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SOUR GAS AND BEES

The media has recently been
interested in a story about the
relationship between sour gas
(hydrogen sulphide or rotten
egg gas) and honeybees. The

concern arose after research
showed a link between sour
gas and loss of memory in
snails. Dr Ken Lukowiak,
Calgary Brain Institute, faculty of
Medicine, raised a cautionary flag

in a recent article in the Journal of
Experimental Biology. His study was
initiated in response to the concerns
of a nurse who observed that children
down wind of sour gas wells, were
having difficulties learning at school.
His work showed that snails exposed
to sour gas lost their ability to learn
new information and that even low
levels, considered by government

to be safe for humans, caused
impairment of long term memory.
There is no reason to believe that bees
are not affected in the same way.

Over the past few years Alberta
beekeepers have reported declines

in production and higher winter
losses. It is not clear what is the cause
because there are many different
reasons. Apart from weather problerns
there has been a Change in the pattern
of pesticide use and a ramping up of
exploration for oil and gas. Some of
the beekeepers in oil and gas areas
believe that their recent losses could
be related to an increase in sour gas
emissions.

The oil and gas industry has become
more environmentally responsible in
recent years and not as much sour gas
is flared as there used to be. But there

are times when beekeepers
know that there is a
problem, especially when
bee losses are concerned.

The Canadian Honey

Council has no way of

doing research and can only
disseminate information.
There could be a problem
in sour gas areas and bee-
keepers should monitor the situation.

Where possible, hives should be relo-

cated to areas away from gas emis-

sions. The same advice would apply
to hydrogen sulphide emissions from
sewage treatment plants, coke ovens,

paper mills, and manure gas pI’OdHCGd

from decomposing animal waste.

C-BISQT - 1009% CANADIAN

There is a need for producers of
Canadian honey to be able to identify
their product as 100% Canadian. The
CHC committee for On Farm Food
Safety has established the Canadian
Bee Industry Safety Quality and
Traceability (CBISQT) program. As
part of the traceablility and quality

é aspect of the program the CBISQT

commitee is working on developing a
marketing technique for identifying
100% Canadian honey. One of the
possibilities is providing a geographic
fingerprint of honey through isotopic
analysis. The CBISQT committee
has contacted Agroisolab, Germany,
to investigate the possibility of using
this technique in the Canadian honey
industry. According to the lab they
can identify the region of origin of the
honey. This may provide consumers

with assurance that the honey is 100%

Canadian.

SURVEY

The CBISQT steering committee is
looking for input on the future needs
of beekeepers for record keeping.
They developed a questionnaire that is

designed to help gain an
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CHC Activities

Heather Clay, National Coordinator CHC

- understanding of the type of records
. that beekeepers keep and what may

be required in the future. Each of the

provincial associations mailed out the
| questionnaire to their members. If you
. did not receive a copy it is available

on the website at www.honeycouncil.

i ca under the news section. We are
. interested in all opinions, whether

hobby or commercial, or industry.
Please send the completed form to the
Canadian Honey Council.

2005 ANNUAL MEETING

The 64 annual general meeting will
be held in Saskatoon at the Sheraton
Cavalier Hotel, February 2-5, 2005.
The province of Saskatchewan is
celebrating 100 years so this will be a
special occasion. After the Thursday
business meeting there are two days of

research symposiurn with updates on
. the latest research and presentations

on issues that affect beekeepers. The
itinerary and registration form can

. be found on the CHC website www.
i honeycouncil.ca. We look forward to

seeing you in Saskatoon.

MEMBERSHIP FEE INCREASE

The costs of running a national associ-

ation have increased annually without
i any increase in the cost of member-

ship. As a result, the directors decided

to increase membership fees for 2005.

There has also been a change to the
categories of membership to better

reflect the makeup of our industry.

The new fee structure is as follows:

HOBBYIST (1 TO 49 COLONIES) cveeeevererrnunee
SMALL COMMERCIAL (50 TO 299)....
LARGE COMMERCIAL (300 +)..ccconrevrrceranneeee
INDUSTRY
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istered for use in Canada.
Beekeepers are using many
different products such

as Oxalic Acid, Formic
Acid, Thymol, mineral oil,
Apistan and Checkmite.
Recognizing that some or
all of these products are
being used in one form or
another, CRAAQ wanted
to inform beekeepers of the
possible uses, how to apply
and especially the danger
associated. The whole day,
basically, was devoted to
integrated pest management
which is becoming the
latest buzz in beekeeping.

This year’s honey crop

is not a pretty sight. At
the start of June and July
the honey flow went very
well but in August there
was basically nothing.
We normally expect a
reasonable Golden Rod
flow but not this year.
Early reports suggest
approx. 70 90 lbs / hive,
depending on the region.

ONTARIO

Ontario has experienced
a wetter and cooler than
normal summer. The
honey crop for most of the

¢ seeded crops may
. not ripen in time
! to prevent major
frost damage

¢ before harvest.

Beekeepers were
i similarly affected
- by the cold and
. very wet weather.
¢ Wintered honey

i bee colonies,

. applied with sufficient
time left to bring levels
back to acceptable limits.
MANITOBA

This year poor weather

continued to affect the

. agricultural commu-

. nity throughout Manitoba.
i Crops which were seeded

i early experienced too much
. moisture and delayed ger-

' mination while many late

development of sunflower
and canola crops. Most
producers reported finding
various amounts of granula-
tion in some honey supers
brought in from the field.
At times this crystallization
made extracting difficult.

Most beekeepers experi-
enced difficulty accessing
some bee yards because

of muddy roads. With the
honey producing

season coming to a
close, everyone is
now concentrating
on getting their
bees ready for
winter and hop-
ing for a better
season 1n 2005

SASKATCHEWAN

nucs and packages

were slow to build up this

. spring because early nectar
i and pollen sources were
delayed by approximately
three to four weeks by the

. unseasonably cold weather.
. As summer approached,

¢ continuing cold and very

. wet conditions delayed

. plant development. Honey
producers reported that

nectar collection

province was late
in coming but as
of mid September
most beekeepers
reported near
average crop.

The latest prices
apparently offered
for container

lots of 68 barrels

was unusually
slow even when
canola, clover and
alfalfa fields were
in full bloom.

Around the

province, honey

production reports

was $1.45 range.
Most beekeepers
are holding out for better
prices. Varroa mite levels
appear low for those who
used Check Mite last
fall. Fall treatments of
formic acid are being

Glen Ackroyd

vary considerably;
from 100 pounds

per colony to approximately !
year, than has been expe-

the ]ong term average of

175 pounds. Late honey

i production, which contin-

ued into the first weeks of

September, was due to slow

Ron Rudiak

When 1 prepared
my article for the
summer Issue, our province

. was receiving some general

rains. Since we were expe-
riencing drought conditions,
and since there had been
little runoff from the previ-
ous winter’s snowfall, most
beekeepers were happy and
were looking forward to the
bountiful crops that would
result from that pleasant
rain. So much for

. years, but many beekeepers
¢ that I have spoken to, plan
to hold onto most of their

© crops for a time, to see if

. the market improves.

. Our plan to form a

{ commission has taken a
. further step forward. At
i our Spring Field Day, a

motion was put on the

* floor and approved by an
. almost 100% support vote,

for the Board to put in

: place a commission docu-
: ment that could be voted

upon at our Fall Business

i Meeting. Our beekeepers
endorsed the idea of a

. commission that could

. levy funds for research

and promotion, as they

¢ could see the benefits that
would accrue from those

i activities. The members also
. indicated that they wanted

the levy to be based on

hive counts. Although there
are certainly going to be
i some hurdles as the Board

moves forward with this

plan, T expect that by this

! time next year, we will have
¢ our commission in place.

Saskatraz, our own
i Saskatchewan experiment

to help identify

optimism! The
rain continued
and the warm
weather did not
come. At the end
of August the
imagined bounti-

flll honey crop has

become, in reality,

colonies that show
resistance to var-
roa and tracheal
mites, has been
established. For
those who didn’t
see the article

in the August
issue, Saskatraz

a poor one. Our
provincial average
will certainly be lower this

rienced for several years.
Initial offerings for the
crop have also been lower
than in the past couple of

Hivelights

Wink Howland

has been
populated with

selected stock from all over

¢ Saskatchewan, including
- some of Russian origin.
: These colonies will be

inoculated with similar mite
loads, and will be care-
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Further information on
BCHPA activities please
visit the website at www.
bcbeekeepers.com

BEEMAID

The Canadian beekeeping
industry is at a crossroads.
Imported honey continues
to flow into Canada. At

a time when Canadian
beekeepers are having dif-

ficulty finding a

© world, and the Canadian
consumer must be made
aware of this. Canadian

© consumers are confused by
¢ labeling that is misleading.

Consumers must under-

i stand that there is a differ-
i ence in quality and taste

¢ between Canadian honey

i and these imported blends
i and to make sure that the

honey they select is

home for their
crop, imports
continue to enter
Canada at record
levels. In 2003,
Canada imported
almost 20 million
pounds of honey
at an average

marked “Product
of Canada”.

Do we continue

to lose control of
our grocery store
shelves or do we

fight back? There

1s an urgent need

price of $1.30

per pound. In the
first three months
of 2004 over 4.4 million
pounds has been imported
into Canada at an average
price of $1.09 /1b. In some
major retailers in Canada,

it is now difficult to find
100% Canadian honey.
Canadian honey has histori-
cally achieved a premium
price in the world market
because of its quality. This
premium price 1S now

being eroded in our home
market because of lower
priced imports on Canadian
grocery store shelves.

In the last few issues of
HiveLights we have read
that a 100% Canadian
Honey logo is being
developed by the CHC.
Once this logo is developed,
an educational initiative
will be required by the
industry to spread the
word on the high quality of
Canadian Honey. Canadian
beekeepers produce some
of the finest honey in the

Neil Specht

for a national
promotion program to
educate the Canadian

i honey consumer to read the
. label and to choose honey

¢ with a 100% Canadian

. honey logo and marked
“Product of Canada”.

i BeeMaid has spent its

. own resources advertising

. the quality of Canadian

¢ honey however we can-

not do it on our own.

The beekeeping industry
needs to invest in their own
¢ market. We urge everyone

. at their upcoming regional,
. provincial and national

. meetings to discuss this

¢ problem and do whatever
they can to support a pro-

. gram that will promote

: “Canadian Honey”. If we
choose not to do 50, we risk
a continuation of the ero-

: sion of our presence in the

. Canadian honey market and
the loss of our livelihood.

Changing the structure
of CHC

John Pedersen, past chair CHC Bylaw committee,
Cutknife, Saskatchewan

here is no doubt that as presently constituted;
the CHC is sadly underfunded. There is also

no room for questioning the need for a national

i voice for beekeepers, whether it is the present CHC or
| some successor organization.

' The Council is funded by a voting delegate fee for

i each of the individual organizations that holds a seat

¢ on the Council. These institutional memberships do
not supply enough money to finance CHC activities.
So in addition to these institutional memberships, the

¢ CHC also solicits individual beekeepers to become

. “members.” Becoming an individual “member” entitles
* the person to attend meeting of CHC and to speak, but
: not vote, at these sessions. The “member” also receives
. a subscription to the CHC's publication; “Hivelights.”

. Despite constant urging for beekeepers to take out

i individual “membership” in the CHC, the vast majority
of beekeepers do not bother. The reasons for this

. non-interest are probably varied, but the net result is

. that CHC is constantly struggling to obtain sufficient

. revenue to carry out its mandate.

. There have been previous attempts to broaden the

. scope of CHC. During the 1980s the “300 club” was
established. This extended voting privileges to individual
¢ members who paid a membership fee of $300.00. The

. “300 club” fell apart in the late 1980s during the heated

. debate over whether to close the border or retain

. imports of American bees and queens.

Another attempt to increase revenues to CHC was the
aborted effort to impose a mandatory check-off, either
¢ on a per hive count, or on pounds of honey sold. This
- check-off proposal was floated in the early 1990s.

Some individual members of CHC, and many who are

. not members, contend that it is the way the Honey

¢ Council is structured that deters more beekeepers from

. joining. The feeling is that while the CHC is interested

. in taking their money they are not interested in hearing

. their opinions. The stated objective of this group of

. beekeepers is that if a person has a membership he or

. she should be allowed to vote at any general meeting of

. the CHC. While this view would certainly be the most

¢ democratic, it does introduce some problems. Because

. the CHC is a national organization they try to vary the

. meeting locale from year to year so that no beekeepers,

. in whatever area of the country they may be, will feel

- excluded. Given this shifting location of annual meetings
. of CHC, some people argue that it would be no problem

. for local beekeepers to pack a meeting and therefore
‘ Continued on pg 10
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p APINOVAR

Integrated Pest Management Bottom Board

Key Tool For An Efficient IPM Strategy Against Varroa

When the traditional solutions fail, APINOVAR makes IPM easy, efficient and economical

APINOVAR gives access to-easy and
precise sampling. Deficient sampling is the
cause of most losses. No need to protect
the sampling carton. Easy access without
disturbing the bees.

Maximized screen surface and other features
make APINOVAR more efficient in controlling
the build up of mites populations.

APINOVAR gives you the opportunity to freat your
colonies faster and more economically with organic
acids. APINOVAR has been designed to allow safe
and efficient application of formic from the bottom.
Oxalic fumigation will also eventually be possible
from the bottomn.

High precision high tech equipment used for the construction guarantees smooth
operation of the sampling drawer. APINOVAR is strong, light and long lasting.
APINOVAR comes paraffin dipped and ready to use.

Other features include:

- Multiple protections against water seepage into
the sampling tray
- Design minimizing bee congestion of the
screened area
- Can be cross piled for easier storage and
fransportation Designed and large scale tested over four years by

- Screen easily replaceable g
- Extra sampling drawers available ‘? (gf e

o «:@’ “
- More information on APINOVAR
On our web site: - Practical and scientific information on [PM and LM’ EW CMM
"flash” application-of formic from the sampling
drawer For information and orders

Abtmore 819) 577-1368
http://ireineschapleau.wd1.net (819) 577-
Also available at BeeMaid




food and non-food packaging

innovations received awards

The Silver Award was presented

to Canadian designed product Bee-
O-Pac plastic packaging system for
the collection of comb honey. The
award was presented to the partners
Shepherd Thermoforming and
Packaging Inc. — Canada, Bee-O-
Sphere Technologies — Canada and
Petco - Canada

Bee O-Pac is a completely new way
for beekeepers to harvest comb
honey from their bees. This patent-
pending invention is taking bees and
harvesters by surprise. The frame 1s
thermoformed using APET material
and is designed to be used in the hive
with individual package bases filled
by the bees. Once filled, the bases are
separated from the frames. A lid has
been designed to snap to the bases and
Incorporate a label wrap for tamper
evidence.

BEE-O-PAC PRODUCT
DESCRIPTION

The Bee-O-Pac comb honey system
consists of eight easily assembled
clear, food grade, PET plastic frames
which are inserted directly into a 6
5/8” Langstroth super. Each frame
consists of two halves that are attached
together at eight points with a pair of
pliers. The frames have eight “pacs”
integrated into each side and each
“pac” is embossed on the bottom
surface with a comb pattern to guide
the bees. The frames have built in
spacers to maintain the bee space and
control the fill level.

At harvest time each frame is sepa-
rated into sixteen “pacs” along the
die cuts, the accompanying lids are
snapped on to complete the package.
Each “pac” contains about 115 to
130 gms (4 to 4.5 ounces) of comb
honey in a clear package, allowing
the customer to see the comb from
all angles. A wraparound label 1s
recommended to provide security as
well as labelling and the “pacs” are
ready to sell. (note: freezing the comb
will avoid any waxmoth problems)

22 November 2004
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DuPont Awards
FactS‘ .

' 'The DuPont Awards for lnnovation
' ,m Food Processmg and Packagmg
Were maugurated in 1986 as an

i_mtemat;onaj mdustry c;omp’etk "Q:h; 1 ,  -

DuPont sponsors the competl—f .
tlon in cooperat on wi th Campden '
';'and Chorleywood Food Research

. Assoc at|on in Gloucest‘ shife*

: England and the Nat:onal
Focd Processors Assocnatlon m
Washmgton DC .

:,'f Entrles are. evaluated on the .

’,"f !owmg overall cnterla

@ Degree of movston

® Bresdihofapplication

@ Signiicance/mpact on incs

theuse of plast

Canadian Bee
Research Fun
Call For Proposais

Rob Currie, Chair Canadian
Bee Research Fund

The directors of the Canadian Bee
Research Fund invite calls for
proposals for the 2005 competition,
Grants will be considered in any area
of apiculture or pollination research,
but preference will be given for
subjects identified by the Canadian
beekeeping industry as high priority.

The Canadian Bee Research Fund
(CBRF) is now in its seventh year of
operation, and has awarded grants
for research considered important
for the survival and prosperity of the
Canadian beekeeping industry. The
CBRF was established to counteract
the problems caused by severe
reductions in federal and provincial
funding for honeybee research. The
Fund has been set up as a long-term
endowment to support bee research,
with interest generated available for
annual grants.

Projects awarded funding for 2004

were

Currie R., $10,000 “Environmental
and Chemical Control of Varroa
in Indoor Wintering Facilities.”

Pernal, S., $10,000 "Management
of Oxytetracycline Resistant
American Foulbrood Disease in
Honey Bees.”

Robertson, A. J., $7,500 "Evaluation
of Varroa and Tracheal Mite
Tolerance in Selected Honeybee
Lines and Attempted Correlation
of Tolerance with DNA Markers.”

Reports of these current projects will
be given at the annual CHC/
CAPA research symposium in
Saskatoon February, 2005.

Applications for this round of grants
should be sent to Dr Rob Currie,
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg MB
R3T 2IN2. The deadline for submission
of proposals is 30 November 2004.
Application details can be found on the
CHC Website www.honeycouncil.ca
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in children and the aerial
spraying of fenitrothion.
Then the less harmful
Bacdllus thuringiensts (Bt)
spray was phased in as a
replacernent.

Pollination fees account for
over half of the Maritime
beekeepers income. Most
commercial beekeepers
keep as many colonies as
they can efficiently send to
pollination. The apiculture
industry works closely
with the blueberry growers
to establish the annual
requirement for pollinating
colonies. When possible,
the number of overwintered
colonies is adjusted
according to the growers
needs.

Over the past decade,
Maritime beekeepers
have moved towards self

sufficiency through

¢ improved overwintering

- techniques and queen

. rearing. With the legacy

~ of Bishop's Bees, and well

" maintained Buckfast stock,
" there is very little tracheal

. mite infestation in the

! Maritimes. Varroa mites
have taken their toll but

i Maritime beekeepers are

| committed to improving

¢ the quality of bee stock.

- Importation of honeybees is
. not as important today as it

was in the 1980’s.

The MBA is an umbrella
¢ group for the three

Maritime provinces

plus Newfoundland and

- Labrador. Each year the

¢ group meets to discuss their
. concerns and to choose a
delegate for the national

. Canadian Honey Council

' meetings. Over the years the

MBA has been hampered
by lack of funds. Many of

auy the Bes’

And eliminate the rest!

DAKOTA GUNNESS UNCAPPER
100 & 200 MODELS

s P et Pt

We're selling 42% and 55%
H.F. CORN SYRUP

From Minnesota Corn Processors
Call for Price Quotes

Call Toll Free: 888.553.8393
FAX: 701.553.8394
E-mail: dakgunn@rrt.net

DAKOTA GUNNESS, INC.

P.0. Box 106 Abercrombie, ND 58001

¢ the past delegates, including
. Gerry Smeltzer and Ralph

i Lockhart not only served on |
¢ Counclil for many years but

- also paid their own expenses
. to attend. This dedication

! to the national organization
: has been a huge benefit

. to Maritime beekeepers,

¢ providing them with a

: national voice for concerns

¢ about pollination issues and
; irnported stock.

. Beekeeping in the

¢ Maritimes is made difficult
. by unpredictable wet spring
- weather and the occasional
! winter 1ce storms. 1t 1s

| not easy moving bees to

. pollination in the freezing

. winds of early spring or

| trying to treat for mites

. when temperatures drop

. below zero. The beckeepers
. that survived the loss of

. honey crops and colonies

! to weather and pesticides,

' have developed a Maritime

industry that is adaptable,
resourceful and resilient.
Their natural good humour,
self reliance and indomitable
spirit will ensure another
100 years of successful
beekeeping.

Clay, H. 1994. New
Brunswick Beekeepers
Association: Eighty

Years Young. Canadian

Beekeeping 18(1):7-10.

Cloney,T. 1987. Ninety

. Years Ago. St Croix
Courier, St Stephen, NB,
 Nov 4.

- Colpitts, F. 1983 The

¢ Colpitts Family. Super

. News Newsletter South

. Eastern New Brunswick

. Beekeepers Association. p10.

¢ Craig, W. (ed). 1904.

! Maritime Winter Fair.
. Canadian Beekeeping.
X1(6):142.

. Moore, E. 1946. Report of
" the Fieldman Apiculture
Service. In: Report of

. the Commissioner of

: Agriculture. Fredericton,

; NB. 4 pp.

- Rashid, A. 2003.

. Compromising the

. Environment? The Spruce

. Budworm, Aerial Insecticide
¢ Spraying, and the Pulp and

. Paper Industry in New

¢ Brunswick. Volume 8,

. Number 3 FES QOutstanding
i Graduate Student Paper

. Series, June 2003. Faculty

. of Environmental Studies,

" York University. Toronto,
Canada 80 pp.

P

Quality Bee Pollen

Peace River, Alberta
Rural Ontario

Custom pollen cleaning and drying services
Buying Canadian bee polien.
Fresh frozen pollen available

Call Chris Toll-Free 1-866-624-8175
Tel. (519) 773-5902
11302 Imperial Road, Aylmer, Ontario, N5H 2R3

www.apinutrition.com
chris@apinutrition.com
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64 Canadian Honey Council,
Saskatchewan Beekeepers' Association and
Canadian Association of Professional Apiculturists
Convention
Sheraton Cavalier Hotel, Saskatoon Saskatchewan
February 2-5, 2005
REGISTRATION FORM
Registration Fees: Advance Registration deadline is December 1, 2004. Registration Forms
post-marked later than December 1st will be charged the Full Registration rate.
Send registration form and payment to: Saskatchewan Beekeepers’ Association
Box 55 RR !
Yorkton, SK, S3N 2X5

Name of Registrant:

Accompanying Spouse:

ACCOMMODATION
INFORMATION

£ “A"!J
A v

W
YT g
Sheraton Cavalier Hotel

612 Spadina Crescent East
Saskatoon, SK S7K-3G9

Phone: 1-306-652-6770
Toll free 1-800-325-3535

¢ Standard
(Queen or Double/Double)
$112.00 + tax

* King (1 King)
$127.00 + tax

¢ Club (includes club
amenities access)
$179.00 + tax

Mailing Address:

Fax: ( )
Telephone: ( )
E-mail:
Advance Registration (December 1, 2004): ...ccoovvnriennnn. $75 .
Full Registration (after December 1, 2004): ...........c...... $100 i —
Single Day Registration: ......ccceceeveveriivcneniononeieenenennenne $50 e
Banquet (Friday. February 4, 2004) ......ccoceovvivniciveennnne $45 e

Saskatchewan Beekeepers’ Association Membership

$30 Minimum, $0.35 cents per colony to $350 maximum

Canadian Honey Council Membership
$50 (1-49 colonies); $100 (50-299 colonies);
$200 (300+ colonies) $250 (Industy)

Oxalic Acid Registration Fund

Canadian Bee Research Fund Donation

(charitable donation tax receipt will be mailed separately)

TOTAL

VISA Number

Name of Cardholder Expiry Date

Signature

24 November 2004 Hivelights

« Suite (Regal or Royal with
club amenities, jacuzzi)
$219.00 + tax

Room Rate also includes
parking (a value of $8 per day)



FEB. 1ST

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY FEB. 2ND

Registration Noon - 5:00 pm
,CHC Directors’ Business Meeting

: 8:30 am - 5:00 pm
CAPA Business Meeting :
. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm
SBA General Business Mee’ung :
2:00 pm - 5:00

"LAV/ONINHOW

FEB. 3RD

THURSDAY

Provmc:a! Presidents breakfast
meetmg (closed) 7:00 -9:00 am

CAPA breakfast mee‘ung (closed) ™
7:30 am- 9 00 am

‘.L:IV/BNINHON

Reglstra’uan and Trade Show
~-8:30 am - 5:00 pm

FRIDAY FEB. 4TH

Reg|strat|on andTrade Show
8:30 am - 5: 00 pm
Research Symposium
: 9:00 am-5:00-pm
Marla Spivak
A: Robertson

Guest Speaker
- Russian Bee project
Indoor Overwinter Treatments
' Rob Currie
Steve Pernal
Adony Melathopoulos

‘LIdV/ONINUHOW

IPM

FEB. 5TH

SATURDAY

Trade Show
On Farm Food Safety program
: 9.30-am 2.00 pm
Bruce Boyriton,
Bruce Boynton, NHB
Marla Spivak

Guest Speakers

LAV/ONINHOW

Honey Establishment Inspection Manual

Gail Daniels, Chief Dairy, Eggs and Honey Programs,

The Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA) has revised and
updated the Honey Establishment
Inspection Manual (April 2004) and
distributed copies to all registered
honey establishments. This seasons’
establishment inspection will be
conducted using this revised manual.

The previous Honey Inspection
manual was published in 1989

and covered information relating

to establishment registration and
inspection as well as product
inspection and grading. This revised
manual covers the procedures and
policies related only to the registration
and inspection of the registered
establishment. Updated procedures
regarding product inspection
(sampling, labelling, grading, import
and export) will be forthcoming in a
separate manual for Honey Product
Inspection.

The manual is organized in Chapter
format comprising:

Chapter 1 - Registration of
Establishment

Chapter 2 - Establishment Inspection
Procedures

Chapter 3 - Enforcement and
Compliance Actions

Chapter 4 - Environmental Controls
(Table format outlining the assessment
criteria)

Chapter 5 - Manufacturing Controls
(Table format outlining the assessment
criteria)

It also consists of a list of acronyms,
a glossary and an introduction to
introduce the various terms and
principles used in beekeeping, honey
production and inspection. As well,
there are 9 appendices in Chapters

4 & 5 which provide a template for
documenting and maintaining written
programs and records.

The Honey Establishment Inspection
Manual establishes national standards
and procedures and provides clear

Hivelishts

Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Ottawa

i directions on how establishment

| registration and inspection are

: performed. It incorporates many

- HACCP principles or preventative

{ procedures including requiring

© written programs and record keeping.
- Overall, it clearly indicates how

. establishments are to be evaluated.

CFIA believes that this revised manual
5’ will provide inspection staff with clear,
¢ uniform inspection procedures and
- will assist registered establishments

to produce safe, high quality honey,

. in compliance with federal legislation.
- Any questions regarding this

. inspection manual should be directed
© to your local inspector or Area

° Program specialist.
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