Quebec: F.W. Jones & Sons Ltd., Bedford, 800-665-6637 
Maritimes: Country Fields Beekeeping Supplies, 

Upper Coverdale, N.B., 506-387-6804 
Western Canada: Hat Honey Farms, 

Medicine Hat, Alta, 403-527-3997
Vancouver Island Apiary Supply, 
Langley, B.C., 604-888-3823 

Foundation

For all your foundation needs, any size, wired or without,
organic or conventional, 

place orders by phone 780-835-2115 or 
fax 780-835-2873 or email tegart@telusplanet.net.

For Sale
RV Comb Honey Trays - leak proof, clear plastic snap-on lid,

cream colour plastic base. Stop the leaks and finger punctures of
aluminum trays. Available in 100 or 720 per carton. 

River Valley Apiaries, P.O. Box 142, Stirling, 
Ontario, K0K 3E0. VISA accepted. 

Phone: 613-395-5398.

For Sale
Set of 5 Honey posters, 24x18 inches. Specify French or

English. $10.00 including postage. 

Dark green T-shirt with yellow CHC logo, sizes L and XL.
$15.00 including postage. Contact Canadian Honey Council

403.208.7141 or email chc-ccm@honeycouncil.ca

Wanted to Buy

Borage honey in drums and also beeswax. 
Contact Henry Nauta, 

phone 905-640-1564, fax 905-640-7479.

For Sale

(Beeswax candle manufacturing company for sale. $100k
expected gross sales for 2004. All or part. Price and terms

negotiable. 306-297-2065

Classifieds

Honey Wanted

Call for Current Market Conditions

Toll Free
1-800-789-4391

Trusted By Beekeepers for Over 50 Years!

ELI GROSSMAN - EXT 230
OR

JACK GROSSMAN – EXT 229

e-mail: egrossman@billybee.com

Billy Bee Honey Products Ltd. 68 Tycos Drive, 
Toronto, ON M6B 1V9

TEL: 800-789-4391 www.billybee.com FAX: 416-789-9112

www.fraserauction.com





28 May 2004 HiveLights

F.W. JONES & SON LTD.
SINCE 1878

44 DUTCH STREET, BEDFORD,
QUEBEC J0J 1A0 

(450) 248 3323 PHONE
(450) 248 2592 FAX

E-MAIL: info@fwjones.com

We stock a complete line of beekeeping
Equipment for all your needs. 

Woodenware, Queen excluders, 
containers in glass and plastic.

Queen rearing equipment, 
Queens, Comb Honey

Containers, Foundation, smokers, 
Extracting Equipment

Beekeeping Tools and much more.

Please call or write to receive your
Free catalogue.

Branch Office: F.W. Jones & Son Ltd.
105 St. Regis Crescent, Toronto, Ont. M3J 1Y6

416 783 2818

Your Leading Supplier of:

*Natural Menthol Crystal
Please indicate your interest in Thymol Crystals,

Call for Availability

*Bee Feed Pollen

*Fresh, Frozen Royal Jelly

Call for Competitive Pricing and for a Free Copy of
our Full Color 2004 Mail Order Catalog.

PO Box 2744 _ Eugene, OR 97402 USA
Toll Free (800) 456-7923 _ Fax (541) 762-7173

www.GloryBeeFoods.com
Sales@GloryBeeFoods.com

Eastern
Jim Peirce, Kawartha Bee Supplies

R.R.2, Lindsay, ON
Ph 705-324-8633, Fax 324-5203

Guy Anderson, Kincardine ON 519-396-3529
Central

MacGregor Wax Works, MacGregor MB 204-685-3080
Manitoba Honey Co-op, 625 Roseberry St. 
Winnipeg MB, 204-783-2240

West
Alberta Honey Co-op, 70 alberta Ave. 

Spruce Grove AB, 780-962-5573
Stawn’s Honey, Vernon BC 250-542-9977 
J.J. Bee Supplies 5693-176 St., 

Surrey BC Ph 604-574-3400 Fax 604-574-9728
Flying Dutchman 6124 Metral Drive, 

Nanaimo BC ph/fax 250-390-2313



BEE WORLD INDUSTRIES
PLANET BEE HEALTH ALTERNATIVES
Queens: May - Oct
Nucs: Apr - July
Honey: Specialty buy/sell
Beeswax:  Bulk Candles & Supplies
Pollen, Propolis, Royal Jelly:

Re-sellers Wanted, Wholesale and Distributor Pricing 
Available. Wanted to buy Quality Bee 
propolis. Top Prices Or Trade 
For Product.

Ed Nowek
5011 Bella Vista Rd.

Vernon B.C.
Ph: 250-542-8088 or

1 877 233-9675

Shop on line at:
www.planetbee.com

email: beeworld@junction.net

VESPER TRANSPORT
Fully reconditioned and #1 Quality Export Drums - Offering custom

trucking across western Canada and western states.
Office/Cory 250-499-5773 - Lee 250-499-5753 - 

Fax 250-499-5752 

High Fructose Corn Syrup
Food Grade Sweetener
Dealer for ADM Corn Processors

Serving Manitoba & Saskatchewan

Delivered to Door on Time
At Temperature 80-90 degrees F.

PO Box 190 Fisher Branch MB R0C 0Z0
Telephone 1-800-990-1390 
E-mail-paul@interlakeforageseeds.com




